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Challenges of the 2020
elections in Ukraine in times of

epidemic
• The adoption of the new Electoral Code of Ukraine
• The reform of the Administrative and Territorial System
• The COVID-19 pandemic
• Guaranteeing the right to vote of affected
• Informing members of election commissions about the organization of work in

a pandemic and voter protection on election day
• Maintaining the legitimacy of the election



q Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine instructed the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine and the Central Election Commission
to develop the necessary measures and recommendations
to ensure the voting rights of citizens in the context of the
spread of COVID-19 in Ukraine, taking into account the
requirements of the Electoral Code of Ukraine

q Вy order of the Chairman of the Central Election
Commission, a working group was set up to draw up
recommendations and measures to prevent spread COVID-
19 during the organization and conduct of elections on
October 25, 2020, which included representatives of
ministries and other central executive authorities,
committees of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the National
Security and Defense Council of Ukraine and the
Association of Ukrainian Cities

Measures on  arrangement conducting of elections



Results of the working group

q The working group had prepared proposals aimed at preventing the
spread of COVID-19 during the organization and conduct of local
elections on October 25, 2020 and other elections during the quarantine
period, which were taken note of by the Central Election Commission
and sent to the Cabinet of Ministers

q Proposals for legislative regulation of the organization and preparation
of elections during the quarantine period, created to prevent the spread
of particularly dangerous and dangerous infectious diseases in Ukraine
and to improve some provisions of the election legislation, were
prepared in the form of a draft law

The Central Election Commission appealed to the
President of Ukraine and the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine to ensure immediate consideration and
adoption of the bill, but it was not adopted due to a
number of procedural issues.



Measures taken by the government on arrangement
conduct of elections

in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic

The Government has amended the resolution on the
establishment of quarantine throughout Ukraine in
particular

q Procedure for conducting anti-epidemic measures during the
organization and conduct of elections has been approved;

q For the period of quarantine the elections are held with the
implementation of anti-epidemic measures in accordance with the
adopted Procedure;

q Expenditures related to the implementation of anti-epidemic
measures in connection with the organization and conduct of elections
are carried out at the expense of local budgets (including the reserve
funds of these budgets)



Recommendations for arrangements and conduct of
elections on October 25, 2020

q Voters must adhere to anti-epidemic measures, wear personal protective equipment and use a
personal pen.

q At the entrance to the premises of the election
commission, the polling station, a certain member of the
commission shall conduct a survey on the presence of
symptoms of respiratory diseases and temperature
screening of all persons entering the premises.
If a person's body temperature is more than 37.2 ° C and /
or symptoms of respiratory diseases, such a person is
advised to refrain from visiting the premises, to vote at the
place of residence and to seek medical help.
Each polling station should be equipped with a separate
booth and ballot box for people who, despite the
symptoms of the disease, want to vote at the polling
station.



Arrangement of the premises

q At the entrance to the election commission premises,
polling stations shall be equipped with hand
disinfectants and places for centralized collection and
disposal of personal protective equipment. Also,
information materials on anti-epidemic measures
should posted.

In addition, marking indicating the need to
maintain a physical distance of at least 1 meter is applied.

It is recommended that no more than three
voters shall be issued ballots at the same time.

q Chairs, tables, furniture used by the election
commission must be made of materials that
can be disinfected. The use of fabric on tables
is not allowed.

q At least once every 2 hours, the contact
surfaces should be wiped with
disinfectants, and at least once every 4
hours wet cleaning of the premises, as
well as regular ventilation should be
provided.



q Members of the election commission, official
observers, police officers, employees of bodies,
institutions, establishments on the territory of
which the premises for election and premises of
the election commissions are located, persons
who ensure the election process have to wear a
protective mask (respirator without exhalation
valve) and / or a protective shield.

q It is recommended for the members of the election commissions, official
observers, police officers, other persons who ensure the election process
and are in the premises of the election commissions, the polling stations
to pass a test by PCR for availability of acute respiratory illness COVID-19
no later than 72 hours before election day, before working at special
polling stations. It is allowed to participate in the work of the election
commissions only in case of the negative result.

Recommendations



Voting at the place of residence

q Persons in self-isolation and who expressed a desire to vote at their place of residence had the
opportunity to submit an application to the precinct election commission with an attached
medical certificate no later than 20 hours before election day.

Types of relevant certificates confirming health condition of the voter are established by
the Ministry of Health of Ukraine.

q Places of residence of voters unable to move first visited
and then voters in self-isolation

q Members of the election commission arranging the election process must use a protective mask
and protective gloves in premises

The used personal protective equipment shall be disposed of, and protective shields and
stationery issued to the voter shall be disinfected after each voter visit.



Awareness campaign for election commissioners

In order to educate voters and members of the
election commissions, the CEC, in cooperation
with the International Foundation for Electoral
Systems (IFES), has developed information
posters: “Stop COVID-19. Anti-epidemic
measures at the polling station" which
contained the algorithm of actions that voters
had to take when visiting the polling station.



Thank you for attention !


