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Orsolya Nagy, Programme manager of the ACEEEO

Youth voters’ education- an investment in democracy

The basic pillar of
democracy is to have
free and fair elec-
tion in every coun-
try. Elections enable
voters to select lead-
ers and to hold them
accountable for their
performance in office

as well as they serve
to legitimize the acts
of those who wield power. The possibility of
controlling leaders by requiring them to sub-
mit to regular and periodic elections helps to
peacefully solve the problem of succession in
leadership and thus contributes to the contin-
uation of democracy. Elections also reinforce
the stability and legitimacy of the political
community. Election could fully perform its
functions only if voters go to the polling sta-
tion and make a choice on Election Day. De-
creasing voter turnout can lead to legitimacy
problems therefore it is necessary to tackle
this challenge.

No doubt that education is always a good
investment and it is true also in the case of
democratic elections.

Why voter education?

There are three types of activities in support
of elections and democracy, which reinforce
and complement each other but focus on dif-
ferent aspects of the election process.

Voter information aims rather at providing in-
formation to citizens eligible to vote about the
elections at election time. These are mainly
the national and local election authorities who
let voters know about the type, date, and time
of elections, place of voting, requirements
of registration and other issues necessary to
know so that eligible citizens could cast their
votes on Election Day. Civil organisations,
parties and other contestants in the election
might also be involved in voter information
activities.

The aim of voter education is to prepare and
motivate voters to take part in elections and
make a conscious decision in the polling
booth. Citizens have to know and understand

the election system of their country, the way
votes translates into mandates, the link be-
tween elections and democracy, their right to
elect as well as stand as a candidate at election
and they also have to remember the long and
difficult process of the extension of general
suffrage to all people. Voters also have to
know and trust the voting process and voting
systems. The implementation of new electron-
ic technologies and voting systems becomes
more and more widespread and electronic
voting devices are used in different stages of
the election process. The e-voting technolo-
gies appear at the polling stations also (sensor
screen etc), consequently, citizens have to be
aware of the new voting technologies as well.

We have to make a difference between
,votocracy” and democracy. While the basic
pillar of democracy is to have free and fair
election in every country, holding elections
will not lead to democracy automatically. As
compared to voter education, civic educa-
tion indicates a broader category. Citizenship
education aims to bring up conscious and
well-informed citizens who are aware of their
rights and duties guaranteed and established
by the constitution and other legal sources.
To be a conscious citizen means not only hav-
ing information about rights and duties but
also having the knowledge of the processes,
challenges, problems existing in our environ-
ment, in our habitation, in our country, in Eu-

rope and in the world. Having information is
necessary but not enough because a conscious
citizen should also be able to respond to and
influence changes and processes happening
on local, national or broader level. In a word,
both citizen awareness and citizen participa-
tion are important in a democratic society.

However, adult citizens also should be edu-
cated about elections, we now focus on the
aspects of youth voters’ education.

Youth voters -
a group with special needs

The fact that elections are not so attractive
for the youth as other forms of civic activities
cannot be explained only by mentioning the
characteristics of the age group and it does
not mean that youngsters are disinterested in
public affairs. No doubt, that youngsters will
be always more interested in reading movie
guide than programs of the political parties or
election law and we have to consider it while
creating strategies and planning activities on
youth voters’ education.

Of course youngsters must possess informa-
tion and professional knowledge about elec-
tions but the message has to be formulated
in plain words and transmitted in a way that
catches youngsters’ attention. The main ac-
tors of youth voters’ education, i.e. election

authorities, schools and civil society organi-




Opmost Haas, PykoBoauresas nporpamm AOBIIBE

IIpocBenieHue MOJIOABIX H30UpPaTesIeil — BKJIA/ B IEMOKPATHIO

UYecTHble BBIOOPBI  SIBIISIIOTCS ~ OCHOBOM
JIEMOKpaTHH B KaXJOH cTpaHe. BviOops
JA0T

BO3MOXHOCTb I/I36I/IpaTCII$IM

n30path pPYKOBOAWTENCH, WPUBICYD UX

K OTBE€TCTBCHHOCTH 3a BBITIOJIHEHHY 1O

paboty. BbIOOpEI Takke JIETHTHMHPYIOT
NEHCTBUS TIOJICH, HAXOISIIUXCS Y BIIACTH.
Bo3moxkHOCTH

MPpOBEACHU KOHTPOJIsA

JIeATENBHOCTH  pyKoBoAuTeledl  myTém
MEPUOANYIECKUX U PEryJSIPHBIX BBIOOPOB
CI0CcOOCTBYET MUPHOMY peLICHUIO
IIPEEMCTBEHHOCTH BJIACTH M TAaKUM 00pa3oM
COINCHCTBYET NPONOKECHUIO JEMOKpPATHH.
BBIGOpEI TakKe yKPEIIISIOT CTAOUIBHOCTD U
JIETUTUMHOCTB HOJIMTHYIECKOT0 COO0IIecTBa.
BBIGOPEI MOTYT HCIIONHSTH CBOM (YHKIIUH
TOIBKO B TOM Cllydae, ecin u3bmparenu
JIeNaloT BBIOOP Ha M30MpATEIBPHOM ydacTKe
B JICHb BEIOOPOB. CHIKAIOIMIASICS IBKA MOYXKET
NPUBECTH K IpoOiieMaM JISTUTUMHOCTH,
MI0TOMY HEOOXOIMMO OTBEeYaTb Ha JTOT

BBI3OB.

O6pa30BaHHe HECOMHCHHO BCCErjaa CIIYXHUT
XOpoUrM BKJIaAOM, U 3TO TaKKXE€ BCPHO B
Cirydac JI€MOKPAaTUYICCKUX BBIGOPOB.

3auem nyscno npoceeujenue
uzoupamenen?

Jlnst mopnepKKu BHIOOPOB ¥ JIEMOKpATHH
€CTh TPHU OCHOBHEIX (POPMBI JICSITEIBHOCTH,
KOTOpBIC IOINOJHSIOT U YKPEIUISIOT ApYyr
JIpyra, HO COCPEIOTOYECHBI Ha Pa3HBIX
acIeKkTax N30UpaTeILHOrOo Mporecca.

nHpOPMUpOBaHHUS  H30HMpareneit
HIEPBY 0 odepesb
MIPEeIOoCTaBICHNE MH(DOPMANNU TpakJaHaM,

Ienbro
SIBIISICTCSI B

HUMEIOIMX IPaBO TOJIOCOBATh Ha BBIOOpax
BO BpeMsi BbIOOPOB. OOBIYHO LEHTpPAJIbHBIC
U MeCTHble  M30MpaTelbHBIC  OpraHsbl
coo0LaloT U30UpaTens M O THUIAX, AaTe U
BPEMEHHU BBIOOPOB, O MECTE TOJIOCOBaHUS,
0 TpeOOBaHUIX PErHUCTPALMH U O JAPYTHX
KOTOpBIE HEO0OXOANMO

BoOIpocax, 3HATb

L TOTO, 4YTOOBI W30WMpaTeNu CMOTIH
moJatb CBOH TIOJOC B JICHb BBIOOPOB.
HenpaBurenbcTBeHHbIE
(HITIO),

MOryT OBITH BKJIIOYECHBI B JICCTBHE TI0

OpraHU3aIIH
MapTUM W JIpyTHe COIEPHHUKH
HH)OPMHUPOBAHUIO H30MpaTeINeH.

I'maBHOI 1enbIO IPOCBEIIEHNS N30HpaTeeit
SIBJISIETCSI

oATOTOBKA u HO6y)K,HeHI/Ie

n30uparesnell K y4acTHIO Ha BBIOOPaxX HK TOMY,
4TOOBI OHU CAETANN CO3HATEIBHBIH BEIOOD B
KaOHHe 11 TOJI0COBaHMSL. [ pask JaHe TOIKHBI
3HaTh M IOHATH N30MPATENbHYIO CHCTEMY
CBOEH CTpaHbl, CIIOCOOBI MpeoOpa3oBaHUS
CBOETO T0JIOCa B JICIYTAaTCKHE MecTa, CBSI3b
MEXJIy BBIOOpaMH M JeMOKpaTHeil, cBOE
npaBo U30parh U OBITH M30PaHHEIMH, Aaliee,
OHU TaK)Xe JOJDKHBI TIOMHHTE O JJIMHHOM U
CJIOKHOM HPOLECCE PACIIMPEHUS BCEOOIEro
n3buparenbHOronpana. Mizouparea 1oIKHbI
3HATh MPOIECCH U CUCTEMY TOJIOCOBAHUS, U
JIOBEpSITh UM. BHeIpeHre HOBBIX TEXHOJIOT U
JJIEKTPOHHOTO  T'OJIOCOBAaHHSI  CTAaHOBHTCS
Bcé Oonee pacmpocTpaHEHHBIM, CPEACTBa
9JIEKTPOHHOT'O TOJIOCOBAHUSI HMPUMEHSIOTCS
JTanax

B Pa3JIMYHBIX I/I36I/IpaTCHBHOFO

mnpomnecca. TOJIOCOBAHUEC

UCIIOJB3YETCA U Ha I/I36I/IpaTCJII>HOM y4dacTke

DeKTpOHHOE

(ceHcopHBIE SKpaHbI, U.T.1.), CICJOBATCIBHO
rpakJIaHe JOJIKHBI 3HATh HOBBIE TEXHOJIOI MK
roJI0OCOBaHUS TOXE.

Heob6xoqumo oTIM4aTh «BOTOKpATHIO» (U3
AQHTJIMICKOTO CJIOBa to VOte = roJI0COBAaTh) OT
nemokpaTuy. OCHOBOH JEMOKPATHUH SIBISCTCS
MIPOBEJICHHUE CBOOOIHBIX U YECTHBIX BEIOOPOB
B KaXXJOH CTpaHe, B TO K€ BpPEMs TOJBKO
MPOBEJICHHE BBIOOPOB HE TapaHTUPYET
JIeMOKpaTHo aBToMaruyHo. Io cpaBHeHuU!O €
MIPOCBEIICHUEeM H30MpaTeliel, rpakIaHncKoe
obOpa3oBaHHMe SBIsCTCS OoJjiee IMTUPOKUM
nousitueM. I'paxk 1anckoe 00pa3oBaHue UMEET
CBOCH LIEIbI0 BOCIMUTATH CO3HATCIIBHBIX U
XOPOILIO OCBEJOMIEHHBIX I'PaXkAaH, 3HAIOLUX
CBOM IIpaBa 1 00513aHHOCTH, 00ECIIeUeHHBIC 1
YCTAHOBJICHHBIC KOHCTUTYLUMEH U IPyrUMH
IOPUINYECKUMU pecypcaMu. J{i1s Toro, 9To0b
OBITH CO3HATENBHBIMU TPAKIAHAMU, JIOIU
HE TOJBKO JIOJDKHBI UMETh HMH(OPMALHUIO O
CBOMX MpaBax M OOSI3aHHOCTSX, a JOJIKHBI
3HaTh IPOIECCH, BBI3OBBI, MPOOJIEMBI,
CYILECTBYIOIUE B OKPYXKCHHM, HA CBOEM
MECTOXKUTEJIbCTBE, B CBOCH cTpaHe, B
EBporre u B mupe. Mmers unopmanuio
HEOOXOIMMO, HO HE JOCTaTOYHO, IMOTOMY
YTO CO3HATENbHBIC Ta)JaHE IOJDKHBI OBITH
CIIOCOOHBIMH pearupoBaTbh M BIUATH Ha
TIPOIIECCHI,

Hal[MOHAJIFHOM U Ha 0oJiee IUPOKOM YPOBHE.

Impoucxondamue Ha MECTHOM,

OnHUM CJIOBOM, M OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTh, H
y4acTHe TPaXKJIaH SBISCTCS BaKHBIMH B
JIEMOKPATHYECKOM OOIIECTBE.

Hecmorpst Ha TO, 94TO B3pOCIBIC TpaskIaHe

TaKKE€ NOJIKHBI IMOJIYYUTH 06pa3OBaHI/Ie
0 BI)I60an, MBI COCPCAOTOYMBACM HaALIC
BHUMAaHHC Ha

IIPOCBCHICHUU  MOJIOABIX

n3bupareieil.

Monoowvie usoupamenu —zpynna co
CREYUAILHBIMU ROMPEOHOCIMAMU

Henonynspuocts BEIOOPOB cpenu
MOJOAEKH HE SBISIETCSI OCOOCHHOCTBHIO
MOJIOAOI'O IOKOJCHUS, U TAKKE HE CIYyKUT
JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM TOIO, UTO MOJIOBIE JIFOIU
PaBHOAYIIHBI K OOIIECTBEHHBIM JEJIaM.
be3 commuenms, Monon&xp Bcerma OynmeT
guTaTh 0oJieeé OXOTHO KHHOIPOTPAMMEIL,
YeM MpOorpaMMbl HOJUTHYECKUX ITapTHH
nt  u30MpaTeNbHOe  3aKOHOAATEINIBCTBO,
U 9TO HYXXHO YYUTHIBATh IPU pa3paboTke
CTpaTeruu U Npy NpOBEICHUH ICHCTBUH IO

MIPOCBEIICHUIO MOJIOIBIX U30MpaTeIieH.
Koneuno, Momonéxp JoJDKHA 00JagaTh
nHboOpMAIied W TMPAKTHYCCKUM 3HAHUEM
0 BBIOOpaX, HO MBICIH HYXHO O(DOPMHTH
Ha JIETKOIIOHSITHOM SI3bIKE W Iepenarb
TakuM 00pa3oM, 4YTOOBl OHH ITPUBICKIU
BHUMaHuE MOJNOAEKU. [laBHbIe aKTEPHI

HpOCBeI]_[eHI/ISI MOJIOOBIX H36HpaTeHeﬁ,
TO €CTh I/I36I/IpaTeJH>HI>IC OpraHbI, IIIKOJIBI
u HeraBI/ITeJILCTBeHHBIe
(HIIO),

BBIIICYIOMSTHY TOMY TpeOOBaHUIO.

Oopranusanuu

CTaparoTcs COOTBETCTBOBATH

Ha Moii B3ri1s11, TPH OCHOBHBIX KPaeyTOJIBHBIX
KaMHsI IIPOCBEIICHHSI MOJIOJBIX H30HpaTeeit
cleyolue:

1) Pasmmpenue NpakTHYECKOro 3HAHUS B
00acTi BEIOOPOB, CHCTEMBI TOJIOCOBAHUS,
HUCTOPUYECKOHN MOAOIIEKH

2) HndopmupoBanne 00 aKTyalbHBIX

MOJUTUYCCKUX ~ BOMPOCaX, Iporpammax
MOJUTUYCCKUX NAPTUN M KaHIUJaTaxX
3) PasBuTHe crocoOHOCTEH ¥ HABHIKOB

MOJIOJBIX N30Hpareseit

Kmynkry 1) J]ns Hac camo co6oif pasymeercs,
YTO KaXJBIH B3POCIHBIH YEIOBEK HMEET
[paBO TOJOCOBaTh, €CJIM OH HE JIMIIHICA
JTOr0 IMpaBa IO Kakoi-mnbo 3aKOHHOM
rnpuyuHe. B Hamel noBcegHEBHON KUZHU U
B JICHb BBIOOPOB MBI PEIKO BCIIOMHHAEM O
TOM, 4TO BceoOlee H30UparenpbHOe MPaBO
YCTaHABIMBAJIOCH IOCTEIICHHO, B JJTMHHBIX
rnpoieccax Ha MPOTSKEHUM CTOJCTHH U



sations are trying to meet this aforementioned
requirement.

In my opinion the three cornerstones of youth
voters’ education are the followings.

1) Improvement of practical knowledge about
election system, system of voting, historical
background

2) Information about current issues of politics,
programs of political parties and candidates
3) Improvement of skills and abilities of youth
voters

Ad 1) Today it is naturally enough that all adult
citizens have suffrage unless they lost their
right to vote because of certain reasons. In
our everyday life and when we cast our votes
it hardly comes to our mind that the formation
of general suffrage is the result of more than
a hundred years’ process and there were nu-
merous obstacles and prejudices to overcome
in order to provide all of the citizens (regard-
less of their social, economic or sexual status)
with the same rights concerning the electoral
participation. With knowledge of the histori-
cal background it is easier to understand the
present time and imagine how processes of
the present can go on.

Without entering into details and providing
too much information, the educators have to
make youngsters acquainted with the pecu-
liarities of the election systems of the given
country. It is important to have at least basic
information about the elements of the election
process so that youngsters understand what
politicians and election officials are talk-
ing about at election time. Issues youngsters
have to be acquainted with regard electoral
districts, system of nomination of candidates,
voters list, election campaign, polling station,
polling booth, ballot paper etc..
Characteristics of the election systems varies
country by country and it might be interesting
for youngsters to compare their own election
system with the one of other countries (For
example voting is compulsory in Belgium,
but in Hungary it is not).

Ad 2) In order to make a choice youngsters
have to know their own political preferences
and the parties, candidates which are the clos-
est ones to these. It is not so simple to under-
stand political texts and programs, therefore
educators should provide assistance in it.
Usually youngsters get information about
politics from the media but there are a lot of
things being more interesting for youth to lis-

ten to. Other source of information might be
the family if there any discussion takes place
about political issues in addition to family
matters. Anyway youngsters need to receive
impartial, professional information concern-
ing politics and there are a number of educa-
tional tools promoting that. (For example, the
famous VoteMatch which is an on-line test
about current programmes of political par-
ties. The idea of this education tool comes
from the Dutch Institute for Public and Poli-
tics (http://www.votematch.net)

Ad 3) No doubt that youth has to possess ma-
terial knowledge but similarly important is to
be able to make a conscious choice. What is
necessary to do it? Self-awareness, critical
way of thinking, ability to identify our own
needs and interest, and of course available
alternatives satisfying our needs. The alter-
natives must be provided by the politicians
but the mentioned skills, abilities could be
improved by the help of special trainings and
tools, which must be offered to the youth by
educators.

Stakeholders of youth voters’
education

Considering the broad spectrum of issues to
be covered by youth voters’ education coop-
eration of and arranging tasks between the
concerned stakeholders would be of crucial
importance to achieve necessary results. In-
school activities in this field take place usu-

ally in the frame of citizenship education.
Since there is a lot of international initiatives
and recommendations concerning citizenship
education, this subject gets more and more at-
tention in the national school curricula.
Through the United Nations’ Decade for Hu-
man Rights Education (1995 to 2004), UNES-
CO actively promoted the idea of citizenship
education. 2005 was officially proclaimed by
the Council of Europe the European Year of
Citizenship through Education. CoE has been
offering a forum for discussions between
experts and practitioners from throughout
Europe since 1997 with the aim of gathering
good practice on Education for Democratic
Citizenship as well as of setting policy stan-
dards in this field to be implemented by its
member states. At the level of the European
Union a Community Action Programme has
been implemented by the European Com-
mission. This programme has been promot-
ing the values and objectives of the EU since
the beginning of 2004 and it aims at bring-
ing citizens closer to the EU and having them
involved in reflection and discussion on its
future.

Similar programmes on voter education do
not exist at international level, voter educa-
tion is considered as a part of citizenship edu-
cation.

It varies country by country whether citizen-
ship education is taught as a separate subject
or as part of other subjects like history. In
any case schoolteachers and NGOs as well as
election institutes might cooperate with each
other. Specialised NGOs and the election




HeoOX0AMMO  OBLIO  TPEONOJETh MHOTO
MPENSTCTBUI W MPEAPACCyIKOB [UISI TOTO,
9TOOBI BCE TpaxkjaaHe (HE3aBHCHMO OT
CBOEro OOIIECTBEHHOTO U UMYIIECTBEHHOTO
[OJIOKCHHUSI, CBOErO I0Jid) HUMEIH pPaBHBIC
mpaBa Ha ydactue B BbIOOpax. Co 3HaAaHHUEM
HUCTOPUYECKOrO IMPOIIJIOro Jierde MOHATH
MIPOIIECCHI

[IpeICTaBUTh UX JabHeliee passutue. bes

HACTOALICHO BpEMCHU n
TOro, YTOOBI BIaBaTbCAd B HOI[pOGHOCTI/I,

W TPEIOCTaBIATh  CIHMIIKOM  MHOTO
rH(pOpMAINH, TEeNarord JOJDKHBI 00ydYarh
MOJIOABIX OCOOCHHOCTSAM HW30HpPAaTEIBHON
CHUCTEMBI JaHHOW cTpaHbl. OUYeHb BaXKHO
obmagate XOTb OCHOBHOW HH(OpMamueit
00 M30MpaTenpHBIX Tpoleccax s TOTo,
9TOOBI MOJIOBIC IMOHSUIH, O YEM TOBOPST
MOIUTUKH W OPraHU3aTOphl BHIOOPOB BO
BpeMs BBIOOpOB. Moonéxp IODKHA BCe
3HaTh 00 M30MpATEIBHBIX OKpyTax, o
CHCTEME BBIJBHIKCHUS KaHIUJIATOB, CITHCKE
n3buparesueil, W30HPATEIBHOW aruTaIlNH,

n30MpaTeIbHOM — ydacTKe, KabumHe ISt
TOJIOCOBAHUS, W30MpaTEeIbHOM OIOJUICTCHE
W.T.J..

W3bupareiabHble CHUCTEMBI HMEIOT CBOH
0COOEHHOCTH B KaXJOW CTpaHe, W IS
MOJOAEKN HHTEPECHO OBUIO OBl CPaBHUTH
CBOIO M30MPATENBHYIO CHCTEMY C IPyTHMHU
CTpaHaM# (manpumep, roJI0COBaHUE
SIBJISICTCST 00s13aTeNbHBIM B benbruu, HO B

Benrpumu Her)

Kmnynkry 2) J{71s TOro, 9T00HI C/1eJ1aTh BEIOOD,
MOJIOZIBIC JOJKHBI 3HATH CBOM MOJIUTHYECKUE
npedepeHIE U T€ MapTHH, KaHIUAAThI
KOTOPBIX OJIN3KH UM. TTOHSATH MONUTHYECKUEC
TEKCThl M HPOrpaMMbl HE OYEHb IPOCTO,
[OATOMY IEJIarOr'H IOJKHBI 0Ka3aTh IOMOLIb
B 3TOM mporecce. OOBIYHO MOJOIEKD
nosydaeT MHGOPMALHUIO O MOJUTHKE Yepes
CMM, HO ecTh MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, JOCTOHHBIX
BHUMAaHHMsI MOJIOAEKH HHTEPECHEE MTOJTUTHKH.
JlpyruM CcpeicTBOM HH(OPMAIMU MOXKET
OBITH CEMbs, €CIIM TaM pPa3rOBapHBAIOT U
o0cyXaamT
CeMeiHBIX Jiel1. Bo-BCsKOM cliydae, MOJIObIe

BOIIPOCBHl IOJIUTUKU KpOMeE
JIOAY  JOJDKHBL IIOJIyYUTh HE3aBHCUMYIO,
HHPOPMAIHIO o
MIOJIUTHUKE, YTO OCYLIECTBIISCT YK€ HECKOIBKO
CpesCTB
nonyJspHblil « BormaTuy», KOTOpBI sIBiIsIETCS

poeCcCHOHAIBHYTO

00pa30BaTeNbHBIX (Hampumep,
HWHTEPAKTUBHBIM CPEICTBOM O ICHCTBYIOMINX
IporpaMMax IOJUTHYECKUX mapTuil. Mpes
9TOTO CPEACTBAa BO3HHUKJIA Yy TOJIIAHACKOTO
WncturyTa 3a obmectBo u moauTuky (In-

stituut voor Publiek en Politiek; http://www.
votematch.net).

K mynkry 3) be3 comHeHUs, MOJIOEXKD
JIOJDKHA 00JIaaTh MPAKTUYCCKUM 3HAHUEM,
HO TaKOH K€ BaXKHOI! SIBJISICTCSI CIIOCOOHOCTH
ClleJIaTh CO3HATENBHBIN BBIOOP. UTO HYXHO
st otoro? CaMomo3HAHUE, KPUTHYECKOE
MBIIIJICHUE, CIIOCOOHOCTh K OIIPEACICHHUIO
CBOMX TOTpPEOHOCTEW W IKEIaHWH, W
KOHEYHO TaKKe JIOCTYITHBIC aJbTePHATHBEI,
COOTBETCTBYIOIIHE

9TUM Tpe6OBaHI/I${M.

OO0s3aHHOCTEIO IIOJIUTHKOB, SIBIISICTCSI
MPEJIOKEHUE aIBTEPHATUB, HO YIIOMSIHY ThIe
CIIOCOOHOCTH M HABBIKH MOXKHO Pa3BUTH C
IOMOLIIO CIIEIUAIBHBIX TOATOTOBUTEIBHBIX
CEMHHAPOB M CPEICTB, IPEIJIaraeMbIX ISt

MOJIOZIEKHU HIyKATOPaAMHU.

3aunmepecosannsie cmoponsl
npoceewieHus MOI00bIX
uzoupameneii

[IpuHEMast BO BHUMaHHUE, YTO IPOCBEIICHUE
MOJIOJIBIX n3buparesueit JIOJIKHO
OXBAaThIBATh MIMPOKUH KPYr BOIPOCOB,
3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIC ~ CTOPOHBI  JIOJKHBI
COTPYIHUYATh H PACHPEACIUTh 3aIadd
MEXIy co00# s TOro, YTOOBI JOCTUTHYTh
JKEJIa€MBIX PE3yIBTaTOoB. IlIkonbHBIE
NEHCTBHS MPOUCXOAAT OOBIYHO B PaMKE
rpakJIaHCKOTO oOpazoBaHus. [lOCKOIBKY
CYIECTBYET MHOTO MEXTYHAPOIHBIX
WHHUIMATUB W PEKOMCHIANMI KacaTeIbHO

IPaKIaHCKOTO 3Ta  Tema
nonydaer BcE Oonbllice  BHUMAaHHC B
HAIMOHAJIBHBIX YUCOHBIX [ITAHAX.

B pamxke [lecarunerns OOH 3a o6pazoBanue

oOpa3oBaHus,

B obOmactu mpaB dyenmoBeka (¢ 1995 nmo
2004), IOHECKO akTHBHO MOJAEpKalio
UJICE0
2005-p1ii TOm OBUT OQUUIHANBEHO OOSBIECH

T'paxxIaHCKOr' o 06pa30BaHI/I$L

Coserom  EBpomsr  OOmieeBponeiickum
TOIOM TpakKIaHCTBA depe3 oOpa3oBaHUE.
C 1997 roma Comer EBpomnsr mpexpmaraer
(hopyM IS IPOBEAEHUS AUCKYCCHI MEXIy
JKCIIepTaMU M aKTHBUCTAaMU U3 Bcell
EBporsl ¢ 11enbio coOpaHust PEKOMEH1yeMBIX
HOPM II0 OOpPA30BaHMIO JIEMOKPATHUECKOTO
TPaXKIAHCTBA M COCTABJICHHUS CTAaHJapTOB
B JTOH 00JACTH, NPHUMEHSEMBIX CTpaHaMU
yuactaunamu CE. Ha yposue EBpornetickoro
coroza, EBporeiickass koMuccusi NpoBenéT
IIporpaMMmy CcOBMECTHEIX JeHCTBHH. Ota
IporpamMmMa noouipsieT neHHoctu u nenu EC
naunHas oT 2004 roma, U KMEET CBOEH LIEIIBIO
npubmmkenue rpaxaan k EC n BkiaroueHne
TpaXJaH B MPOLIECCH OOCYXJICHHS U B

pasmbinuienns o Oynymem EC.

TlomoOHBIX mporpamMm 10 NPOCBEUICHUIO
CYWIECTBYIOT Ha
MEXJIYHapOIHOM YPOBHE, U IIPOCBEILICHUE

nzbupareien HE

n3bupareieit CUHTACTCS 4acThIO

rpaXkJaHCKOT0 00pa30BaHuUsl.

B HexkoTopeIXx cTpaHax  TpakJaHCKOE

oOpa3zoBaHHe  peaju3yercs B  paMKax
7
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institutes used to elaborate alternative tools
and methods which could be more interested
for youngsters than a usual study book and
could bring better results. In the course of
a traditional lesson, students are sitting in a
classroom, listening to a teacher and they do
not participate actively. However, if students
would have the possibility to participate i.e. to
make simulation games, to conduct test vot-
ing in the class, to held discussions in small
groups, to elaborate their own political pro-
gram etc., they could learn and bear in mind
much more about politics and election. In
several cases NGOs undertake also activities
for teachers: they hold trainings for teachers
and try to bring new methods into the class.
Teachers have responsibility also for form-
ing a democratic culture in the school which
means the involvement of students in the de-
cision-making process concerning students,
school life, school curricula etc.. Huge help
could be given to teachers from NGOs in it
by providing case studies and models of stu-
dents’ representatives’ system.

Programmes and events offered by youth or-
ganisations and NGOs are usually attractive
for youth. There is a wide range of activities
promoting youth’s education about elections
and politics such as summer camps, concerts,
workshops and other group-based activities.
In the scope of such activities youngsters
could not only widen their knowledge and
gain new experience but they also find a lot of
fun and new friends.

It is necessary to point out that nonetheless

important is to initiate decision makers and
politicians in the dialogue with youngsters.
Politicians and people being at power should
address their messages also to the youth and
take into account their views, interest. Other-
wise they cannot expect from youngsters to
take them seriously.

Conclusion

Right to vote is one of the basic human rights
as the United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights enshrined it in 1948. The establish-
ment of general and equal suffrage, direct
and secret voting is such a great value for
mankind that it has to be considered by every
politician, civil servant and the electorate as a
direction given to democracy. Elections are a
necessary means of checking the state power,
ensuring that parliaments and governments
in office serve the interest of both the soci-
ety and the individual. The establishment of
general and equal suffrage, direct and secret
voting is such a great value for mankind that
it has to be considered by every politician,
civil servant and the electorate as a direction
given to democracy. Elections are a necessary
means of checking the state power, ensuring
that parliaments and governments in office
serve the interest of both the society and the
individual.

Education of young citizens about election
and politics must be a joint undertaking of the
youth, of international organisations, state
actors, school teachers, election authorities,

civil society organisations, media and also
politicians, of course. Their activities should
reinforce and complement each other so that
youth understand the meaning and impor-
tance of democratic elections, know current
political issues and processes and be able to
make a conscious choice. While elaborating
and implementing educational programmes
in school and in the scope of non-formal edu-
cation, needs and interest of youth must be
taken into account. There are a lot of inter-
esting alternative educational tools the usage
of which could bring good results.

It could be helpful to get acquainted with ac-
tivities of other countries promoting youth’
involvement in politics therefore exchange
of practice and views must be organised be-
tween educators from different countries.
That motivated the Association of Central and
Eastern European Election Officials to orga-
nise a workshop in the course of which youth
activists and experienced educators from
Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Slo-
vakia and Spain will held discussions about
and try to find solutions to the challenges of
youth voters’ education. The workshop being
held in April, 2006 in Budapest with the sup-
port of the European Commission, aims also
at elaborating the content of a handbook to
youth voters’ educators.

Stakeholders have a lot of things to do but I
am convinced that it is worth investing into
youth voters’ education.



OT/IENIBHOT OIIPEIMETa, aBHEKOTOPBIX CTpaHax
OHOTIPOUCXOAUT BPAMKaX IPYyTUX IPEAMETOB,
KaK HalpuMmep uctopuu. B mrodom ciydae
npenonaBarenu, HIIO wu wu3buparenbHbIC
npyr ¢
JIProM. HIIO wu
n30UpaTeIbHbIe OPraHbl 4acTO Pa3BUBAIOT

Oopranbl MOI'YT COTPYAHHU4YATb

CrienuaTu3upOBaHHbIE
aJbTEPHATHBHBIE CPEICTBA M METOIBI,
KOTOpbIE MOTYT ObITh 6OJiee MHTEPECHBIMHU
JUTSL MOJIOZIBIX CTYJICHTOB M MOT'YT IPUHECTH
0oJIbIIIE OOBIYHEIE

pE3yabTaTOB, M

y‘IC6HI/IKI/I. B X04¢€ TpaAWIIMOHHBIX YPOKOB

CTYACHTBI CHUAAT B KJIACC€ U CIYyHIArOT
HpenonaBaTeneﬁ, a HE NPpUHUMAIOT
AKTHUBHOTI'O Yy4acTuss B YPOKE. OIIHaKO,

€CJIn CTYACHTBI UMCIH Obl BO3MOXKHOCTH
y4acTBOBaTh, T.€. ChII'paThb MOACIUPYIOUYIO

Hrpy?
B  KJacce,

MIPOBOAMUTE IIPOOHOE TOJOCOBAHUE
IPOBOIUTH  JUCKYCCHUH C
HEOOJBIINX TPyNIax, pa3padaTHIBATh CBOIO
MOJUTUYECKYI0 HpOorpaMMy H.T.JA., OHH
MOriau OBl y3HaThb M 3aNOMHHTH HAaMHOI'O
Oonblre o MOJIMTHKE M O BhIOOpax. Yacto
HIIO opraHusyloT MEponpusaTHs TaKKe
I OpernojaBaTelied:  OHU  IIPOBOAST
MIOATOTOBUTEIbHBIC CEMUHAPBI U CTAPAOTCS
BHEJ[PUTH HOBBIC METO/BI OOYUCHHUS B KJIacc.
[IpenogaBaTenn HECyT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH

TakXke 3a pasBBITHEC JIEMOKPAaTUYECCKOM
KYJBTYPBI B IIKOJIC, TO €CTh 32 BKJIFOUCHHE
CTYJICHTOB B MPOIECCHI MPUHATUS PEIICHHHA
OTHOCHUTEIIBHO CTYICHTOB, INKOJIbHOW )KH3HH,
y4eOHoro miaHa u.T.1.. B atoit obmactu HIIO
MOTYT TMPEIOCTABUTh OTPOMHYIO ITOMOIIb

npernoaaBaTelisaMm, repeaaBasi UM KOHKPETHBIC

MpUMEPbl W CXEMY IIPEACTaBHTEIBHBIX
CHCTEM CTY/EHTOB.

TIporpaMMbl ¥ MEPONPHSITHS MOJOAEKHBIX
00BITHO

opranusanuii u HIIO O4YEHb

[pUBJICKATEIbHBI s MOJIOAEKH.
IMupoxuil cuexTp AesaTeNbHOCTEH JOCTYICH
KacaTelIbHO IIPOCBEILEHUS MOJOAEKH B
o0ylacTH BBIOOPOB ¥ IOJINTHKH, HAIpHMeEp
JIeTHUE Jarepsi, KOHLEPTHI, CEMPHUHApbl M
JIpyrue MEepoNnpUsTUs I'PYIIOBBIX 3aHATUH.
B xoxme takux MepompusTUH MOJIOABIE
JIOAM HE TOJNBKO PACHIUPSAIOT CBOM 3HAHUS
M COOMPAIOT OIBIT, @ TAKXKE HAXOJSAT HOBBIX

Jpy3eil U pa3BICKAIOTCS.

Heo0xoammo moOg4epKHYTh, YTO HE MEHEE
MOOLIpEHUE
MPUUMAIOIINX PEIICHUE IPOBECTH Oecery

BAXHBIM  fABJISIETCA UL,
¢ mouoaéxpro. Ilonutuku u gpyrue nuua,
HaxXOJSIUECs y BIACTH, JOJDKHBI IepelaTh
CBOM MBICJIX MOJIOJEKU U IPUHS BO BHUMAHUE
UX HUHTepechl M MHeHusa. B mnporuBHoM
Cllyyae OHM HE MOT'YT HaJEsAThCs Ha TO, YTO

MOJIOABIC JIIOAU IPUMYT UX Bcepbé3.

3aknrouenue

IIpaBo Ha yyacTHe B FOJOCOBAHUHU SIBISACTCS
OJHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX IIpaB 4YeJIOBEKa, Kak
oro uznaraerca B Jeximapauuun OOH mno
[paBaM ueJIOBeKa, NPUHATHIM B 1948 rony.
BosnukHOBeHHE BCeOOHmEro U PaBHOTO
N30MpaTEIBHOTO MpaBa, MPSIMOTO M TAHHOTO
rojloCcoBaHUs - OTO TaKoe JOCTOSHUE
YeJI0BEUECTBA, KOTOPOE CILYKUT YCTaHOBKOM

Ha JACMOKpaTUIO AJId KaXXJ0ro, OT NOJIMTHKaA

U CIIy’Kallero 10 IpaxkJaHHHa-u30upaTens.
BrI160OpEI TpeacTaBIsAIOT CO00 HeoOXouMOe
CPECTBO JUIsl KOHTPOJIS HaJ[ BIACTBIO, YTOOBI
[apiIaMeHThI U MPABUTEIbCTBA ICHCTBOBAIH
B MHTEpecax Kak 4esJoBeYecTBa U o0LiecTBa
TaK M KaXkJ0ro YeI0oBeKa.

[Ipocsemenue

MOJIOABIX IrpaxxJgaH

B o0mactd  BBIOOPOB W TOJIUTHKH

HY>KHO KaK
3amaqy

OpI‘aHH3aHHI71, ToCyAapCTBECHHBIX IICSITCHCﬁ,

BBIIIOJIHATH COBMECTHYIO

MOJIOZEKH, MEIK Ty HAPOTHBIX
mperofiaBaTesicii  IIKOJ, W30UpaTeIbHBIX
HIIO, CMU =m

Heobxomumo,

OpraHos, KOHCYHO

MOJINTHKOB. 4TOOBI  HX
NEHCTBUS JOTONHIIA W YKPEHIIH Jpyr
Jpyra JJIsl TOTO, YTOOBI MOJOAEKH MOHSIIA
3HAYCHHEC M BAXKHOCTh JIEMOKPATHYECKUX
BBIOOPOB, YTOOBI OHA 3HAJA 00 aKTyaJbHBIX
MOJIMTUIECKUX BOIIpOCax u Oblia
CIIOCOOHON JenaTh CO3HATENBHBINH BBIOOD.
[lpu  pa3paboTke ®  OCYIICCTBICHHH
00pa3oBaTeNbHBIX MPOrPAMM B IIKOJIE, VIIH
B paMKe HepOpMalbHOrO 00pa30BaHMS,
HY»XHO TpPHHITH BO BHHMAaHHUC HWHTEPECHI
u moTpebHOCTH MoNoA&ku. OYeHb MHOTO
WHTEPECHBIX W aJbTCPHATHBHBIX CPEJICTB
00ydYeHHUsT JOCTYITHO, BHEIPEHHE KOTOPBIX
MOYKET IPUHECTH XOPOIIUE PE3YIIbTATHL.

OueHb MOJIE3HO TMO3HAKOMHTHCS c
JIESITEIBHOCTHIO IPYTUX CTPAH, TOOMPSIFOIINAX
MOJIOAEKH B

BKJIFOUCHHUC TIOJINTUKY.

[HoaTomy HEO0O0X0MMO OpraHu3oBaTh
OOMEH OITBITOM M MHEHHUSIMH JUJIS [IEaroron
pa3HbBIX CTpaH. DTO MOJYXKUT MOTHUBAIUEH
s AccolManuu OPraHu3aTopoOB BEIOOPOB
crpan LlenrpansHoit u Bocrounoii EBpornsl
K OpraHu3alMy ceMHHapa, B X0€ KOTOPOro
MOJIOJIbIC aKTUBHCTBI U OIBITHBIE educators
u3 repmanuu, Beurpuu, JlarBum, JIUTBBI,
CnoBaknun u Mcnanwm OynyT NPOBOIHTH
00CyXJIEHUsI O BOINPOCAX MPOCBEIICHUS
MOJIOABIX W30WpaTeseil, W TOCTaparTCs
Tlensro

ceMHHapa, Mnposogumoro B ampene 2006

HAalTH OTBETHl HA OTH BBI3OBHIL

roga B By)lanemre, npu  MOAACPIKKHU

EBponeiickoii Komuccuun, SIBIIICTCS
pa3paboTka cofepKaHUsI PYKOBOICTBA MJISI
nesiTeneil B 00J1acTH MPOCBEIICHNUST MOJIOZBIX

n3bupareieil.

3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM CTOPOHAM IIPEACTOUT
enié MHOTOE CIIeNaTh, HO s yOeXKIeHa B TOM,
YTO CTOUT HMHBECTHPOBATH B MPOCBCIICHUE
MOJIOABIX N30UpaTeICH.



Katalin Zsebik, Project assistant of the ACEEEO

Voter education in Hungary

., The essence of civics
therefore is aware-
ness,  commitment,
active involvement”

(Frederico Mayor)

Every society’s inter-
estis to prepare young
voters for citizenship

and for the exercise of
common affairs. I believe this quote contains
all the essences, goals of our work. Aware-
ness: our goal is to raise conscious voters and
conscious citizens from young people. Com-
mitment: to hand over and to teach a way
of view, a way of mentality to make young
people committed to democracy. Active in-
volvement: we have to teach the importance
of their participation in elections and in dem-
ocratic institutions, programs.

To reach this ideal state, where is no need
for activating programs, where youth real-
ize their importance of being active citizens,
where they have interest on the future of the
country, and intention to take part of mak-
ing it, we have to develop democratic abili-
ties and skills. Unfortunately it is known
that in the Middle East European countries
people (in connection with the government)
are more aware of their responsibilities then
their rights. To change this approach, there is
still a long way to go, but one of the aspects of
this is to make young people vote.

It has been 16 years now that we became a
democratic state, where citizens can practice
equal, secret, general, and direct suffrage.
From one side it is understandable that old-
er people are suspicious, they lived in a one
party rule era, but on the other side it is sad
that after 16 years the political elite could not
convince them about their importance and the
durability of democracy.

The situation is else with the youth because
most of them were grown up in democracy.
Without entering into the details of the soci-
ology of voting, I believe that next to other
reasons (like consciousness of status, conven-
tionalism, and dependency) the biggest prob-
lem is in the political culture. Political culture
contains all the aspect of being part of the
politics as a politician, or just exercises your
political rights as a citizen. It would be mainly
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the politician’s interest to activate citizens, to
show a good reason of voting, and a good ex-
ample of being politically interested. Mainly
because of the short time after the change of
regime, and because of the false moves of
politicians too, this reason and interest are
missing. On the other hand citizens need to be
taught and educated for being a good citizen.

For a young person the state is something dis-
tant, something that is unreachable, that ex-
ists without them and not for them. One of the
reasons why young people ignore these pro-
grams is the fact that an average young adult

does not have to face with the state; they live

their own life without realizing the impor-
tance of living in a democratic country. This
does not mean that politicians should act like
pop stars to get to close to young people, this
means that they have to show the goals and
the essences of their work, and show them
how they can be part of reaching these goals
by simply voting.

About the question of civic education, it is
important to tell that although its roots in
Hungary go back to the 18th century (Ratio
Educationis, 1777) and since 2002, because
of the National Core Curricula, it has been
obligatory to teach “citizenship education”, a
short surveying made me clear that unfortu-
nately the practice is not at all corresponding

to this requirement. As a consequence of this,
youth of the age of voting have never heard of
the current political system, and knowing this
makes it easy to understand why they do not
really care about the elections.

Addition to this, in an average family, where
youth should first hear about the politics,
there is no word about it, which can be why
the parents are not interested either or they
just don’t want the kids to be involved in such
matters. After all these it is understandable
why a recent research calls the youth “elec-
tion analphabets”.

There are several ways to overcome these ob-
stacles, problems. The common in all of these
methods is to reach to young people in their
ways. Their ways means to negligee the heavy
(judiciary) language, to use games, make dis-
cussions, competitions, and encourage them
with gifts, show them the practice, etc., we
have to leave them realize the importance of
this, because teaching is never enough but it
is essential. The Hungarian practice includes
most of the above mentioned methods. In or-
ganization of National Election Office and
ACEEEO, with participation of CIVITAS and
other organizations, there are already several
projects in process.

The National Election Office represents one
of the bases of Hungarian voter education.



Karanun Kebuk, Accuctent no npoektam AOBLIBE

IHpocBenienue uzduparesied B Benrpumn

., Cywnocmuio epascoanckux oen aeisomes
0C6e00MAEHHOCTb, 20MOBHOCHTb U
akmusHoe yyacmue”

(®@peodepuro Matiop)

Kaxxoe o0ImiecTBo 3aMHTEPECOBAHO B TOM,
4TOOBI IOATOTOBUTH MOJIOABIX H30Mparemnei
K BBINIOJHCHHUIO OOLICCTBCHHBIX pabOT H
TaK)Xe K rpaxiaHcTBy. Sl aymaro, 4To 3Ta
LUTaTa OTPAXKAET BCIO CYLUIHOCTH U BCE 1IEeJIU
Haiei paboTsl.

OcBeIOMJIEHHOCTB: HaIlla IeJb BOCIUTATH
CO3HATENBHBIX H30UpaTEIeii U CO3HATEIIBHBIX
rpaxiaaH U3 MoJIOAbIX Jiofeil. ['0TOBHOCTB:
nepenarb U 00y4YHTh 00pa3y MBINUICHUS H
MEHTAJIMTETa IS TOro, 4TOOBI 3aCTaBUTH
MOJIOAEKE OBITh 00S3aHHBIM K JIEMOKPATHH.
AKTUBHOE yYacTHE:

MBI JOJIKHBI YYUTb

ux Ba’>XHOCTHU y4dacTtus Ha BI)I60an

u B JACMOKPATUYICCKUX nporpammax,

HUHCTUTYTaxX.

Jns

UACAJIBHOTIO IIOJIOKCHU A,

TOro, YTOOBI JAOCTUTHYTb TOro

npu  KOTOPOM
HE HYXHO IIPOBOJAUTH aruTaluio, KOria
MOJIOAEKD OCO3HAECT Ba)KHOCTb AKTUBHOIO
3aMHTEpecyeTcs OyayIuM

CTpPaHbI U UMECT KCIIAHUC BIIUATH Ha6y11y1uee,

rpaXxJ1aHCTBa,

MBI IOJKHBI Pa3BUTB CIIOCOOHOCTH M HABBIKH,
HeoOXoauMble B JeMokpaTui. K coxxanzeHuio
B crpanax Cpenneit u Boctounoit EBpomnsl
(Gmarozmapsi IPaBUTENIBCTBY) JIIOAH OOJIBIIE
3HAIOT O CBOMX OOS3aHHOCTSIX, YeM CBOHX
mpaBax. JUIs M3MEHEHHsS 3TOro MOAXOMA
MIPEACTONT €€ MHOTO CAENATh, HO OJHUM 3
aCIIeKTOB 3TOr0 MOOYAMTH MOJOIBIX JIIOAEH

roJ0COBAaTh.
16 ner Hazajg Hama CcTpaHa crala
JIEMOKpPAaTUYHOM, B KOTOPOH rpaxiaHe

MOIr'yT MOJIb30BaTbCd pPaBHBIM, BCCO6H_II/IM,

HETIOCPEICTBEHHBIM u TaifHbIM
n3buparenbHelM  mpaBoM.  C oxHOH
CTOPOHBI MOXXHO TIOHSTH, YTO HOXKHIIBIC

JIIOAM  TONO3PUTENbHBI, OHU IKUJIU HPHU
HO C JApyroi

CTOPOHBI T'PYCTHO, YTO B TeueHUH 16 et

OJIHONIAPTUIHON cucrteme,

MOJUTHYECKas JJIUTa HEe cMoria ybGenuTh
IoAed B MX BaXHOCTU M O IPOYHOCTHU
JIeMOKpaTHH.

OTHOCUTEIBHO MOJIOAEKU CUTYaLUsI APYyTasl,
MIOTOMY YTO OOJBIIMHCTBO MOJIOABIX JIIOAEH
[IOB3POCIIEIU B YCIOBUAX JeMOKpaTuu. S He
X04y BJaBaTbCAd B YaCTHOCTU COLMOJIOIMH

rojloCoBaHUs, HO s JAyMaro, 4YTO Hapsangy
C JOpyTMMHU INpHYMHAMH (KaK OCO3HAHHE
TIOJIO’KSHHU S, TPAJUITHOHHOCTH N3aBUCHMOCTB)
camas Oombmmasi mpobieMa CBsi3aHa C
noautuyeckoil Kynwsrypoil. Ilomutuueckas
KyJbTypa OXBaTbIBa€T BCE ACIEKThI y4aCTUS
B IOJUTUKE B KadyeCTBE IOIUTUKOB, WU
yepe3 MCHOJHCHHE CBOMX IPaKIaHCKUX
npas. [TomnTkn 0cOGEHHO HHTEPECOBAHBI B
AQKTUBHOCTH TPaKIaH, OHU JOJKHBI 1aBaTh
MOTHB K TOJIOCOBAaHUIO, U IIOKa3blBaTh
XOPOIIMK IpUMEp, SBIAACH HNOIUTUYECCKH
OcobenHo

3aUHTEPECCOBAHHBIMU. nus-3a

KOpPOTKOI'o BpEMCHHU, npomeamero co

BpEMEHU CMCHbI CTpOs, M TaKXKE H3-3a

HENPABHJIBHBIX ~ TIOCTYIKOB  IOJIUTHKOB,
9TOT MOTHB W HHTepec OTCycTByWOT. C
JIPYToi CTOPOHBI HEOOXOUMO MPOCBEUIATh U
YYUTH TPaXJIaH JJIs TOTO, YTOOBI OHU CTaTH
«XOpOUINMUY TPaXKTaHAMH.

B rmazax wmonoablx Jogeil rocynapcTBo
SBJISICTCS KAKUM-TO JAJIEKUM, HEIOCTYITHBIM
cymecTByromuM  0e3

u He 3a HUX. OpmHa wu3 HOpu4nuH TOrO,

TIOHATUCM, HUX
Oo4YeMy MOJIOABIC JIFOAU OCTBAJIAIOT 0e3
BHUMaHUA OTU HOporpammbl, COCTOUT B
TOM, 4YTO OOBIKHOBEHHbBIE MOJIOABIC JIHOAU
HE CTaJIKUBAKOTCA C TOCyAapCTBOM, OHH
BE€AYT CBOIO KM3Hb HC CO3HaBasl BAXXHOCTHU
CyHI€CTBOBaHU A B IICMOKpaTPI‘IeCKOﬁ

CTpaHe. Koneuno 5310 He 3HA4YUT, HYTO
HOJUTHKH JOJI’)KHBI BECTHU cebst Kak 3BE31BL
SCTpadbl Ajd TOro, 4TOOBI HpI/I6III/I3I/ITI)C$[

K MOJIOABIM JIFOJlaM, a 3TO 3HA4YUT, 4YTO OHH

JIOJDKHBI TIOKa3aTh BCE IEMU U CYIIHOCTh
CBOEGH JNEATeNBHOCTH, W IOKa3aTh MM, Kak
OHH MOTYT CIIOCOOCTBOBAThH JOCTUIKECHUIO
3THX LeJIeH ¢ IOMOIIBI0 ToJOoCOBaHUS. B
OTHOLIEHUH T'PaXXTAHCKOTO 00pa30BaHUS
BaXHO 3aMETHTh, YTO €ro KOPHH HaXOIM
B Benrpuu B 18-om Beke (Ratio Educatio-
nis, 1777) m cormacno HanwonamsHOMY
y4eOHOMY IIaHy, omoOpeHHOMy B 2002
rojly, TpaxkJaHckoe oOpa3oBaHUE SIBISIETCS
00513aTeITBHBIM, XOTS PE3YJIBTAT HE IMUPOKOT0
ornpoca MOSICHUI MHE, 4TO K COXKaJCHHUIO
MIPAKTHKa COBCEM HE COOTBETCBYET JTOMY
o0s3aTenbcTBY. [loaTOMY MHOTO MOJOIBIX
B BO3pacTe, MMIONINE MNPaBO HA ydacTHE
B TOJOCOBAaHHM HHKOTAA HE CIBIIAIA O
JIeHCTBYOMIEH
3Has 9TO (aKT HE TPYTHO MOHSATH MPUUMHBI

MMOJTUTHYCCKON  CHCTEME.
0e3pa3Iuaust MOJIOAEKH K BEIOOpaM.

Kpome 3T0OrO, B OOBIKHOBEHHOU CEMbE, TIC
MOJIOZBIC MOTJIH OBl YCIJIBIIIATH O MOJIHUTHKE,
HE T'OBOPST HU CJOBa O Heil. DTO MOXKHO
OOSICHUTH TEM, YTO POAHMTEIH TaKXKe HE
WHTEPECYIOTCS IOJIUTUKON, MO0 OHH HE
XOTSIT, YTOOBI UX JIETH 3aHUMAJIMCh TAKUMH
nenmamu. [loaToMy SICHO, TIOYEMY B OXHOM
M3 MCCIICAOBAHUN. MOJOABIC HA3BIBAIOTS
«HETPaMOTHBIMH B 00JIACTH BEIOOPOBY
Pa3Hble BO3MOXHOCTH CYHICCTBYIOT JIJIS
pemeHuss 3tux mnpodiem. OOmel uepToit
3TUX METOHOB €CTh TpeOOBaHHE OOMIATHCS
C MOJIONEKBIO Ha WX sA3bIKE. DTO 3HAYMT,
HEOOXOAUMO HCKJIFOUHUTH

4TO TpYIHBIH

(ropuu4ecKnii) s3bIK, OPraHU30BaTh UTIPHI,




In addition to its general programs, the of-
fice makes great effort to educate the youth
too. Billboards, telecommunication, press
advertisements, information leaflets, an elec-
tion booklet, election information service,
a phone client service and a website (Www.
valasztas.hu) belong to its general activities.
They soon had to realize the importance of
the youth voters and that they needed to be
handled differently. So they turned these
mentioned activities to the language of youth,
they soon developed special programs just
for them. They were the first who tried to
encourage first voters with a little welcome
gift (pen, gift card, etc.) by the election. This
little gesture makes youth feel important for
the state. But the problem is that most of them
never get to the polling station. Like I men-
tioned before, school is essential in civic edu-
cation. The National Election Office has put
together an information package for the use of
educational institutes about the elections that
could be built into the syllabus to complete
their studies. The billboards and press adver-
tisements with the use of caricatures became
more reachable. In 2002 the first voters got
their own website, called www.elsovalaszto.
hu. With its easy language, a test election and
all the pictures makes it fun to look around
on the site. It also contains games too. For
the EU Election the price was a cell phone,
for the one, who answered most of the ques-
tions right. (Of course the questions were
about elections and all the answers could be
answered by simply reading the site.) For
the EU Election an information booklet was

made also to summarize all the information
about EU. For the upcoming election two ap-
plications/tenders are to be mentioned. Both
the essay competition called “I became a
constituent!” (Valasztopolgar lettem!), and
the quiz game offers valuable prices (like cell
phones) for the best ones.

The CIVITAS Association, with its concep-
tion called “Good citizen” connected with
programs like “Human and society” (“Ember
¢s tarsadalom”), “Civil attitude and willing-
ness in the society” (“Polgari magatartas ¢s
készségek a tarsadalomban”), or the ,,Pro-
gram of civil initiatives” (,,Civil Kezdemé-
nyezések Programja”), shows a fine example
of how voter education is connected to civic
education. All of these programs along with
many publications are effective and success-
ful. They involve both youth and teachers to
make progress together. To youth they offer
games, camps, discussions, to teachers useful
practices.

Our Association takes a big part of voter
education too. One of ACEEEQO’s most recent
programs is called “First voters in Parlia-
ment”, which gives an excellent opportunity
not just to see our House of Parliament, but
also to learn and ask about the election pro-
cess. During the visit a 30 minutes long film
is presented to teach about election history, so
they can see where we came from, and about
the current election system. A little present
belongs to the visit; all of the students receive
a DVD of our national symbols. Our website
the www.firstvoter.org provides in three lan-
guages great amount of information about the

elections, election history, election’s process,
etc., plus publications, games. On this web-
site can be found our newly invented program
called “Who would you choose?” (“Te kit
vélasztanal?”). With its 25 questions it helps
youth to orient their political interest, prefer-
ence. It’s a great help for those who under-
stand some from politics, but cannot choose
from the parties. The idea of the “Global Day
of Elections” was realized first this year. It
was also a unique thought to celebrate this
day each year on the first Thursday of Febru-
ary. This day was again an excellent chance
for youth to learn about elections, learn to un-
derstand the importance of elections through
an exhibition of the history of elections. Our
Education package is also a useful instrument
to implement civic knowledge into education.
In the frame of an EU project called “Non
armis,sed vi suffragiorum” (By the authority
of the ballot, not the force of the bullet) dif-
ferent activities are planned e.g. discussion,
exchange of best practices, publication of
writings, creating a website, which comple-
ment each other and will be undertaken by a
coalition of NGOs from member states of the
EU. We are convinced that series of common
activities can produce better results than one
single event. Therefore we have composed a
“package” by the help of which we can reach
young citizens in different forms (in-school
activities, printed publication and Internet).
The main event, a conference will take place
in Hungary the aim of which is exchange of
best practice concerning civic and youth vot-
ers’ education in the EU.

Usually these programs are based on the
National Core Curricula (Nemzeti Alaptan-
terv), which also contains teaching of civic
education (including election materials). The
knowledge could be built in history lessons or
could be taught separately. In addition to this,
continuing professional education would be
necessary for teachers. Not just the youth, but
first of all the teachers must understand the
need of citizenship education to overcome the
difficulties in the field of education. Useful
practices, games have to be taught for teach-
ers to facilitate their work.

All these efforts are slowly reaching their
goals, but to activate youth voters we have to
look farther. A change in political attitude,
culture (both on politicians and on voters
side) and emphasizing the importance of po-
litical socialization are one of the first steps
that has to be made.



MPOBOJAUTH JUCKYCCUUM U COPEBHOBAHUS,
MOOLIPATh MUX IOJapKaMH, IO03HAKOMHUTD
MOJIOAEKb C MPAKTUKOW, U.T.1.. OOydeHue -
9TO HE JIOCTATOYHOE, HO OCHOBHOE CPE/ICTBO
JUIS  TOro, 4TOOBI MOJOAEXKE OCO3HAIa

Ba’>XHOCTD INOJIMTUYCCKUX OCII.

IIpakTuka, npumensemas B Benrpuuy,
OXBAaTbIBACT BCE BBIIIECYIIOMSIHYTbIC METOBIL.
B oprammsanmum  OOGIIeHAMOHAJIEHOTO
n30MpaTeTHHOTO Oropa, Accounanuu
OpPraHU3aTOPOB  BHIOOPOB,  OPraHMU3ALUU
«UUBUTAC» u npyrux oOpraHusanuil

MPpOBOASATCA MHOTO IIPOCKTOB.

OObmeHannoHaabHOE H30MpaTEIbHOE OI0PO
SIBJIIETCSI ONHHMM W3 OCHOBHBIX JesITelel
B o0macTu mpocBemeHHus wu30upareneii B
Benrpun. Kpome cBomx o0mux mporpamm,
OHO

3aHUMACTCs u IIPpOCBCLHICHUEM

MOJIOJIBIX n30uparenei. [Inakarsr,

TEIICKOMMYHUKAIIMOHHBIE W TICYaTHBIC
PEeKIIaMBbL, KPaTKUEITHCTOBKHU, N30 paTeIbHbIC
terpanu, Uzouparensaas MapopmannonHas
Cryx0a, TeneoHHas TNHUS 1 BeOCAlT (WWW.
valasztas.hu) cuurarorcs cpeacTBamu cBOCH
nesitenbHOCTH. OHO CKOPO TIOHSIIO BAXKHOCTh
MOJIOABIX HM30Upareneid U TO, YTO C HHUMH
HYXHO o0pamarbcsio npyromy. [loatomy Bce
MIEPCYUCIICHHBIC CPEJICTBA IMPUMEHSIINCH Ha
SI3BIKE MOJIOJIEIKHU, TIOSIBHIIUCH CIICIIUATIBHBIC
nporpaMmbl. B WHTEpecax MOTHBHUPOBaHUS
MOJIOIC)KH, TOJIOCY FOIIIMM BIICPBEIC TOAAPUITH
«HarpaxaeHue» (PydKy WIH IPaMoTy). DTOT
HEOOJIBIION 3HAK BHHMAaHHUS IMOOYXKIaeT y
MOJIOAEKHU YyBCTBO COOCTBEHHON Ba)KHOCTH
K rocymapcTBy. OmHaKo mpodiemMa B TOM,
9TO0 OOJBIIMHCTBO W3 HHX HHUKOIJIA HE
YyBCTBYIOT 9TOTO J0 BpeMeHU BEIOOpoB. Kak
s K€ paHbIIe YIOMSHYJIa OCHOBHYIO POJIb B
IPaKJaHCKOM 00pa30BaHUU HTPAIOT IIKOJIEIL.
OObmeHannoHaabHOE H30MpaTEIbHOE OI0PO
cOCTaBIWJIO HMHOOPMAIIMOHHBIH  IAKeT O
BBIOOpax s y4eOHBIX 3aBeieHn . [Litakarer,
M TIeYaTHBIC PEKJaMbl C KapUKATypPHBIMH
M300paKCHUSIMH ~ CTaJW  IOIMYJISIPHBIMHU.
B 2002 romy Obl1 co3maH BeOCaWT s
TOJIOCYFOIUX
to.hu),

CBOUM JICTKOIIOHATHBIM SA3BIKOM, Hp06HLIM

BHEepBEe (Www.elsovalasz-

KOTOPBIA HPHUBJIEKAET MOJIOAEKD

roJIOCOBAHUEM U
Ilepen
TOT IMOJIb30BaTENIb, KOTOPHIA OTBETHUJ Ha

(hoTkaMu,  UTpaMH.

BeIOOpamMu B EBpomapmament,

OOJIBIIUHCTBO BOIPOCOB  MOJIOKUTECIIBHO,

MOJIyYHII MOOHIIBHUH TenedoH.

(Koneuno BOIpOCH KacaJnuch BEIOOPOB,

U OpodyuTaB MaTcpualibl BeOcaiiTa MOXKHO

Takxe Oblia

OBUIO OTBETHTHh HAa HUX).

MOATOTOBJICHa MH(pOPMAIMOHHAs Opomropa
06 EC. Ilepen ouepenubsIMH BBIOOpaMU
B IapilaMEeHT IPOBOAST JBa KOHKypca:
LEHHbIE Harpajgbl MOXXHO HOJYYHTH 32
COCTaBJICHHE UCCIIEIOBaHMS Ha TeMy « 51 ctan

I/I36I/IpaTeJ'ICM>) 1 3a y4acCTHuc B OZ[HOfI urpe.

Accommnanust « [ {TUBUTAC»
NnporpamMmy IMoJ Ha3BaHHEM

HUMEET CBOIO

«xopouuit
rpakJIaHUH», KOTOpas CBA3aHa C IPOCKTaMK
«YemoBek u oOmecTBO», «I'paxmaHckoe
MOBE/IEHNE U TPaKIAHCKUE CHOCOOHOCTH B
obmectBe» u «lIporpamMma TpaskJaHCKHX
uHULMaTuB».  IIporpamMma  mokasblBacT
XOpOIINH MpHUMep BKIIOUCHHS H30Hupareneit
B TpaxkJlaHCKOe 00pa3oBaHME. DTH MPOCKTHI
BMECTE C MHOTMMM H3JAHUSMHU SBIISIOTCS
OUYCHb

ehHeKTHBHBIMA W  YCHCIIHBIMH.

B NIPOeKTaX  INPHHUMAIOT  ydYacTHe

npenoaaBaTe/iu u MOJIOAE KD JJI TOTO, YTOOBI
BMECTC.

pa3BUBATLCA Onu npeainaraoT

MOJIONIEKH UIr'pbl, Jarepsa, AHUCKYCCHUH, a

Mpeno/aBaTessiMm - MOJIC3HbIC METOJbI
IIPOCBEIICHUSL.
Hama Accoumanus Takke IPHHAMACT

3HAYUTEIIBHOEC Yy4acTHE B IPOCBELICHUH
n3bupareneit. OqHa U3 HOBEHIUX IPOrpaMM
AOBILIBE
Brepsble B IlapnamenTe» u mpepocTaBisieT

Ha3bIBACTCA «FOJ'IOCYIOHII/IQ

MOJIOAEKU OTIUYHYIO BO3MOXKHOCTb
noceTuTbh 37aHue IlapiamenTa, a Takke
YUYUTBECS W HONYy4YUTHh HHpOpPMAUio 00
n3buparenbHOl cucteme. B pamkax sroit

porpamMMbl  MOJOABIM  IOKAa3bIBACTCS
obpasoBarenbHEI ¢(misM Ha 30 MHHYT O
JIeHCTBY O

1 00 HCTOPUHU BBEIOOPOB, TaK YTOOBI OHH

n30MpaTenbHON  cucTeMe
y3HalIu OTKyJa Mbl. Mojozable MONIy4aroT
MaJIeHbKUH mojapok, a umenHo JBJI, o
HAIIUX HAIWMOHAJIBHBIX CHUMBONax. Hamr
BeOcaliT www.firstvoter.org mpenocrasiser
OoJIbIIOE  KOJIMYECBTO HHPOpPMAIUH O
BEIOOpax, 00 UCTOPHH M30UPATEIBHBIX IIpaB
W.T.J., ¥ IPO(QECCHOHAIBHBIC CTAThU U UTPBL
Ha sTom BeGcaiiTe TakKe MOXKHO HAUTH OTHY
HOBYIO HJeI0 1o Ha3BaHueM «Koro ObI THI
n3bpan?». Ora mporpaMMa COIACPXKHT 25
BOIIPOCOB U IOMOKET MOJIOAEKH Y3HATH CBOK
noiauTHYeckue npedepeHun. OTo Oobmas
MIOMOILb ISl T€X, KTO HMEET HEKOTOpPbIC
[I03HAHM B IOJUTUKE, HO HE CMOKET CAeIaTh
BEIOOp Mex 1y mapTusiMu. M nest « Becemupaoro
JIHST BBIOOPOB» OblIa OCYIECTBIICHA MEPBBIN
pas B 9TOM rofy.

D10 OBLIO YHUKAJIBHOW HJECH Mpa3IHOBATH

9TOT JE€Hb B KaXJOM TIOJy B HEpPBBIH
yeTBepr QeBpaiiss. DTOT MPa3IHUK CTal
XOpoIleld BO3MOKHOCTBIO [UJIsSi MOJIOIAEKH

Y4YUTHCA BI)I60paM, IIOHATH BaXXHOCTbHb

BBEIOOPOB 4Yepe3 BBICTABKY 00 HUCTOPHH
BbIOOpOB. Hamr «oOpa3oBaTenbHBIN MaKeT»
SIBJISICTCSI TIOJIC3HBIM CPEICTBOM BHEIPCHHUS
rpakJaHCKUX 3HaHUI BoOpa3oBanue. [Ipoekt
nox Ha3BanueM “Non armis, sed vi suffra-
giorum” (I'omocoBanneMm, a HE OpyXHEM),
nojJiep>kaHHblii  EBponeiickum  coro3om,
BKJTFOUAETBCEOSpa3HBICIIIIAHBI IS TCIBHOCTH
Harp. obmeH

CCMUHAPLI, HaWJIy4dlIuM

ONBITOM,  IyONMKAamus  HCCIEHOBaHUH,
KOTOpBIE IOTOJIHSIOT APYT Apyra u OyayT
OCYIISCTBJICHBI B  COTPYQHHYECTBE C
Hamumu naptaépamu u3 EC. Ml yoexaeHs!,
9TO PSIi COBMECTHBIX JECHCTBHH MOXET
nprHECTH OOJbIIE pPEe3yIbTaTOB, Y€M OJHO
€IMHCTBEHHOE MEPOIIPHUATHE, MOITOMY MBI
COCTAaBIJIN IAKEeT», C MOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOTO
MOXXHO OyIeT CBSI3aTbCSI C  MOJIOJBIMHU
rpaxJaHaMH B pa3nndHoi (opme (depe3
dbopmanbHOE 00yueHME, U3aHKs, BEOCANT).
LleHTpasbHBIM COOBITHEM JTOTO IPOEKTA
cTaHeT KOH(EepeHIs, KOTOpasi COCTOUTCS B
Benrpun. llens koH(pEpeHIN- MOAETHTHCS
ONMBITOM B 00NacTH  TpaKTAHCKOTO
oOpa3oBaHust M 0Opa30BaHMSI MOJOJIBIX

n3bupareieit B EBponeiickom coro3e.

OOBIYHO 3TH MPOEKTHI OCYIIECTBIISIOTCS 110
HannonansHOMY y4eOHOMY IUTaHy, KOTOPBIi
COIEPKUT yKa3aHWe W Ha TPaXkTAHCKOE
obOpa3oBanme (BKJIOWasi HM30MpaTeIbHBIC
TEeMBI). OTO 3HAaHHE MOXHO IIepelarh B
paMKax ypoKOB 00 HCTOPHH, HIIN OTAEIHHOTO
9TOro, HEOOXOIUMO

npenmera.  Kpowme

OBLIIO OBI MPOBOJUTD [IOCTOSIHHY IO

npodeccuoHaIbHY IO [OJITOTOBKY
npenojopareneid. He Toapko MoJ0AEXD,
HO B IEPBYIO oOuYepeab IperojaBaresu
HEOOXOIMMOCTh

JIOJI2KHBI IIOHATH

IpaX<IaHCKOTO 00pa3oBaHMS JJIsi  TOTO,
9TOOBI pemars NpoOJIeMbl B 3TOI 00JIACTH.
[Monesnyro MpaKkTHKY, UTPHl HYXHO YUUTH
MIPENofaBaTelsIM C IeTbI0 OOJeTYeHusT UX
paboTEL.

Bce »TH mporpaMMBl ¥ METOIBI JOCTHTAIOT
CBOEH 1eNH, HO IS MOOYKJICHHUS MOJOJBIX
n3bupareneil Mbl JODKHBI IMPEAIPUHIMATH
W3menenue

):[anLHefmme maru.

MOJIUTHYECKOH  IO3MIUHU, IOJUTHYECKON
KYJIBTYPBI (TOJTUTHKOB U N30HpaTese TakixKe)
U NMOAUEPKUBAHNE BAXXHOCTH IOJINTHYECKOMH
COLMAIM3AIINY SIBJISTFOTCS] OHUMHU M3 IEPBBIX

1aroB, KOTOPbIC HYXKHO IIPEAIIPUHUMATD.
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Giedre Simanauskaite, Project coordinator of the Centre of civic initiatives

Voter and civic education in Lithuania

Nowadays in many
countries exists a big
problem, because
many citizens do not
want to participate in
political life, to be in-
volved in democratic
processes, to rule the

country. This indif-

ference has several
reasons: some people think that one vote will
not change the results of the elections, or they
are just disappointed with or not interested in
the political life. Other people, especially the
older ones, think that despite the party in pow-
er, life will be the same and all politicians are
just stealers and liars, who work just to make
their own life better. Very often the view of
the political life, which is showed for people,
is not objective and informative because the
mass media shows not the piece of legisla-
tions or other important information, but such
unessential things like the quarrels between
politicians, or their spare-time activities.
Also, people are disappointed that before the
elections politicians are interested in people’s
daily life, they try to solve their problems or
support them, but after the elections, people
are forgotten and politicians don’t remember
their promises as well. Despite all these facts,
the government and NGOs try to prompt peo-
ple to be not listless and to encourage them
to do their political duty - to vote. Particu-
larly great attention is paid to young people,
because they cannot be apathetic and deeply
disappointed with politics. Please, have a look
on the histograms to familiarize with Lithua-
nian’s political situation.

Referendum on Lithuania’s membership of
the European Union, 10-11 May 2003

Results of referendum

Data from 2040 districts (100.00% of 2040),
60 towns and regions (100.00% of 60).
Number of voters - 2638886,

turnout - 1672317 (63.37%).

Invalid ballot-papers - 20526 (1.23%),

valid ballot-papers - 1651791 (98.77%).

Referendum has taken place.
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Also I would like to mention that before the
Referendum on Lithuania’s membership of
the European Union, the problem of “dead”
votes was solved. Before that, the list of vot-
ers was made 6 months before the elections,
so people, who died during that period were
reckon in 100% people who have to vote.
Therefore, the activity of voting was inaccu-
rate and perverted.

Civic training lessons

In Lithuania many various actions are done to
educate young people as active citizens. First-
ly, education starts at school, in civic train-
ing lessons. The senior pupils, who are about
17-18 year-old, have this lesson. During the
lesson, pupils are acquainted with political
parties, their histories, leaders, and ideology.
Also People also get to know the constitution
and the main laws.

During the lesson pupils play debates by the
topicality or they have discussions, where
they act as the leaders of different political
parties and present that party ideology. How-
ever, sometimes these lessons are not very ef-
fective, because teachers teach history during
this lesson because of the over laden tutorial
system.

Lithuanian school students’
Parliament

An other important educational mean is
Lithuanian school students’ parliament. This
is a project, made 6 years ago, by the centre
of Civic initiatives. Parliament consists of
95 pupils, who were democratically elected
by students — firstly, at their schools and then
at the municipalities. If a pupil wants to be
elected to Lithuanian School Students’ Parlia-
ment, he/she has to be a 9-12 form pupil, and
to collect 40 other pupils’ signatures. Then a
student has to create his elective programme,
to organize elective team and to make agita-
tion. In the elective programmes pupils raise
the purposes and tasks how to solve pupils’
problems, make their life better and easier.
The elections are organized by the pupils.
Teachers sometimes help them if pupils need
some aid. The model of elections is the same
as in real elections. One day before elections,



I'mppe Cumanayckaiite, Pykooauresb npoexkToB LleHTpa rpaiaHCcKuX MHHIIUATHB

IIpocBemenue rpaxkan u uzouparesied B Jiurse

B wmame Bpems cymiectByer — OombIias
mpoOiieMa B MHOTHX CTpaHax, MOTOMY 9YTO
MHOTHC TpaXKIaHe HE JKEJIAIT INPHHUMATH
Y4acTHe B MOJUTUYCCKON JKU3HH, BKITIOYATHCS
B JIGMOKPAaTHUYECKHE IPOLECCHI,
210

PasHbIMU [IPUYHUHAMU: HEKOTOPBIC AYyMArOT, UTO

YIPaBISTh
CTpaHoi. Oe3pazimune  OOSICHSETCS
OJIHH I'0JIOC HE MOJKET MOBJIHATH HA PE3YIIBTAThI
BBIOOPOB, HEKOTOPBIC PAa304apOBaHbI WM HE
WHTEPECYIOTCS TIOIUTUKOM, IPyTHEe, 0COOCHHO
MOKIJIBIC JIFOIH, TYMAOT, YTO HECMOTpS Ha
TO, KaKasi IapTusi HAXOAUTCS Y BIIACTH, )KU3Hb
HE M3MEHSETCSI U BCE IOJIMTHKHU SIBJSIFOTCS
BOpaMH H JDKCLAMH, PabOTAFOIIMMHU TOJBKO
C UETBbI0 YIydlIeHUst cBoed sku3HH. OueHb
YacTO IOJUTUYECCKAS JKU3Hb MPEICTBIACTCS
JIOISIM HE B 0OBEKTHBHOM U MH()OPMATHBHOM
Buje, noromy uro B CMU ocsemtor takue
CCOpBI
MEXIy TIOJHTHKAMHU, WX JESATCIBHOCTH B

HE3HAYUTCJIbHBIC ACIICKThI, Kak

CB06OIIHOC BpEMs, a HE NOKa3bIBAIOT BOIIPOCHI

3aKOHOAATCIILCTBA u Apyrue Ba’XHHBIC
I/IH(i)OpMaIII/II/I. Jlromn  Takxke pa3o4apOBaHbI
TEM, HYTO HEpea BI)I60paMI/I IIOJIMTUKH
HUHTEPECYIOTCA TIOBCETHEBHOM JKHU3HBIO

JIOZiel, OHM CTaparoTCs PEIINTh MPOOIEMBI U
TIOJUAEPIKATh JIFOIEH, HO 110CiIe BBIOOPOB JIOAN
1 o0emnanyst 3a0bIBAIOTCS MOJIUTHKAMH.

HecmoTrpss Ha 2TO, TpaBHUTENbCTBA U
HerpaBUTeNnbcTBeHHbIe opranm3anuu (HITO)
CTapaloTcsi NOOyXHaTh Jroned He ObITh
0e3pa3IMUHBIMK, ¥ TaKXKe IOOMIPSIOT WX
BBITIOJIHSTE CBOM MOJIMTUYCCKHE O0SI3aHHOCTH,
T.€. TOJOCOBAT. OcobenHo  Gonbluoe
BHHMAaHHUE YJCISIETCSI MOJIOAEXKH, MOCKOIBKY
OHH HE JOJDKHBI OBITh Oe3pasIMYHBIMH K
MIOJIUTUKE M OBITh Pa304apOBAHHBIMH B HEH.
Jlnst Toro, 4To0bI y3HaThH cuTyanuio B JIutse,
s mpomry Bac B3NIIHYTH Ha CIIEIYIOIIYIO

TUcTorpammy.

Pedepenaym o yiencrBe JINTBbI

B EBponeiickom Corose

10-11 mas 2003 .

Pe3yabThl pedepenayma

Jannste n3 2040 paitonos (100.00% n3 2040),
60 roponos u pernonos (100.00% u3 60).
KonmuectBo n3bupareneii - 2638886,

siBKa - 1672317 (63.37%).
HeneticTBuTenbHbIC OIOMICTEHH -

20526 (1.23%), neficTBUTENBHEIE OIOIETEHH -
1651791 (98.77%). Pedepenmym cocToscs.

KommuectBo ronocos
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S xouy
MIpOBEZICHNEM  pedepeHayma
JInteel B EBpomnetickom Corose Obuta perreHa

OTMETUTh W TO, 4YTO TIEPCH

0 WIEHCTBE
mpoOieMa  «MEPTBBIX» ToJOocoB. PaHbiie
CIHCOK u30mpareneid ObLT COCTaBlICH 3a 6
MECSIIEeB Iepea BBIOOpaMH, TaK YTO JIFONH,
YMHpaBIIME 32 TOT MEPUOJ, SBISUIUCH TOXKE

H30MpaTEIIIMH.

Iloozomogumensnvle ypoku no
zparrcoancmey

B Jlutse
NEUCTBHS 110 OOYYCHHIO MOJIOAEKH OBITh

NPEANIPUHUMAKOTCA  pa3INYHbIC

AaKTUBHBIMH  Tpa)<IaHaMHU. Bo-nepssix,
oOpa3oBaHHe B (opMe ITOATOTOBUTEIBHBIX
YPOKOB I10 FPa>KJaHCTBY HAYUHAETCS] B LIKOJIAX.
Takue ypoku HOJIy4daroT CTyACHTBL, UMCIOLIHE
17-18 nernuii Bo3pact. B pamke 3TuxX ypokos
CTYy/ICHTOB

MapTUsiM, UX HCTOPUEH, PYKOBOIMTEISIMH U

3HaKOMAT C  IOJHUTHYCCKHUMH
HﬂCOHOFHeﬁ, a TAKKE MU3Yy4aroT KOHCTUTYLUIO

W DIABHBIE 3aKOHBL. B  TedeHMm HTHX
YPOKOB CTYACHTBHI IPOBOIAT IHUCKYCHH 00
aKTyaJIbHBIX BONPOCAX WJIM BBICTYMAIOT Kak
PYKOBOJHTENH PA3HbIX MOJIUTHISCKUX MapTUH

U OpEeACTaBIIAOT UACOJIOTUIO ITapTUH. OIIHaKO,

[IOTOMY YTO MpEernojaBaresid  MpernojaroT
CKOpee HCTOPHIO, a HE JTOT IPEIMET, U3-3a
TIePErpyKEHHON CUCTEMBI OOYICHUSL.

Cmyoenueckuii napnamenm Jlument
JIlpyruM BaKHBIM DIIEMEHTOM IPOCBEHICHUS
B JlutBe ectp CryaeHdyeckuil mnapiaMeHT
JIuTBBI, cCO3MaHHBIH IeCTh JieT Ha3aa LlenTpom
rpaxaaHCKuX nHAIMATHB. [lapiameHT cocTout
n3 95 CTymeHTOB, KOTOpbIC W30OUPAIOTCS

CTyA€HTaMU JACMOKpPAaTUu4HO, CHaJaJia B

[IKOJIaX, TOTOM Ha  MYHHUIWIAINTETAaX.
Ecmu  crymeHT Xouer uW30parhCs 4ICHOM
CryneH4ecKkoro

JIOJDKEH OBITH CTYICHTOM ¢ 9-oro mo 12-writ

napiameHra JIMTBBL, OH
KJ1acC ¥ JOJDKCH coOparh MOIMUCH COpOKa
JPYTHX CTYACHTOB. [TOTOM CTY/IEHT COCTaBIIsIeT
CBOIO M30UpATENIBbHYO IPOrPaMMY, OPraHU3yeT
CBOIO TIPYIIy CTOPOHHHKOB M HPOBOIUT
arutauuto.  V30uparenbHas — mporpamma
CTYJICHTOB IOCBSIIICHA 3a/[a4aM I10 PELICHUIO
npobiaeM  CTYICHTOB  JUIsl

JCarb JKU3Hb CTYACHTOB OoJee HpHi[THOfI

TOTO, YTOOBI

n  Oe3zaborHOi. BpIGOpHI  OpraHu3yroT
CTY/ICHTHI, a TIPENOJIaBaTeNIN IOMOTAIOT, €CIIN
noHanoburcs. M30uparensHas cucreMa B 5TOM
cilydae SIBISIETCS TaKOM e, KaK y HACTOSIINX
BBIOOPOB. 3a OJMH JEHb Mepes roJI0COBAHIEM
aruTanys JOJDKHAa — OBITH IpekpaimeHa. Bo
BpeMsl BBIOOPOB KaXIbIl CTYHAEHT HMEeT
BO3MOJKHOCTH TOJIOCOBaTh M M30paTb CBOETO
npencraButenas B CTyneHUYeCKHH MapiIaMeHT
Jlutebl. Kaxkaplii cTyneHT, n30paHHBI B CBOCH
IIKOJIE, TIOTIAIaeT BO BTOpoi Typ. [lobenurenn
IIKOJIBHBIX ~ BBIOOPOB ~ BCTPEYAIOTCSl  HA
MYHHIUIIAJIATETaX W MPEICTABISIOT CBOIO
nporpamMmy apyr apyry. Ilocme storo onm

IoJaro0T rojioca 3a JiBa KaHaujara.
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the agitation has to be stopped. During the
elections, all the pupils have a possibility to
vote and to elect their delegate to Lithuanian
school students’ parliament. All the pupils,
who were elected at their schools, go to the
second round and the winners at schools

"
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meet in the municipality. They present their
elective programmes to each other. After the
introduction, they have 2 votes for the best
candidates to the parliament. The number of
parliament members elected in each Lithu-
anian city depends on the number of schools
in the city. The term of the parliament is 2
years, and during these 2 years, Lithuanians
school students parliament has four sessions:
two in autumn and two in spring. In the first
session of the parliament pupils confirm the
parliament’s regulation; elect the president
and 2 vice-presidents. Also they choose the
committees, which they like the most (in the

parliament exist 7 different committees). The
parliament consists of 10 regions, so in each
region pupils elect the president, who goes to
the board of the parliament. To make more
sense, have a look to the structure of the par-
liament.

Lithuanian school students’ parliament mem-
bers make resolutions, which are later given to
the various institutions. Resolutions topics are
very different - from drug tests at schools and
holidays time equalization to physical train-
ing lessons in the cold period and collabora-
tion between municipalities/ government and
students. Also, parliament members repre-
sent pupils’ interests and protect their rights,
participate in many different workshops, for
example, workshop for exams system devel-
opment, drugs prevention, etc. Lithuanian
school student’s Parliament collaborates with
different institutions, such as the Ministry of
Education and Science, the Health Ministry,
the Parliament of Lithuania, also with youth
organizations. It is very important to men-
tion, that school students’ parliament is a
non-political youth organization.

After the tenure, ex Lithuanian school stu-
dents’ parliament members participate ac-
tively as well. They become leaders in other
students’ organizations, make projects, create

youth policy, etc. To sum everything up, this
project acquaint youth with democratic elec-
tions system, educate them how to formulate
purposes, find solutions to the problems, rep-
resent others’ interests, how to protect human
rights, participate in democratic processes
and to be an active citizen.

Action week and
General Education week

Also there are some smaller actions, which
educate young people to participate in civil
actions and to be active members of the soci-
ety. Action week and General Education week
are the events, which have been organized for
several years and are supported by UNESCO.
The idea of Action week was created after the
Education strategy confirmation in Lisboan,
which declares that everybody has a right to
a high-quality education. The purpose of the
last Action Week 2005 was to find reasons and
solutions why pupils skip lessons. The topics
of General Education week were “The world
without poverty”(2004) and Education for
all, everywhere and forever. In every school
of Lithuania there were discussions between
students about these topics, after that the most
active members participated in major discus-
sions with students from other schools. The
final event was in the Ministry of Education
and Science, where pupils worked in different
workshops and created resolution and a publi-
cation about the ways how the problem should
be solved. The society was familiarized with
the results of the Action and General Educa-
tion week. These projects gave a possibility
for youngsters to create their surrounding, to
find solutions to the problems from their point
of view. A very important way to involve pu-
pils in civic life is to educate young people
by public spirit. Without these long-terming
actions, in Lithuania there were done other
onetime actions, which educated civically
and encouraged young people not to be indif-
ferent and to come to vote.

Pupils Referendum on Lithuania’s
membership of the European Union

Before the real Referendum on Lithuania’s
membership of the European Union, The cen-
tre of Civic Initiatives, The School students’
Parliament and The School students Union
organized Pupils’ Referendum. In Lithuania
there were over 492 thousand students, and



Kaxpgpii ropon JIMTBEI MOXET OTIIPaBUTH
olnpeaenéHHoe YuciIo Aemyraros B [lapiament,
KOTOPOE 3aBUCHUT OT KOJIMYECTBA KO JAHHOI'O
ropona. [TapramenT n3bupaercs Ha Ba rojia, 1
3a9T0 BpeMs 3aCe1acT Ha YEThIPEX CECCUSX: 1BA
pasa oceHblo U BecHol. Ha nepBom 3acenanuu
yieHs! CTyeHIeCKOTO MapiiaMeHTa Off00OPSIIOT
yCTaB IapiraMeHTa, H30MpaloT peAceIaTess 1
JIBYX 3aMecTuTenel npeacenarens. OHU Takoke
peLIatoT BOIIPOC O TOM, B KAKOW KOMUCCUU OHU
xoTaT aeiictBoBath (B Ilapiamente ects ceMb
pa3nu4HBIX Komuccuit). [lapmameHnTt cocrout
U3 JIECATU PETHOHOB, U B KaXKJIOM PETHOHE
nonajaroiuil B

n30upaeTcs TMPe3nACHT,

HCTIOJTHUTEITLHBIA COBET napjraMeHTa.

UtoObI pa3o0paThbCs B CTPYKType MapiaMeHTa,
CMOTPHTE Ha CJIEIYIOITYI0 MOJEIb!
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Unensl CrygeHueckoro napiameHTa JIMTBBI
COCTaBIIAIOT PE30IIOLUY, KOTOPbIE OHU IIOTOM
nepefaroT pasHbIM HHCTUTyTaM. Pesomronun
KacaloTCsl Pa3HBIX TeM, TaKUX KaK KOHTPOIb
HapKOTMKOB B  ILKOJAX, YCTAHOBJICHUE
BpEMEHH KaHHKYJ, (u3Hdeckas KynsTypa B

XOJIOAHOC BpEMs U COTPYAHHUYCCTBO MEKAY

MyHUIIMIIAJIUTETAMU, MIPaBUTCIILCTBOM u
CTyAC€HTaMU. Unensl napjraMEeHTa TaKKe
MPEACTABIIAOT HUHTEPCChI CTYACHTOB u

3aLIMIIAI0T UX [IPaBa, OHU IIPUHUMAIOT y4acTUE
B MHOIOYMCJICHHBIX pPa3HbIX CEMUHApax,
HalpUMep Ha CEeMUHAPE [0 PA3BUTHIO CUCTEMBI
JK3aMCHOB, MPEAYNPEKIACHUIO HAPKOMAHUHI
n.r.h. CryneHueckuid mnapiaameHT JIUTBBL
COTPYAHUYACT C PAa3HbIMU MHCTUTYyTaMH,
KaK

MunuctepcTBO  00pasoBaHUS U

HayK, MWHHCTEPCTBO  3/IPaBOOXPaHCHUS,
[MapmameHnT JIUTBBI, U TaKKe MOJONEKHBIMH
opranm3anusiMd. OueHb Ba)KHO 3aMETHTh,
9TO CTYACHYCCKUI MapJIaMCHT  SIBIISCTCS
HEMOJIUTUYECKON MOJIOAEKHOM OpraHn3anuei.
IMocne wncreuenws cpoka mpeOBIBaHUA B
JIOJDKHOCTH, ObiBIIME WieHbl CTYIeHYECKOTO
napiamenTa JINTBBI IPOIOIDKAIOT ACHCTBOBATh

akTBHO. OHU CTaHOBSITCS PYKOBOAUTEISIMU

JIpPYrUX CTYIEHUCCKUX OprHaM3alii, CO34a0T
MPOCKTbl U BEAYT MOJIOAEKHYIO IOIUTHUKY,
W.T.JI..

B 3akiroueHue BBIICHAIIMCAHHOIO MOXHO
CKa3arb, 4YTO C IIOMOILBIO 3TOrO IPOEKTa
MONOA&KD  IO3HAET  JIEMOKPAaTHYECKYO
HN30MpPaTEeNIbHYI0 CUCTEMY, OHA yIHTCSI METO1aM
U BO3MOXHOCTAM (hOpMyITHpOBaHUS 3ajad,
pelIeHnsIM TIpo0IIeM, 3alUTe IpaB YeNIoBeKa
U y4acTHUIO B JEMOKPATUYECKUX IPOLECCaX, B

Ka4e€CTC aKTUBHBIX I'paKJIaH.

Heoens oeticmeuit u nedens oowezo
obpazoeanusn

Ecth emé Heckoabko HEOOJBIINX aKIUH,

KOTOpBIC  CIIOCOOCTBYIOT ~ IIPOCBELICHHUO
MOJIOJIBIX JIFONICH 110 YYaCTHIO B TPAXKIAHCKHX
MHHUIMATUBAX M 10 CTAHOBIICHUIO aKTHBHBIM
uieHoM oO1ecTBa. Hememnst nqeficTBuii U Hemenst
obrrero 0o0pazoBaHusl IPOBOASTCS MHOTO JIET
u nopaepxkuatorcs KOHECKO. Unest nenenu
JEHCTBUI BO3HHKIIA IOCIE TOITBEPIKIACHUS
cTparernu no oOpasoBanuio B Jluccabowe,
KOTOpasi IPOBO3MIIAIIACT, YTO KAXKJIbIH YEITOBEK
HMEEeT TpaBO Ha 00pa3oBaHHE BBICIICTO
kauecTsa. Llenbro mociieHelt Henenu AecTBHin
2005 Toma OBLIO yCTaHOBJICHHE HPHYMH U
peleHre MpoOIIeMBI IPOTYJIa CTYICHTOB.

Tembl Henmenmu o0mero o0Opa3oBaHHs ObLIH
«Mup 6e3 Humets» (2004) n «O6pazoBanne
JUISI BCEX, BE3Jc W HaBcerma». B kaxmoi

mkoJyie JINTBBI IMpOXOAWIN JUCKYyCCUH Cpean

CTY[CHTOB HAa OTH TEMBbl, IIOCIEC €ro CaMble
aKTUBHBIC CTYAEHTBI IIPHHSUIM YydYacTHEe B
OOIBIIION IUCKYCCHU CO CTYACHTaMHU APYTUX
LIKOJL. 3aKIIOYUTENIPHOE  MEpOIpUATHE
npoxomwio B MunHcTepcTBE 00pa3oBaHUS
U HayK, Tl CTyACHTHl paboTaaM Ha Pa3HbBIX
PE30IIOLHUIO

BO3MOXXHOCTSX  pCHICHUS

CeMHHApaX ®  COCTaBWIU
M U3JaHHE O
npoOiiem. Pe3ynmbrarel akiuii HeJenu 00IIero
00pazoBaHusi OBUTH TPEICTABICHBI OOIIECCTBY.
OTH TPOEKTH TPEIOCTABHIN BO3MOXKHOCTB
MOJIOIIBIM JIFO/ISIM C()OPMHUPOBATh OTHOLICHUE
C OKPY)KAIOIIUMH U HaUTH periene mpooiem ¢

HX TOYKHU 3IICHUA.

HpOCBeHIeHI/Ie MOJIOZBIX JIFOACH C TTOMOIIBIO

IPaXKIAaHCKOTO 4yBCTBA SIBJIACTCSA  OYCHb
BOKHBIM CITOCOOOM BOBJICUCHUSI MOJIOAEXHU
B IpaXXJaHCKYIO ku3Hb. B JIuTBe mposenuch
npyrue

00pa30BaHUIO M II0 HOOIIPEHHUIO MOJIOAEXKHU

MEPOIIPUATUSL 110 T'paKAAHCKOMY

OBITh AKTUBHBIM U TOJIOCOBATH.

Pegpepenoym cpeou yuenuxoé u
cmyoenmog o unencmee Jlumewt ¢
Eeponeiickom Coroze, 29 anpena
2003 z00a

Lentp
COTpyAHUUYECTBE ¢ MHHHCTEPCTBOM HayK

TpaXJaHCKUX WHHUIUATUB, B

n  obOpasoBanms  PecrnyOnmmkm  JIuTBHI,
[MapnameHTa y4eHHKOB M CTYIAEHTOB JIMTBBI

u Coroza YYCHHUKOB U CTYACHTOB OCYLIECTBUIL




in this referendum almost all the people from
the secondary schools were involved, from 5
till 12 forms (it means that about 65-70% of
the pupils).

The main reasons to do this referendum were
to make youngsters know what like life will
be in Future Europe, to teach them about
democratic processes and to encourage pu-
pils’ families to come to the referendum as
well. In all referendum processes participated
pupils. The referendum was organized by the
adaptive Referendum law for schools. The
results of the Referendum are showed in the
table:

Pupils® Referendum on Lithuania’s member-
ship of the European Union, 29 April 2003
Results of referendum

Number of voters - 234944

Invalid ballot-papers - 6353 (2,68%),
valid ballot-papers - 228591 (97.32%).
Referendum has taken place.
Ouestion Number of cast votes

1. I am for Lithuania’s membership
of the European Union

Yes No
195742 34830
83,31% 14,82%

Despite the fact that these results had no le-
gal power, the Referendum obviously showed
the opinion of young people about the Euro-
pean Union.
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1 voted*
During the two last elections, for everyone,

who came to the polling station a sticker ,,I
voted* was given. This was the simple thing,
which encouraged public-spirit; also it was
an effective mean to show that I did my civic
duty, and what about you?

wMan ne dzin‘<“l care“>

This project was organized by Lithuanian
youth organizations’ council before the Ref-
erendum on Lithuanian’s membership of the
European Union. During the project youth
discussions were organized about the EU, po-
litical parties, etc in 13 municipalities. Also
funny cards, coasters, notes on the doors were
produced and distributed for young people. In
the streets forum theatre took place: young
people in the main squares performed small
plays, for example, how they are voting. Also
in the avorite places of youth small videos
about civic spirit, EU, created by young peo-
ple, where shown. The motto of the project “I
care” mirrors the main idea that youngsters
have to be active citizens, to do their politi-
cal duties, and to take care of the result, how
Lithuania’s history will continue.

Also, before the parliament elections a small
questionnaire was put on the web site. In the
questionnaire you had to answer some ques-
tions and after that you could know your po-
litical orientation and the small history, ideol-
ogy and leaders of this political party.
Before the Referendum a possibility was
made to vote at the biggest supermarkets and
universities because small post-offices where

established there. Therefore, it was very easy
to come and vote.

Before the elections voters’ activity is tried to
be encouraged in many ways. But not all of
them are good examples, but despite that fact
sometimes they are also effective.
“Discounts in Maxima”

Everybody, who came to the polling station,
got a card and with this card they got a possi-
bility, during the voting weekend to buy some
products in the biggest supermarket of Lithu-
ania with a discount. Despite the fact that it
looks silly that people get some discounts for
their civic duty, many people used these cards
and were standing in long rows.

To conclude everything up, nowadays, peo-
ple’s activity and civic-spirit are both de-
pressed and astonished, because in the Soviet
Union the wish to be free and to live demo-
cratically was so strong that people donated
their lives, participated in meetings, etc, and
now, when everything is reached, not every-
body cares about our freedom and civic life,
they feel they are citizens. Now the situation
changes, because young people were born in
free Lithuania, now they are living in the free
world, without boards and limits, they have
high quality education, which is reachable
for everybody, and all these things create a
different personality, so I wish that the new
generation will build the world with a spirit,
movement, tolerance and democracy!



npoekt «Pedepenaym cpequ YYEHHKOB H
cryneHToB o wieHcTse JIuteel B EBponeiickom

Coro3e».
Mepen [IPOBEICHUEM HACTOSAILErO
pedeperayma o  uiencrBe  JIuTtBeI B

Espomnetickom Coroze, LleHTp rpaskmpaHCKux
nHAnyatuB, CTyleH4YecKWi mapiaMeHT u
Co103 CTyAEHTOB OPraHU30BAIN pedepeHIyM
Y Cpelu CTYNeHTOB. B 310 Bpemst 06110 B JInTBe
492 TBICSIY CTYIEHTOB, W B pedepeHayme
NPUHSJIM  y9acTHE TIIOYTH BCE CTYICHTHI
CpemHMX MKOJI, ¢ 5 1o 12 kiacc (mpuMepHO
65-70%  CTyHICHTOB).
nposenieHust  pedepeHaymMa OBLIO  JKeTaHHE

OCHOBHOH  1eNIBIO
Y3HaTh MHEHHE MOJIOAEXKH, OyTyIIUX SKUTENIeH
EBpomneiickoro coro3a, ¥ HaMepeHHEe O0yIHUTh
NX JEMOKPAaTHYECKHM IIPOIECCaM M TaKXke
NOOYTUTH CEMBH CTY/ICHTOB K I'0JIOCOBaHHMIO. B
nporeccax peepeHrymMma, OpraHn30BaHHOTO HA
OCHOBE CIICIINAJIBHOTO 3aKOHA 10 IIPOBEICHUIO
pedepenayma B IIKONe, NMPUHSIA yYacTHe
CTY/ICHTHI.

Pe3yabrarsl pedepennyma

Konmaectro m3bupareneii - 234944
HeneiicTBuTenbHBIC OFOJUICTCHH -

6353 (2,68%), neiicTBUTEINBHBIC OFOJUICTCHH -
228591 (97.32%).

Pedepenaym cocrosuics.

Bonpoc KonuuecBTo ronocos

S ronocyio 3a unencrso JIuteel B EBporneiickom

Coroze

Jla Her
195742 34830
83,31% 14,82%

HecMmotps Ha TO, UTO 9TH pE3yNbTaThHl HE UMEIOT
FOPHIMYECCKONW CHITBIL, pedepeHayM HaIISIHO
BBISIBWII MHEHHEe Mononéxku o EBpomneiickom
Coroze.

w1 npozonocoean“

Bo BpeMst mpOIIIBIX IBYX BBIOOPOB KasKbIit
YeNIOBEK, MPUIICANIANA Ha H30HpaTebHBII
YYaCTOKIIOIYYUIT HaKHeﬁKy «SIIIPOTOJIOCOBAIDY .
D10 OBUIO OYEHBb HIpPOCThIM  CPEACTBOM,
NOAACPIKUBAIOIINUM T'PpAXKIAHCKOE YYBCTBO H
IIOKa3bIBAOIIHUM, YTO YCJIIOBCK BBIITOJITHHII cBOE

TPaXkTaHCKYIO O0S3aHHOCTb... @ ThI?

wMan ne dzin ‘<“fl 3a60uyce“>
2rot CoseTom
nepex

NIPOBEJICHUEM  pedepeHayMa O WICHCTBE

IIPOCKT ObLI CO31aH

MOJIOAEKHBIX OpraHuzauuii  JINTBbI

Jlutsel B EBponeiickom coro3e. B xozne aroro
NIPOEKTa JUCKYCCHH OBUIM OpPraHM30BaHBI
Jutst Moston&xu Ha MyHuUnunanurerax o EC n
CBSI3aHHBIX TeMax. Taxske ObLIN IPUTOTOBICHEI
U paclpoCTPaHEHBbI CPEIU MOJIOAEKH BECEIbIC
OTKPBITKH, IIOJHOCHL, U 3aMETKU Ha aBepu. Ha
yAULAX OPraHU30BaIU TEaTp: MOJOABIC JIIOAU
WUrpajld CIEKTaK/IU Ha IVIaBHBIX ILIOIIAAAX
0 TOM HaIpumep, Kak OHU rojocyror. Jaiee,
BUICOCBEMKHY O TIPaKJAHCKOM YyBCTBE U O
EC, cnenannble MONOABIMHU JTIOABMH, ObUIN
MOKa3aHbl Ha JIIOOMMBIX MECTaX MOJIOJEKH.
Jlosynr mpoekra «5I 3a00uych» OTpaxkaer
[JIaBHYIO MBICIIb, @ UMEHHO TO, YTO MOJIOJbIC
JIFOZIV IOJDKHBI OBITh AKTHBHBIMU TPAXKIAHAMH,
BBITIOJTHSTE CBOIO IIOJIUTHIECKYIO 00S13aHHOCTh
1 3a00TUTHCS O TOM, KaK OyJeT MpOoIoKaThes
ucropust JIUTBBL

[epen nmapraMeHTCKIMY BEIOOpAaMU ITOSIBUJIACH
Ha lHTepHeTre TOXKE KOpPOTKas aHKeTa, M
OTBETUB Ha BOIPOCHI KOTOPOW II0JIb30BATENb
y3HaBaJl CBOK IOJUTHYECKYH OPHCHTALUIO,
e€ KOPOTKYIO UCTOPUIO, UICOIOTUIO U BELYILUX
JIMLL.

“Ckuoku ¢ «Maxcume»n”
Kaxnprit u3buparenp, mogaB CBOW Tojoc Ha
HM30MPATEIbHOM YYacTKe, MOTYYMI KapTOUKY,

C KOTOPOH MOXKHO OBIIO ITOJIYYUTH CKHIKY B
caMoM O0JIBIIOM cyrnepMapkTe JINTBBI B KOHIIE
HeJIeIN BO BpeMs BEIOOPOB.

Hecmorpss Ha TO, 4YTO KaxeTcs NIyIbIM
NPEIOCTABICHNE M30HMpaTeNIsiM CKHUAKU 32
BBIMIOJTHEHHSI MX TPaKIAHCKOH O00S3aHHOCTH,
MHOTHE MOJIb30BAJINCh JTOH KapTOUKOH U
CTOSUIU B JUIMHHOHU O4Yepeu.

B 3axmouenue BpImeyka3aHHOTO XO4y CKa3aTh,
YTO HBIHE AKTUBHOCTH My POBEHB IPAKAAHCKOTO
YyBCTBa JIIOJIEH OropyaloT M yAWBISIOT. Benb
Bo BpemeHa COBETCKOTO COI03a JKeIaHue
JIEMOKPAaTHYHOIl M CBOOOJHON >KH3HU OBLIO
TAKUM CHJIBHBIM, UTO JIIOJH KEPTOBAIN CBOCH
JKH3HBIO, YIAaCTBOBAJIHM B COOPAHUSX U.T.X., a B
Hallle BpeMs, KOT/J[a 3TO XKEIaHHe UCIIONHEHO,
He Bce 3a00TATCS 0 cBOOOJE M TPa)JaHCKON
JKM3HU. DJTa CUTyalusi ceddac HM3MEHSETCs,
MIOTOMY YTO MOJIOABIC JIIOAW, POAWBIIHECS
B cBoOoxHOIT JIuTBe, XMBYT B CBOOOIHOM
Mupe, 6e3 rpaHuIl H IPEEIoB, OHU ITOTyJaroT
o0pa3oBaHHE BBHICIIETO KAa4eCTBa, JOCTYITHOE
Jutst BceX. Bce 9Th aeMeHTsl MOTyT TBOPHUTH
JIpyTHe JINYHOCTH, TaK YTO s JKEJal0, 4TOOBI
HOBOE TIOKOJIGHHE CTPOHMJIO MHpP SHEPIHYHO,
JMHAMUYHO, TOJIEPAHTHO U ICMOKPTAHYIHO!



Club “The House”- Youth for the United Europe: Liga Grundsteine, Inga Ulmane,
Santa Jakubaite, Janis Krops, Liene Gaile.

Latvia is a small country with 2,3 million in-
habitants, located at the Baltic Sea and it has
a very colorful history. For 15 years Latvia’s
political system has been democracy in the
current form, but there are still many things
that have to be taught to the politicians and to
the whole society about proper functions of
this system. In this article, we will write about
the voter education and its challenges in this
country.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union Latvia
renewed its democracy. The main task was to
rebuild the political system, as it was neces-
sary to legitimize all political issues. Latvian
politicians work in a multi-party system, in
a framework of a parliamentary representa-
tive democratic republic, whereby the Prime
Minister is the head of the government. The
President holds primarily ceremonial role as
the Head of State. Executive power is exer-
cised by the government. Legislative power is
vested in both the government and parliament,
the Saeima. The Judiciary is independent of
the executive and the legislature.

The unicameral Parliament (Saeima) has 100
members, elected for a four-year term by pro-
portional representation with a 5% thresh-
old. The parliamentary elections are held on
the first Saturday of October. Locally, Latvia
elects municipal councils, consisting of 7 to
60 members, depending on the size of the mu-
nicipality, also by proportional representation
for a four-year term. (There were European
Parliament elections on 12th of June 2004;
Parliament elections have been held in every
fourth year since 1994, and municipal elec-
tions since 9th of March 1997; before it there
was a 3 year term when the political system
was temporary.) There will be Parliament
elections this year in October.

In our essay we would like to point out that
it is necessary to increase the level of voters’
education, as it is the basis of civil society.
There are several institutions working in this
field, but they cover only a part of the voter
education.

In the Republic of Latvia educational work
is managed by the Central Election Commis-
sion, which is financed by the State. In state
schools’ education program teaching the poli-
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tics is not put in an imperative way. To teach
politics or not, it depends on the school’s own
program, but educational standards require
the school to teach pupils a critical way of
thinking, that is why the majority of schools
choose to teach politics; this way schools are
also involved in educating future voters.
Political parties play a very important role
in education, because they are interested in
supplying voters with their political programs,
and hence they have to give information about
the whole system - this motivates voters to take
part in elections. It is necessary for parties to
get more votes, therefore they are strong agi-
tators of citizens to come to vote.

In the field of non-governmental organizations
the dominating theme is the education about
citizens’ rights and the usage of resources
from the Government. NGOs play a very sig-
nificant role as they are close to big masses of
the society and, in comparison to political par-
ties, they do not ask for loyalty only to one or-
ganisation. That is why they are better graced
and more reliable than political parties. And
the last educational form in Latvia is all kind
of mass media — press, Internet, TV etc.

We will give insight in the work with voter
education of these institutions as well as give
our opinions about the things that have to be
developed.

Work of government institution in
voter education

Central Election Commission (CEC)

The Central Election Commission of Latvia is

anelected, independent and permanently func-

tioning state institution. Its duties include the
preparation and administration of the Saeima

(parliament) elections, national referendums,

public legislative initiatives and local govern-

ment elections. Duties of the Central Election

Commission in terms of educating the voters

are as follows:

* To inform and educate voters and residents
of Latvia about the procedures and conduct
of elections, national referendums and legis-
lative initiatives;

* To provide education and training for local
election commission members;

* To prepare instructions for the preparation
and conduct of elections, national referen-
dums and legislative initiatives.

In order to successfully realize these duties,
CEC cooperates with mass media as TV (usu-
ally the Latvian National Television), radio
(National station), and newspapers and also
through their homepage (www.cvk.lv), which
is available in Latvian, Russian and English.
For reaching the voters and having also some
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Hannc Kponc, JInene I'aiine

IpocBenieHue MoI0AbIX U30Uparesei B Jlarsuun

JlatBust  siBisieTcss  MaJeHBKOM — CTpaHOM,
HaceJIeHHe KOTOpoii cocTasisieT 2,3 MUIIIMOHA
Oepery

BansrHiickooro Mopst ¥ IMeeT O4eHb Ooraryio

yenoBek. JlarBus Haxomurcs Ha
ucroputo. [Tonurnyeckas cucrema Jlarsuu 310
15 netHss neMoKpaTHs B HBIHEIIHON (hopme,
OJHAKO MOJIMTHKHU ¥ OOIIECTO B IIEJIOM JIOJKHBI
emE MHOTOMY YUHTECS, 9TOOBI COOTBETCBCHHO
¢yHKIMOHMpOBaNa 3Ta cucreMa. Hacrosmmas
CTaThsl OCBEICHa 00Pa30BaHUIO M30Hparerneit
U €TI0 BbI30BBI B HAILICH CTpaHe.

[locne pacnaga Coserckoro Coroza, JlarBus
BOCCTAHOBUJIA CBOIO JEMOKpATHIO. IJaBHOM
3ajadeil ObLIO mepecTpolika HOMUTHIECKON
CUCTEMBl B paMKaxX  I1apJaMEHTapCKOM,
JIEMOKPaTHYECKOH pPecCITyOlnKy, B KOTOPOH
DIaBOM IpaBUTENbCTBA sBiAeTcs Ilpembep-
MUHUCTP M CYILUECTBYeT MHOIOIApTUHHAs

cucreMa. Kax TJ1aBa rocynapcraa,
Npe3uJICHT HUIrpact B  IEPBYIO o4uepeib
HEPEMOHUATIBHY IO POJIb. HpaBI/ITeJ'ILCTBO
061121/:[36’1' HCIIOJIbHUTEITLHOM BJIaCTbIO,

a 3aKOHOJATCNIFHYIO BJACTh HWMEIT 00a
(Caema).
IOpunnueckast BiacTh SIBISIETCSI HE3aBUCHMOM

U TIPaBUTCILCTO W HOApPJIaMCHT

OT UCIHOIBHUTECIBHOM U  3aKOHOAATEJIbHOM
BJIaCTeil.

B omnoxamepnom Ilapmamente (Caema) ects
100 nemyTaToB, KOTOPEIE N30MPAIOTCS HAUSTHIPE
roga uepes3 MPOIOPLUUOHAIBHYIO CHUCTEMY, C
ISITU-TIPOLCHTHBIM ToporoM. [lapaamentckue
BBIOOPBI COCTOSTCS B TIEPBYIO CYyOOOTY OKTSIOPSI.
B JlaTBun npoXoZaT TaK)Ke MECTHBIE BEIOOPHI B
MYHULUNANBHBIC COBETHL. B 3aBucumocTu or
pa3Mepa MyHULHUINAINTETa, N30HPACTCsl COBET
B COCTaBE OT CEMH JI0 LICCTUICCATH JACIyTaTB
TaKKe 4yepe3 IPONOPLUUOHAIBHYIO0 CUCTEMY U
Ha JeTsIpe roaa. (Y Hac IPOBOIMIINCE BEIOOPHI
B EBponapnament 12 mons 2004 roma, a c
1994 Tona mapraMeHTCKHE BBIOOPEI COCTOSTCS
Ka)KIIbIC YETBIPE T0/1a, MECTHBIC BEIOOPHI ¢ 1997
rofia —paHbIIe MECTHBIC BBHIOOPHI COCTOSUINCH
KakAple Tpu roma). B oxrsbpe cero roma
COCTOSITCSI HAPITAMEHTCKHE BHIOOPEL.

B macrosmielt cratbe MBI XOTHM OOpaTUTh
BHUMaHHE Ha HEOOXOIVMOCTh HOBBIIICHHS
YPOBHSI IIPOCBEIICHUSI MOJIOABIX H30Mparemei,
Kak 0Oa3y rpaxgaHckoro obmecTBa. MHoOro
opraHoB paboTaloT B OTOH oOONACTH, HO

NX  JIeATEIbHOCTh  OXBAaTbIBACT  TOJBKO
OIHY 4YacTb IIPOCBEUICHHS H30MpaTenci.
B  Pecrnybmuke  JlarBum  pabGora  mo

MIPOCBEILEHUIO  BbINONHACTCS  LleHTpanbHOi
n30upaTenbHON KOMHUCCHEH, QHHAHCUPOBAHHON
rocynapctBoM. CornacHo y4eOHOMY IUIaHy

TOCyHapCTBCHHBIX HIKOJT HperioiaBaHuC
NOJUTUYCCKUX  HAYK HOPOUCXOAWUT HE B
00s13aTeIbHOM TIOpsAAKE. Hpeno;:[aBaTb

MOJIUTHUKY, HIIM HET, 9TO 3aBUCUT OT y4eOHOTO
[UIAHA JIaHHOM INKOJbBL, OJHAKO CTAHIAPTHI
oOpazoBaHust TpeOyeT OT 9TOOBI
CTYACHTOB

IO3TOMY OOJIBIIIMHCTBO  LIIKOJI

IKOJI,
BOCIIUTHIBAIN Y KPUTHYCCKOE
MBIILIEHUE,
pelraer TperoaBarh MOIUTHYCCKAE HAYKH.
TakuMm  00pa3oM  IIKOJIBI
Oymynmx
Tonuruyeckue napTHy UTPAIOT OYCHB BAXKHYIO

BKJIIOYAIOTCS B
IIPOCBEILCHUE n30uparenei.
poib B 00NIacTH IpOCBELIeHHsT H30uparenei,
BeJlb OJIMTUYECKUE IAPTUHU 3aUHTEPECOBAHbI B
TIOJUICPIKKE N30UpATEeNsIMU CBOEH IIPOrpaMMBL
TNockobKy monmuTHYIECKas: IporpaMMa MapTHH
COEP)KUT WH(OpPMAIMIO O IIEJIOi CHCTEME,
OHa IooMIpaeT U30uparesiell IPUHSITH yIacTHe
B BbIOOpax. [lapTum NOIDKHBI MONYYHTH Kak
MOXKHO OOJIBIIIE TOJIOCOB, O3TOMY OHH BEIYT
aruTanyIo It TOTO, YTOOBI M30MPATEITH MOILIH
rojgocoBarb. I1aBHON cepoil nesTenbHOCTH
HETIPaBUTEIBCTBEHHBIX opraHu3arnuit
(HITO) sBmsiercst mpocBemieHHe B 00IacTH
TpaXJAaHCKUX  TIpaB, U  HCIIONH30BaHHE
MIpaBUTENILCTBEHHBIX pecypcoB. HIIO urpator
3HAUUTEIILHYIO POJIb, IIOCKOJIBKY OHU HUMEIOT
HETIOCPEJICTBEHHYIO CBSI3b C OOIECTBOM N
B OTIMYMM OT MOJUTHYECKUX MHApTHH, OHU
He TpeOyIoT JIOSUTHOCTH TONBKO K OJHOU
opranmzatmu. [lo 910t  mpuumne HIIO
NOJy4aroT OONbIlle BHUMAHHS M SIBIISIIOTCS
Ooee HaEKHIMH, YEM ITOJIUTHYCCKIUE TAPTUHL.
Haxonern, cpexcrBa maccoBodt HH(opMarym
— mnedars, MHTepHeT, TeneBUICHUE W.T.A..-
TOXKE CUUTAIOTCA CPEACTBAMH IPOCBELICHUS

usbupareneii B Jlaprun.

Y5t
HMHCTUTYTOB B 00JIACTH IIPOCBEILCHNUS MOJIOIBIX

IpeaCTaBIIIEM JACATCIIBHOCTD OTHUX

H36HpaTe.]Ieﬁ, n  TaKXKC HOII‘{épKI/IBaeM TC
BOITPOCHI, C(’pepm, KOTOPBIC 1O HAIIEMY MHCHUIO
HYXHO pa3sBUBATh.

Paboma 20cyoapcmeennvix opzanoe
no npoceeuienuo uzoupamenei

HCHTpaIII)HaH KOMUCCHUA

(ITUK)

n30uparenpHast

LentpanbHass  u30uparenbHas  KOMHCCHS
JlaTBuu siBIsIETCS HE3aBUCUMBIM, H30HUpacMBbIM
TOCYIapCTBCHHBIM OPraHOM, JCHCTBYIOIIUM
Ha TOCTOSHHOM ocHOBe. EE 00s3aHHOCTBIO
SIBJISIETCSL TIONTOTOBKA M IIPOBE/ICHHUE BEIOOPOB

B Caema, o0IIeHAIIMOHAIBHBIX pedepeHIyMOB,

MECTHBIX BEIOOPOB, 3aKOHOJATEIILHBIX
HWHHIIHATHB.
UK wumeer cuenyoomme 3agayd IO

MIPOCBEIICHUIO H30Hpareeii:

* [IpenocraBmsare wHOpMaImio #  00ydarh
n30upareneil v xutenei Jlarsuu nporexypam
U IIPOBEICHHIO BEIOOPOB, 00IIIEHAIIMOHATEHBIX
pedepenymoB u
WHUIATHB.

3aKOHOAATCIJIbHBIX

* OpraHu30BbIBATH TIOJTOTOBUTEIHHBIC CEMUHAPHI
UL WICHOB TEPPUTOPHAIBHBIX M30HMpATEITbHBIX
KOMHCCHI

* COCTaBIISITh MHCTPYKIMU IO TIOATOTOBKE W
MIPOBE/ICHUIO BBHIOOPOB, OOIICHAIIMOHATBHBIX
pedepenyMoB u
WHUIINATUB.

3aKOHOAATCIIBHBIX

Jlyist Toro, 4TOOBI YCHENIHO BBHIIONHHUTH CBOU
3agauy, LIUK corpynauyaer ¢ CMU, Takumu
Kak TeneBuacHHe (00bYHO HarmonambHOE
teneBunenue Jlarsum), paguo (HaumonanbHas
pamvocTaHIus ), IEYaTHBIMH H3IaHHUSIMH, U OHA
TaKKe 00J1a1acT CBOUM BEOCAUTOM, IOCTYITHBIM
Ha JIATBIIICKOM, PYCCKOM U aHTJIUACKOM SI3bIKAX.
(www.cvk.lv)

J11st TOTO, YTOOBI CBSA3ATHCS ¢ U30UpATENIMU U
oy4uTh OTBeTHBIE peakiuu, [IUK coepiaer
pasHble JCUCTBHS: OHAa BBIIYCKACT Iepes
BBIOOpaMH OpOIIFOPHI MHBAJIHUIHBIM JIFOISM B
JICTKOTIOHSTHOM BUJIE (BBITYCKaTh OpOIIIOPHI
Ha PYCCKOM si3bIKe He paspemniaetcs — (Pycckoe
MEHBIIMHCTBO CaMOE€ MHOTOYHUCIICHHOE B
JlaTBuu), IPOBOAUT JICKIUK B YHUBEPCUTETAX
u gus HIIO,
TesiepOHHBIC HOMEpa, JIeNlaeT 3aIuch

IIO6aBJ'I$ICT CIIpaBOYHbBIC
JJIA
CJICHBIX O Iponeccax U IMpOBECACHUU BI)I6OPOB,

001IeHAIIOHAIBHEIX pedepenymoB
u 3aKoHOJaTeNbHbIX ~WHHUNMATHB. UK
TaKKe COTPYIHMYaeT ¢ MUHHCTEPCTBOM

WHOCTPAHHBIX JeJI, JIATHIIICKUMHU OOLIMHAMH,
HIIO, 3apyOekHBIMH JKypHAJIaMH, KOTOpPBIC
NPEJOCTaBIIOT JalbHEHIIyI0 MH(OPMAIHIO
JIaTBUHITAM, TIPOXKUBAIOIIIM 3apYyOEIKOM O TOM,
KaK OHM MOTYT NPUHATH y9acTHe Ha BBIOOpax.
Haxonen, Ha BeOcaiite LIMK moxHO 3amath
BOIIPOCHI, OTBETHI HA KOTOPBIE JAOT TaM Ke.
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feedback, CEC publishes before elections bro-
chures for disabled persons in easy language
(it is not allowed to publish the brochures in
Russian ( the largest minority in Latvia)), of-
fers lectures for universities and NGOs, has
an information phone number, and there is
also a project for blind people. In cooperation
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well
as with Latvian communes, NGOs, and news-
papers abroad, CEC provides further infor-
mation to Latvians living abroad on how they
can take part in elections.

Summarizing the work and contribution of
CEC in educating the voters, we would like to
say that theoretically they are interested in ed-
ucating them, but they do not have sufficient
financial resources and their capacity is also
not high enough. Therefore, their activities
rather include information about the voting
process itself than a wider range of informa-
tion about the importance and necessity of the
voting.

Voter education at schools

There is compulsory primary school and
state-sponsored secondary school education
in Latvia. As schools are institutions that are
lead and sponsored by the government, we
would like to point out their role in the voters’
education process.

There are no state standards and requirements
for the schools to teach young people about
elections. There is only one compulsory sub-
ject in the primary school, it is civil knowl-
edge and apart from that secondary schools
are required to teach youngsters how to think
in a critical way and how to make their own
opinions.

The personnel of schools are not so interested
in educating the pupils before they have rights
to vote (at the age of 18). In primary schools
the educational system obliges that they have
to provide civil knowledge — but it is not so
much focused on the elections, rather on
the Latvian history and political situation as
a whole. Secondary school education in po-
litical science depends upon the educational
program of each school. It means if the school
does not want to teach it or does not have a
teacher for it, they can live without offering
this subject to pupils. Usually a school that has
this subject spends maximum 1 year for politi-
cal science that is 70 lessons. In the political
science classes teachers are obliged to teach
about election systems and citizens’ rights like
suffrage, rights to influence political process.
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But the education provided in schools is very
theoretical. At the same time educational
standards determined by law require patriotic
teaching — active citizenship and Latvian his-
tory. The good thing is that these educational
standards for history and politics require
teaching critical way of thinking to prepare
the youth for independent decision-making,
and teachers make pupils think rationally, an-
alyze political issues in Latvia, and compare
the current situation with the history.

Political parties in Latvia as voter
education providers

Latvia has a multi-party system, with numer-
ous parties and none of them has usually a
chance of gaining power alone, this way par-
ties must cooperate with each other to form
coalition governments.

Political system in Latvia is rather unstable;
the governments change almost every year
and the new-formed parties always have better
results because people do not trust the current
governing forces and they want to have new
players in the political field. The parties in the
coalition are right wing parties.

The main goal of political parties’ education
activities is to gain more votes in the elections.
Parties provide voters with their political pro-
gram, printed press and WebPages. WebPages
are available in different languages, mostly in

Latvian, English and Russian, because there is
a large Russian minority in Latvia.

On the WebPages it is possible to ask ques-
tions to an administrator or a current candi-
date; there are discussion forums were people
could discuss any topic that is of interest to
them. On some WebPages, there is informa-
tion available about parties’ programs, politi-
cal theory and laws, so voter can have a short
insight in the political process.

Political parties are one of the most impor-
tant information providers for the voters, but
the information they spread out is very con-
centrated on their own programs and person-
alities. Only some of them give rational argu-
ments and motivate people to go to elections.
Therefore this kind of voter education is not
very objective and the parties’ activities are
based on their own interest: to get more voters
for their candidates.

Non-governmental organization
(NGO) sector and its involvement in
the voter education

Non-governmental sector in Latvia is pretty
young, it started to develop only in the begin-
ning of the 90s in the form we can see now.
The organizations do a big job for the devel-
opment of the country, although only 21%
of Latvian inhabitants are involved in these
organizations. The majority of organizations
deal with social issues, and only a small part




B 3axmodenue, 0 paboTe MO cOXEHCTBUIO

UK mpoceemmenuto u3dupareneil Ml XOTHM
ckazarb, uto B npuHimie [IUK 3anaTepecoBan
B TpOCBEUICHWM wH30Hpareineidl, HO He
obnamaeT MOJDKHOW JICHEKHOH MOIICPKCKOH
TOCYIapCTBa, a CBOMX K€ CPEICTB HE XBATACT.
[Hozromy LUK cKopee

MH(OPMAIIHIO O TIPOLECCE TOIOCOBAHMS, a HE O

peaoCTaBJIsACT
BaXXHOCTH U HCO6XOHPIMOCTI/I TOJIOCOBAHMA.

Tpocsewenue monodwix uzbupameneii 6 wikone
B JlarBum ecth oOsi3aTenbHOE 00pa3oBaHUC
B o0meil mKome, W TOCYHAapCTBEHHOI
cpenHel mkoie. Mbl XOTUM IIOKaszaTb pOJIb
[IKOJ, PYKOBOIAMMBIX W (DUHAHCHPOBAHHBIX
[IPAaBUTEIILCTBOM, B IIPOLECCE IPOCBELICHUS
n30uparenci.
KacarenbHo [IPOCBEILCHUS MOJIOIBIX
n30upareneii He CyIeCcTBYI0TTOCYIapCTBEHHBIX
HOPM H TpeOoBaHMil Uit mKoi. ToibKo ofuH
00s3aTeNbHBI TPEeAMET €CTh Ul OOIMHUX
LIKOJ: TPaXKJAHCKas HayKa, U KPOME ITOro B
CPEHUX MIKOJIaX HEOOXOMMO YUHTh MOJIOIBIX
KPUTUYECKOMY MBILIUICHUIO U BBIPAKCHUIO

CBOMX MHCHUU.

HpenonaBaTenH TIKOJI HE O4YCHb
3aUHTCPECOBAaHbl B O6y‘{eHI/II/I CTYACHTOB
BLI60paM nepena  AOCTHKCHUEM  BO3pacTta,

JIAOIIETO MM IIPABO HA YYACTHE B FOJIOCOBAHUH
(18 mer). ComtacHo cucteme o00Opa3oBaHUS,
B OOIIMX IIKOJAX OOSI3ETENIBHO IPENOaBarh
IPaXIaHCKYIO HAYKY, HO OHA BBIOOpaM yIemsieT
HEOOJIBIIIOE BHUMAaHKE, a OOJbIE HCTOPHU
JlaTBuM ¥ MONUTUYCCKOM CUTYAIIUH B LIEJIOM.

OOpazoBaHHe B CpEIHHX IIKONIAX B OOJACTH
MOJIUTUYECKOW HAayKH 3aBUCHUT OT Yy4eOHBIX
[UIAHOB MIKOJIBI. DTO 3HAYUT, YTO €CIH Y
MIKOJIBI HET JKENAHHs WK IIPEoIaBaTelist
9TOrO MpeIMeTa, TO OHA HE MpEIJIaracT ero
crygeHTaM. OOBIYHO MIKOJIBI, MPETOJAOIINe
MOJIMTHYCCKYIO HAyKy, IIOCBSINAIOT 3TOMY
mpeaMery  He  OoJblie yaeGHOTO
roma (70 ypoxoB). B pamke monuTHYECKOI

OJTHOT
HayKH, TpEIoAaBaTelli JAlT ypPOKH 00
H30HMpaTeNbHON CUCTEeMe, MpaBax TpaxkIaH,
Kak IMpaBO TOJIOCOBaHHs, MPABO Ha BIMSHUC
Ha IOJUTUYECKUN mporecc. B 1o ke Bpems
MPOCBEIlIeHNEe, IPOBEAEHHOE B IIKOJIAaX HUMEET
OYCHb TeOopeTHYecKuii xapakrep. OmHaKo,
o0pa3oBaHus,
TpeOyIoT
OTEUECTBEHHBIX TEM — aKTUBHOE I'PAKJaHCTBO

CTaHAapThl OHpe,Z[CJ'IéHHLIe

3aKOHOM, TIpeTIoiaBaHuUs
u ucropus Jlareuu. Xopowio, 4To 3TU HOPMBI
NIPETIOAABaHNsl HCTPOMU ¥ ITOJUTHUYECKUX
TpeOyroT OOyYeHUSI KPHTHYECKOMY
MBIIUICHUIO, JUISL TOTO, YTOOBI CTYACHTHI MOIJIN

HaykK,

NPUHATH PCHICHUS CaMOCTaATEIIbHO. Ha Ypokax
MperiogaBaTe/iv 3aCTaBJIAIIOT CTyACHTAa BAyMaTh
PpasyMHO M HU3y4darb IOJUTUYCCKHUEC BOIIPOCHI
.HaTBI/II/I, CpaBHHUBATbL UX C HCTOpPIeﬁ W Ha4yaTb
JUCKYCCHU C AenyTaTaMu.

Honumuueckue napmuu Jlameuu,
KaK aKkmépul 6 npoceeuieHuu
uzbupameneii

B JlatBum  neiicTByeT = MHOromapruiiHas

CuCTéMa C MHOI'OYUCJICHHBIMH IIapTUAMU, B

KOTOpOW OOBIYHO HH OJ(HA MAPTHS HE MOXKET
npuoOpecTy BIACTh CaMa, TaK YTO MapTHH
JIOJDKHBI COTPYAHHYATE JIPYT C IPYTOM C LEIBIO
CO3/IaHUsI KOAJTUIINH.

MMomurnyeckass cucrema JlaTBUM  SIBISIETCS
cKopee
MEHSIFOTCSI IOYTH Ka)KIbIN TOJI,  HOBBIE TAPTHH

HECTaOUIIbHOM: IpaBUTCIbCTBA

JIOCTHIAlOT ~ BCErJa JIy4dllUX pPe3yJIbTaroB,
[IOTOMY YTO HapoJ HE JOBEpsieT JeHCTBYIOIUM
[IPAaBUTEIILCTBCHHBIM CUJIAM U XOUYET HOBBIX
akTépoB Ha mnonuTHdeckod apere. Ilaprum
HBIHIIHEH  KOQJIULUM  SBIIOTCS  JIEBBIMU
HapTUSAMU.

I'maBHOU LieNIbIO AEATEIBHOCTH IOIUTUYECKUX
napruif 1o

MIPOCBELICHNIO  M30mpareneit

SBISIETCS ~ NPUOOpeTeHHEe  Kak  MOXKHO
OOJIBIIETO KOJIMYECTBA TOJOCOB HA BBHIOOpAX.
[Maprun

NpeaoCTaBJIAIOT I/I36PlpaTeJ'IﬂM

CBOU MOJIMTUYECCKHE MPOrPAMMBbI, IEYATHBIC
U3JaHust 1 BeOCAThI, JOCTYIHBIC B [NIABHOM Ha
JIATBIIICKOM, aHIJIMHCKOM M PYCCKOM SI3bIKaX.

Ha BeOcaiitax MOXHO 3aaTh BOIPOCHI
AIMHHHCTpATopy caiita WIM KaHIuJaram,
TaM TOXe ecTh (OpyM, Ha KOTOPOM MOXKHO
o0cyXnarh

BeOCaTEI

BCSIKHE  TEMBL.
nadopmario o

HapTHﬁHBIX IporpamMmax, T€Opur MOJIUTHKU U

Hexkoropeie
[peaJiaraoT

3aKOHOZATEIIHCTBE, TAK YTO N30MPATENN MOTYT
HOJIYy4YUTh IPEACTABICHUE O IIOIUTUYECKUX
MpOIECCax.

[TonuTryeckue MapTUU CUUTAIOTCA OIHUM U3
BOXHCIKNX HCTOYHHKOB HH(OpMAIMU UL
n3buparenel, HO Ta MHQPOPMANNUS, KOTOPYIO
OHU PACIPOCTPAHSIOT, COCTPEAOTOYCHA Ha
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of organizations are lobbying and analysing
political processes. In this paragraph we will
point out two main organizations that defend
democratic values and work with political is-
sues, such as our organization that works with
Latvian youth.

Society for Transparency “Delna” (a Latvian
branch for the international organization
“Transparency International )

The main goal of the Society for Transparen-
cy “Delna” is to support democratic society,
promoting free information and fight against
corruption.

They work very actively to spread information
about the basics of the democratic country as
well as the role of the elections.

The main accent in their activities is put on
the hidden advertising. “Delna” observes po-
litical parties and their intentions to use state
resources to make their own PR.

In the regions, “Delna” organizes seminars
and co-operates with media to educate people
about politics and elections in form of discus-
sion. As the resources of “Delna” are limited,
it works mostly in the five biggest Latvian cit-
ies — Riga, Valmiera, Daugavpils, Ventspils
and Liepaja.

A future project for “Delna” is to make a Web-
Page to gather all the information about politi-
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cians, political parties and political events of

the four-years period before elections, so that
the voters could be reminded of everything
that happened in this last convention. The
purpose of this page will be to teach voters to
think critically about populism before elec-
tions.

“Delna” has professional people who know
what they are doing. They call themselves the
“Watchdogs” that are observing politicians.
“Delna” does not organize activities for a big
number of people, but their role in the NGO
sector is very important. Very often they make
publications to educate people about the func-
tion of the democratic system.

The Centre for Public Policy Providus

The Centre for Public Policy Providus is an
independent, non-partisan policy institute
working in the following main policy areas:
criminal justice, education policy and anti-
corruption policy. It also provides an insti-
tutional home for the public policy website
www.politika.lv

Currently, Providus is engaged in policy work
in the criminal justice area, promoting alter-
native sentencing, assisting in the creation
of a probation service, undertaking policy
research in areas such as pre-trial detention,
sentencing policy and police abuse. In educa-
tion policy, Providus has recently released a
broad policy report on the state of education

in Latvia, focusing on management chal-
lenges: education finance, tax policy, innova-
tion and other issues. Providus is engaged in
anti-corruption work, promoting proposals for
campaign finance reform, and designing new
models of civil society monitoring to prevent
corruption.

There are also such activities like seminars
about party financing issues in the regions of
Latvia. The main accent is added on regional
information, especially during the municipali-
ties’ election time. Providus are also dealing
with hidden political adverts in the mass me-
dia.

The role of Club “The House” — Youth for the
United Europe in the voter education

Club “The House” — Youth for the United Eu-
rope is providing non-formal education for
young people in Latvia. It is one of the most
effective education methods that provide
youngsters with knowledge and understand-
ing about different important topics through
their own experience. Participation in the
non-formal youth activities, changes their at-
titudes, helps to grow up as an active person
with a stabile system of values.

Club “The House” has been working with
non-formal education for more than 11 years.
It is one of the biggest youth organizations
in Latvia and has around 400 members. The
main aim of activities is to promote the idea of
the United Europe, supporting the integration
of Latvia in the EU and promoting the democ-
racy, tolerance and human rights. Club “The
House” enhances youth in building united Eu-
rope and informs them about different Euro-
pean institutions (European Union, Council of
Europe, etc.), European culture, history, tradi-
tions, social and political processes, lifestyle.
The organization’s aim is to build a better so-
ciety in Latvia that would be more tolerant and
open, better informed and well educated.

The most popular topics in the activities are
democracy, civil society, as well as European
values and opportunities. Club “The House”
motivates youngsters to be active citizens and
give their opinion about the processes in Lat-
via. It includes also their voter education. They
have to know the basics of a democratic coun-
try, their rights and the experience from other
countries, in order to go to the elections.

The recent activities involving voters’” educa-
tion organized in Latvia:



cBOEH nporpaMme U CBOUX HPEACTABUTEIIAX.
Tonbko HEKOTOPBIC U3 HUX NAOT pallMOHAJIbHBIC
AprymeHTbel MW [IOOULIPArOT JIIOAICH  TIOUTH
TOJIOCOBATh. H03TOMy, TaKou BU] IPOCBCHICHUA
H36HpaTeIIeI71 SABIIACTCA HGOGLCTI/IBHI)IM, u
OCHOBBIBACTCA Ha MHTEpPECAX MapTUHU, TO €CTh

NIPHOOPETEeHUH GOJIBIIIOTO YHCIIA TOJIOCOB.

Henpasumenvcmeenusle
opeanusayuu (HII0) u ux
GKJIIOUECHUE 8 NPOCBEUWCHUE
uzbupameneii

HenpasurenbcrBennslii cexrop JlatBun ectb
OUYEHb MOJIOZIBIM, OH CTaJl pa3BbIBAThCS TOJIBKO
B Havajue aessHocThIX JeT. HITO cosepuator
3HAYHUTEIBHYI0 Pab0Ty B MHTEpECax pa3BHTHS
CTpaHbl, OAHAKO Tombko 21 % xureneit
JlarBun npUHUMAIOT y4yacTHe B paboTe TakKux
opranuzaiid. bonbmMHCTBO — OpraHuzanuii
3aHUMAETCSl COLUMAJILHBIMH  BOIPOCAMH, H
TOJILKO HeOombimas vacte HIIO 3anumaercst
11000MpOBaHUEM " MOJTUTHYE CKUMH
IpoLeccaMu.

B 5t10ii yactu MBI TpesCcTaBisieM JIBE IVIaBHBI
OpraHu3ally,3alUIIAI0IIHE IEMOKPATHUECKUE
LICHHOCTH 1 pa0OTaIOIINE HAI IIOJUTHYCCKUMHE
BOIIPOCAMHU, U TaKKe Hally OpraHu3aluio,
KOTOpast 3aHUMAETCs ¢ MOJIOEKbI0 JlaTBuu.
Opeanusayua  3a Ilpospaunocms  «Delnay

(omoenenue  opeanusayuu  «Ipancnapsucu

Hnmepuswnony 6 Jlameuu - medxicoynapoonas
opeanusayusi no bopvoe ¢ Koppynyueti)
OcHoBHOI

LECIIBIO opraHnusanvu 3a

IIpospaunocts «Delna» ecTs ykpereHue

JIEMOKPATHYECKOr0 ~ OOIIECTBa, CONCHUCTBUE
CBOGOIHOMOY PaCIIPOCTPAHCHUIO HHA)OPMALIH
u Ooppba ¢ koppymueil. OHH JEHCTBYIOT
OYCHb aKTHBHO M PaCIpOCTPAHSIOT
uHdopMaIHio 00 OCHOBaX JIEMOKPATHYECCKOTO
rocymapcTBa a Takxke o BbiOOpax. B pamkax
cBoell jesiemibHOCTH «Delnay yrensier camoe
60JIbIII0e BHUMAaHUE CKPBITON pekiame. «Del-
nay HaOIIIOIaeT 3a MOJMTHYCCKUMH [APTHIMU
U UX HAMEPCHUSMH IPUMCHSTH JICHEKHbIC
CpelICTBa TOCYIapCTBa JIJIsi CBOUX IEJICH.

«Delna» opraHusyer CeMHHApbl B PErHOHAX
CMH ¢

IpeaOCTaBJICHUA 3HAHUS JIIOAAM O IIOJIMTHUKE

U COTPYJHMYACT CO LICIIbIO
M BBIOOpax MyTEM NPOBENCHUS AWCKYCCHUH.
Iockoneky «Delna» wuMeeT orpaHuYEHHEIC
CpencTBa, OHa paboOTaeT B OCHOBHOM B IISITH
Oombimx roposax Jlareum: B Pure, B Banemepe,
B Jlayrasnuiice, Bo Benrcnuice u B Jluenaife.
Hempto omHOro Oymymiero mpoekra «Delnay
eCTh co3aHue BeOcaiiTa, cOOMpArOIIEro BCIO
HHQOPMAIIMIO O TOJUTHKAX, ITOJTUTUYSCKUX
MapTUsIX M TOJNUTHYECKHX  COOBITHSIX
TIPOIIS/IIIUX YSTHIPEX JIET Hepes] BRIOOpaMH JUIst
TOTO, 4TOOBI M30MpaTEeNN BCIIOMHIIIN BCE, UTO
TIPOUCXOJIIIIO 0 9TH Teme. C moMoIIbio Bedcaiita
n3bupareneii MOXHO 00yd4aThb KPHTHIECKOMY
MBIIIUICHUIO O TIOMYJIM3ME Iepes BHIOOpaMHL.

B «Delna» pabotator npodeccnoHanbHEIe

monu. OHU Ha3bIBAIOT Ce0sl «CTOPOKEBHIMHU
cobakaMmu» - HE3aBUCHMBIMU HAOJIOATEIISIMU
- ¥ HaOmonaoT 3a nojutukamu. «Delnay He
3aHUMAETCsl  OpraHuzanued jeictBuil Juis
OOJIBIIIOTO KOJIMYECTBA JIFOICH, HO OHA UTPaeT
04YCHb BAKHYIO POIIb B HEMPABHUTEIIHCTBCHHOM
cekrope. OHa YacTO BBITYCKACT HM3AHHS C
LeTbI0 00y4YeHHsT Tofiel (PYHKIIHOHNPOBAHNIO
JIEMKOPaTU4eCKON CHCTEMBI.

00WecmeeHnblll  NOPSOOK

Lenmp  3a
«[Iposudycy

Llentp3aobmmecTBeHHbIH Mook «IpoBUIyC»
SIBIISICTCS.  HE3aBHUCHIMBIM,  HENapTHUHHBIM
CIICTYIOIINMHI

TeMaMU: yrojioBHas FOCTULUS, 06pa303aHI/Ie u

OpraHoM,  3aHHMAIOIIIMCS
6opnoda ¢ koppymuei. (www.politika.lv)

B macrosimee Bpemst IlpoBumyc 3anHmMmaercst
BOIPOCAMH yTOJIOBHOH IOCTHIIHH, CIIOCOOCTBYET
HA3HAYCHUIO  QJIFTCPHATHBHBIX  HaKa3aHMIl
U CO3JAHHIO CIYXOBI IPOOAINH, OH TaKXkKe
HpoBeNET MCCIENOBAHUSA 110  A0CYyAeOHOMY
3aKIJIIOYEHHIO, 110

TPpaKTUKE Ha3HAYCHUA

Haka3aHwil, 1O (aKTaM 3I0ynoTpeOICHUsS
[TOJIULIMY.

Yro kacaercst obpasoBanusi, [I[poBUIyC HETaBHO
BBIYCTHJI TIOAPOOHBI OTYET O MOJIOKEHHH
obpasoBanust B JIaTBHH, COCPEIOTOUCHHBIH HA
npobiieMax yrpasJieHust: Ha (PMHAHCUPOBAHUI
obpasoBaHwusl, HAJIOTOBOM TOJIUTHKE,
MHHOBAIMSX U JPYTUX Bompocax. IIpoBuiyc
3aHUMAETCSI BOIIPOCaMu GOPHOBI ¢ KOPPYIILIHCH,
MOJUICPIKMBas  TIPEUIOKCHUST O pedopmax
(huHAHCHPOBAHUS W30MPATEIBHON KaMIIAHUH
U pa3pabarbiBasi HOBbIC MOJICII MOHUTOPUHTA,
00111eCTBOM
KOPPYIILIUH.
[MpoBHIyC OpraHu3yeT U CEMUHAPHI O BOIIPOCAX

HpOBeIIéHHOI‘O TpaKIaHCKUM

C LEeIbI0  IpeNOTBpallCHUs
(uHaHCHPOBAHUS W30HMPATENBHON KaMIIaHHU

peruonos JlarBum, cocpenorauuBasch Ha
PETHOHANBHBIX HMH(OpPMALUIX, OCOOCHHO BO
BpeMs BEIOOPOB B MyHUIIUITAIINTETHL. [IpoButyc
3aHUMAETCS TAKXKE CKPBITHIMU ITOJTUTHIECKUMHI

arutanasyvu B CMU.

Pone knyoa «Homay - Monooéxcw 3a edunyro
Espony 6 npocsewjenuu uzdoupameneii

Kiy6 «Jloma» - Mononéxs 3a enunyio EBpomy
3aHMMAeTCsl  IPOCBELICHUEM  MOJIOAEKH
JlarBun. OH mpemnaraeT OOUH U3 CaMbIX
3 deKTHBHBIX CIOCOO0OB 00pa3oBaHMs, C
MOMOIIBI0 KOTOPOTO MOJIOZBIE IIPHOOpETaroT
3HaHWE W TMOHMMAHUE DPA3HBIX BAXKHBIX TEM
yepe3 CBOH OMBIT. YyacTue BO BHEIIKOJIBHOM
MOJIOAEKH

JIeATEIEHOCTH CII0COOCTBYET

U3MCHCHUIO ITIO3MIUKW W TIOMOXKET MOJIOABIM
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The traditional activities of the organization

are Tea evenings, where young people meet
important people and discuss different topics.
The most recent Tea evenings dealt with NGO
development in Latvia and corruption.

There have been also several projects, touch-
ing such themes as active citizenship, civil so-
ciety and democracy:

 August, 2001, a camp about Human rights
and obligations for 30 youngsters;

e March 2003, training for young Human
rights trainers;

» May — June 2004, the project “Youth and cor-
ruption 2004: How can youth play a substan-
tial role in fighting corruption”. This project
involved 30 young people who learned about
the voting processes, corruption, and then
participated in observing the European Par-
liament elections on the 12th of June, 2004.

« July, 2004, an international camp “The Bal-
tic puzzle within Europe” about identities,
especially European identity;

* February 2005, an exchange project with
Slovenians “From Baltics to Balkans”. The
project involved many discussions and work-
shops about democracy, political system and
the role of the civil society in Europe;

* February- May 2005, a EU lecturers train-
ing project “My home — Europe?” 15 lec-
tures about EU, its institutions, democracy,
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corruption and other themes for 25 young
persons.

» August 2005, a camp for young activists “See
the traffic signs”. Training for youngsters on
how to be an active citizen and participate in
NGOs activities.

There are several activities about the same
topics planned for 2006. There will be a 3-
months long project — “The storehouse of pos-
sibilities” about youth possibilities in Europe
and how to be an active citizen of Latvia and
the EU.

The conclusion

Voters’ education is a pretty wide term and
there are many institutions and organizations
involved in this process in Latvia, each of
them provide citizens with a different kind of
information.

The government institution Central Election
Commission provides with the information
about the voting process. There is also rather
limited information provided in the schools.
Political parties also motivate voters to go to
the elections, but their information are very
much concentrated on their own parties’ inter-
ests. NGO sector involves only several organi-
zations working in the voters’ education field.
They do many publications and activities, but
there are still many things to be done.

According to the data of Central Election
Commission for local municipality elections
in 2005, voters’ turnout was 53%. Also, there
were only 41% of the citizens of Latvia partici-
pating in the European Parliament elections in
2004. One of the reasons explaining this might
be the new system of registration. But, as the
researches show, the voters go to the elections
mostly because they feel it is their duty and
not because they think how they could influ-
ence political processes. People do not trust
politicians and they think it is a dirty game.
Yes, there is a lack of democratic tradition in
Latvia, but it concerns not only politicians, but
also the whole society. Therefore it is very im-
portant to educate the society about the politi-
cal system, democracy and most importantly
- motivate people to become active citizens.
Youth is a very important group in the society,
as they will build the future of the country. The
advantage of this generation is that it does not
have a non-democratic past and its values and
beliefs are clear, but they are not very inter-
ested in politics. We think that there should be
more work done by schools and youth NGOs
as well as youth media to inform youngsters
about basic political topics, motivate them to
have a discussion about these topics and play
an active role in the civil society.



CTAaHOBUTHCS AKTHBHBIMH TpaKIaHaMH  CO
CTa0MIILHOM CUCTEMON LIEHHOCTEH.
Kiy6

HeopMaIbHOTO 00pa3oBaHUsl OONBIIE YeM

«/loma» peiictByer B oOmactH
11 mer. OH sBIISETCS ONHMM U3 HANOOIBIIMX

MOJIOA&KHBIX  opraHuzauuii  JlaBrum u
nmeer npuMepHo 400 WICHOB OpraHHM3aLU.
uzero

enunoil EBponbl u uHTerpanuio JlarBum B

Ero miaBHas 1uenbio mojuepikKarb
EBporeiicknii Coro3, W Takxke MOIICPKATh

JIEMOKpaTHIo,  TOJIEPAaHTHOCTb M IIpaBa
yernoBeka. Kiy0 «JlomMa» moompsieT MoIonéxb
B CO3/IaHUM €MHOM EBpoOIbI U MpenocTaBisier
MHQOPMAIMIO O PA3NIMYHBIX EBPOIEHCKHUX

narcutytax  (EBpomeiickuit  Coro3, Coer

W.T.JI.), KyJIBType,
00 HCTOpHH, TpAJMIMSIX, OOILICCTBEHHBIX

EBpomst €BpPOIECHCKOM
U TIONMUTUYECKUX TIIpoLeccax, CTHIC JKU3HU

EBpOHLI . OpraHmauI/m HaMEpeBaCTCs

pa3BUuBaTb 06HICCTBO JlaTBUn g TOro,

qroOBl OHO OBUIO 0OJEC TOJNCPAHTHBIM,
Oonmee  MHGOPMHPOBAHHBIM W XOPOIIO
noxroroBieHHBIM.  Camble  TIOIYIISIpHBIC
chepbl  IEATENBHOCTH- 3TO  JIEMOKpATHs,
rpakJJaHCKOe 0011ecTBo, eBpoInenckue

LEHHOCTH U Bo3MOXHOCTH. Kiy0 «/loma»
100OY’K1aeT MOJIOIEKD CTAHOBUTBCSI AKTHBHBIM
rpakJaHaMH M BBIpaKaTb CBOE MHEHHE 00
aKTyaJbHBIX Ipoueccax B JlarBuu, nanee,
OH 3aHUMACTCS U IPOCBEILECHUEM MOJOIBIX
n30uparenei.
[locnennue nefictBUST 1O MPOCBELICHUIO
n3oupareneii B Jlarpuu:

Hama opranusanus TpaguOHHO OpraHU3yeT
xoze
BCTpEUaeT «BAKHBIX» JIIOAEH M 00Cyxmaer

YaenuTHsa, B KOTOpPBIX ~ MOJIOIEKb
pasuble Tembl. [locmennee uaenmTne OBUIO
noceameHo obcyxaennto pazsurust HIIO B
JlarBuu 1 KOppynUUH.

Kacarensuo

AKTUBHOI'O IpaXJaHCTBa,

TPKIAHCKOTO  OOIIECTBA W JIEMOKPATHH

[IPOBOAMIMCH MHOTO IPOEKTOB, HAIpUMeED:

* JleTHuit Tarepb 0 TeMe TpaBa 1 00S3aHHOCTH
yesoBeka [yt 30 MOJIOJBIX JIIOZEH B aBrycre
2001t ;

e CemuHap MJIsi TPEHEPOB B 0ONAcTH IpaB
yenoBeka B Mapre 2003 roza;

e [Ipoexr mnox HazBanueM «Mononé&xp u

koppynmust  2004: Kax Momoné&xp Moxer

Urpath 3HAYUTENBHYIO poilb B Oopsbe ¢

Koppymuuei». B 3ToT mpoekT BKIIOUMINCH

30 MOJIOZBIX JIIOZIEH, M3YUaIOIIUX IPOLECCH

TOJIOCOBAHMS, KOPPYNLUUM W OHH TaKKe

TNIPpUHSAJIN y1aCTUE B Ha6J'IIOﬂeHI/II/I 3a BI>I60paMI/I

B EBponapnament, npoBea¢HHbIMU 12 nIoHA
2004 r.; maii-uronp 2004 1.;
Me:xtyHapoHbIit

narepb  «banbruiickas

3aragka B EBporme» 0 HICHTHYHOCTSIX,
0COOEHHO O €BPOIECHCKON HICHTHYHOCTH B
uroie 2004 r;

JIByXCTOpPOHHUI IHPOEKT CO CIIOBEHCKUMHU

napraépamu «C bBantukn no bankam» B
¢despane 2005 .. B pamke 3TOro mpoekra
COCTOSUIOCH MHOTO AUCKYCCHUI U CEMUHAPOB O
JIEMOKpATHH, MOJIUTHIECKOH CHCTEeME H POJIH
rpaxaaHckoro odmecTsa B Eporre;

[Ipoekr moaroroBUTENBHEIX ypokoB 00 EC
«Csoit moM- EBpoma?»; B Xome mepuoia c
(espais no mast 2005 roga ObUTH POYUTAHBI
15 nmexmmit mo EC, W ero WHCTUTyTaMm,
JIEMOKPATHH, KOPPYILUH W JPYTHM TeMaM
17151 20 MOJIOZBIX

JU71st MOJIOZBIX AKTUBHUCTOB COCTOSIICS JIareph
«IlocMoTpy NOPO’KHBIE 3HAKW» B aBIYCTE
2005 roga. B narepe cocTosuCh CEMUHAPBI
0 TOM, KaK OBITb aKTUBHBIM I'PKITAHIHOM U
NIPUHSATE yyacTue B gesirenbHocTsix HITO.

ITomoOHBIE MPOEKTHI IUIAHUPYETCSI TPOBECTH
B 2006 roxy. [Ipoekr mon Ha3zBanueM «CKiamg
Oyzet
Mecsiia ¥ OyldeT TOCBSIICH BO3MOXKHOCTSIM

BO3MOXKHOCTEH» MIPOBOIUTLCS  TPU
mononéxku B EBpone M Takke aKTUBHOMY
rpaxaaHcTBy B Jlareuu u B EC.

3aknrouenue

IIpocsemenue n3buparenei SIBJICTCA
JOCTAaTOYHO HIMPOKUM IIOHSTHEM, U MHOTO
HWHCTUTYTOB W OpraHM3allii BKIIOYAIOTCS B
npouecc npocsemienus B Jlarsuu. Kaxupiii u3
HUX TIPEOCTaBISIET IpaXKJaHaM pa3HBIH BUI
nHpOpMAIHNL.

IIpaBurenscTBenHblil MHCTUYT lLleHTpanbHas

Hn30HUpaTenbHast

KOMHCCHS
mporiecce

IpeaoCTaBJIsACT

I/IH(i)OpMaIII/IIO 0 TOJIOCOBAHUs.

OrpannueHHass WHpOpPMAanUs JOCTYyIHA U
B IKojax. [loouTHueckne MapTHH TOXeE
MOOIIPSIIOT  M30HMparesiell NPHHITH ydacTHe
Ha BBIOOpax, HO HH(OPMALHS OT HUX CBS3aHA
¢ unTrepecamu maptuid. Cpequ HITO ToibKO
HEKOTOpBIE  3aHMMAIOTCS MIPOCBEIICHUEM
n30upareneil. OHH BBITYCKAIOT ITyOIHKay U
3aHUMAIOTCSl MHOTOOOPA3HO JeSITeIBHOCTBIO,
HO eI MHOTOE IIPEJICTONT JENIaTh.

CornacHo

JTaHHBIM HenrpasbHoit

n30MpaTelbHOH  KOMHCCHM O  MECTHBIX
BeIOOpax B 2005 romy, sBKa w30Hpareneit
cocrasmia 53%. B Beibopax B EBponapmament
NPUHSUH ydacTre Toibko 41 % n3buparernci.
DT0 MOXHO OOSCHUTH M HOBOH CHCTEMOH
perucrpannu m3bupareneil. OnHaxo, pasHbIe
HCCIICIOBAHNS TIOKA3BIBAIOT, YTO H30MpaTenu
TOJIOCYIOT TaK, KaKk OHH CUHTAlOT CBOCH
00S13aHHOCTBIO ~ y4acTBOBaTb B  BBIOOpAX,
HO HE OTOMY, YTO 3HAIOT KaK MHOBIMATH HA
HOJIUTUYECKUE IpoLecchl. JIonu He 10BepsIoT
MOJIUTHKAM, U TyMAFOT, YTO MOJUTHKA SBIISICTCS
rps3Hoit  urpoil. Hecomuenno, B JlarBum
HEXBATACT JIEMOKPATHUYCCKUX TPAJAUIHN, HO
9TO KacaeTcsi HE TOJbKO IIOJIMTUKOB, a LEJIOr0
obmectBa Toke. [losToMy OYeHB BaKHO
YUUTh OOIIECTBO IIONUTHUYECKOH CHCTEMe,
JIEMOKpaTHd ¥  TIOOWIPSTH Jioneil  OBITH
aKTHBHBIMH TpaxkiaHamu. Mononéxe 310
0COOEHHO Ba)KHBIH CII0H 00IIeCTBa, HOCKOIBKY
oHH OymyT ompenenars Oymyliee CTpaHBL
[TonoxuTenbHO, YTO 3TO MOKOJICHUE HE UMEET
HEJIEMOKPATUYHOIO IPOLLIOro, OJHAKO OHO
HC OYCHb MHTEPECYETCsl IOIMTUKOH. MBI
JIymMaeM, 4to Ikouel, mononéxkueie HIIO u
Mononéxasie CMU  NOIDKHBI TIPEOCTaBUTH
Ooubine HHpOpMALUH 00 OCHOBHBIX BOIIPOCAX
MOJIUTHKY, TIOOMIPSITH MOJOIBIX O00CYXHaTh
9TH BOIPOCHI ¥ MPUHSTH AKTHBHOC YYacTHE B

TpaXkJaHCKOM OOIIIeCTBe.
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Voter education in Germany

The election to the
lower house of par-
liament (Bundestag)
18th
2005 was touted as a

on September

decisive election for
the course Germany
would follow in the

coming decades.!

e

Therefore it is not
surprising that a high percentage of eligible
citizens (77.7 %) made use of their right to
vote. Germany has in general enjoyed a high
voter turnout, especially for elections to the
parliament. There are three worrying aspects
to this positive picture: 1) Participation in
elections has been sinking; 2) There is a sig-
nificant gap in participation among the “old”
and the “new” German States 3) The percent-
age of young people who vote is lower than
the median. For the elections to the Federal
Assembly on 18 September 2005 over-all par-
ticipation was 77.7 percent, but among first
voters only 70,3 % of men and 69.6 percent
of women voted. The picture is worse for the
age group 21 — 25 years; here only 66.9 % of
women and 66.1 % of men voted.? There are
differing interpretations for all three aspects:
Sinking participation can be seen either as a
worrying sign for disenchantment with poli-
tics or, rather positively, as a feature of a ma-
ture democracy where citizens trust that “all
will go well with their country”.

While German youth put a lot of faith in de-
mocracy and the German political system in
general, political parties have a very negative
image.* Too many scandals, too much self-
interest make political parties seem unattract-
ive. But since at elections you vote for a party,
this negative attitude is bound to effect voter
turnout.*

Given the comparatively lower voter turnout
among the young, voter education seems even
more important.

Voter Education in Schools

In the case of Germany there are three prob-
lems in identifying the amount of voter educa-
tion a child will receive in school. The draw-
ing up of school curricula falls within the
responsibility of the respective ministries of
the sixteen German states (Lander). This de-
centralized structure of the educational sector
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has been broadly discussed in academia and
media, but due to the tradition of the German
federal structure and the political interests in-
volved — giving up the jurisdiction over educa-
tion would mean a great loss of influence for
the Lander — the powers of the states have been
strengthened in the recent reforms especially
in the field of education. The Ministries issue
binding, detailed guidelines for all subjects
and classes. These guidelines are difficult to
compare, since civic education takes place in
many different subjects, i.e. history, politics,
sociology, pedagogy.’

A compendium of which type of voter educa-
tion pupils receive during their school careers
is further hindered by the unique and complex
structure of the German school system. To put
it as simply as possible: After four years of ele-
mentary school, pupils — or rather, their teach-
ers and parents — decide what type of school
they will visit next. Six years of Hauptschule
or Realschule or another eight years of the
Gymnasium. Only after graduation from the
gymnasium you are qualified for entering a
university. There are different curricula for all
types of schools.

Another problem is directly linked to the term
“voter education”. In a narrow sense it means
educating about the types of elections and
the terms of voters participation. In a broader
sense it covers everything from explaining the
structures of the state to the history and philo-
sophical foundations of democracy. Because
of Germany’s past, pupils learn a lot about the
dangers of totalitarian rule and, by contrast,
the value of a democratic system.

Therefore, the amount and quality of voter
education is hard to gauge by looking at
school curricula. One thing is sure: There
is some form of voter education in all states
and all schools; pupils receive voter education
for more than once in their school career. All
students learn about the structure of the ex-
ecutive, judiciary and legislative bodies and
about the system of voting. Learning about
the history of voting rights or the structure of
government, should make students appreciate
democracy and hold the right to vote in high
regard. But it does not necessarily help them
to make an informed decision at the polling
station.

There is much need for teachers as well as ex-

tracurricular institutions to offer the kind of
voter education that deals with the programs
of different parties and current issues that are
decided in an election. We will introduce some
of the institutions and tools in this paper.

The largest institution dealing with civic edu-
cation in Germany is the Federal Agency for
Civic Education (Bundeszentrale fiir poli-
tische Bildung/bpb). Its work concentrates
on promoting awareness for democracy and
participation in politics.® Set up in 1952 as
an agency of the Ministry of the Interior, it
is entrusted with providing a kind of civic
education specified in the German constitu-
tion. It takes up topical and historical subjects
by issuing publications, organising seminars,
events, study trips, exhibitions and competi-
tions, providing extension training for journal-
ists, and offering films and on-line products. It
also supports events organised by more than
300 approved educational establishments,
foundations and non-governmental organisa-
tions involved in civic education in the Federal
Republic of Germany. There are also State
Agencies for Civic Education in fifteen of the
sixteen German states, which have in recent
years all been hampered by a cutting of their
funding. Their activities are similar to those
of the federal agency, but with a more regional
focus, i.e. they provide information and tools
on local elections.

Two activities of the bpb in the context of vot-
er education are

1. Wahl-O-Mat’

Developed in 1985 by the dutch “Instituut
voor Publiek en Politiek/IPP”, the online tool
“Wahl-O-Mat” was brought to Germany by
the bpb and a students team of Politikfabrik®
during the election of the Bundestag in 2002.
Used by over 3.6 Million voters it becam ¢
a success and since then the bpb publishes a
new “Wahl-O-Mat” for every upcoming fed-
eral and national election in Germany.

The concept of “Wahl-O-Mat” is simple but
efficient: A number of theses® are presented
one after the other to the user via either an on-
line-platform or a device such as a cell phone
or a pda. The theses reflect the issues of the
actual election campaign. The user can choose
whether he agrees or disagrees with each the-
sis or he can chose the option “neutral”. After
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IIpocBemenue usdouparesiei B ['epmanu

Ilepen

BBIOOpaMH B
HIDKHIOIO [TaJIaTy
mapiaMeHTa
(«Bynnecrary),
NpOBEIEHHBIMU
18 cenTs10ps12005
roga  Ipomnia
HaINpsKEeHHO

TaxK, KaK
9T BBIOOPHI HMEIOT pelaroee 3HaueHHe
ISl MOJUTHYECKOr0 Kypca, IPOBOIMMOIO
Tepmanvell B CIEIYIONUX JECATHICTHAX.!
[MosTOMY, HE yUBUTEIIBHO, YTO OOJIBIIAS OIS
n3oupareneit (77,7%) monb3oBasiiach CBOUM
IIpaBoM rojiocoBath. B obmem, B I'epmannn
HaOJIONAeTCs BBICOKAsl sIBKA, OCOOGHHO HA
BeIOOpax B mapmaMmeHT. HecMoTpst Ha 3TO
TIO3UTOBHOE HN300pa’keHHe, TPHU IPOOIEMBI
BBI3BIBAIOT OccrokoiicTBo: 1) Ydactue Ha
BBIOOpaxX coKpamaercs; 2) 3HAYUTENIBHOE
pacxXoXJeHHe B SIBKe HAOIIONACTCS MEXIY
«CTapBIMI) U «HOBBIMI IITaTamu [ epmanuy;
3) J10J151 TOJIOCY FOIIMX MOJIOZIBIX JIIOZICH MEHBIIIE
cpenaux qaHHbEIX. Ha Beibopax B denepansaoe
cobparue 18 centsaops 2005 rtoma oOmas
sIBKa cocTaBwiia 77,7 TPOLIEHTOB, HO Cpeau
roJIOCYIOIIUX BIEepBble TONBKO 70,3 % My>KUMH
1 69,6% xeH1IKH nporoiocoBaio. BozpacTHas
rpynmna ot 21 mo 25 neTHUX TOKa3bIBaeT Ooree
IPYCTHYIO KapTHHY: TOIABKO 66,9 % eHIUH
u 66,1 % MyX)umH ronocyror.”  YHIOMSHyThIE
BBIIIE TPU HPOOIEMBI OOSCHSIOTCS  I10-
pasHoMy: Cokpalaroleecs: y4acTue sBJISETs
BBI3bIBAIOILIUM 0eCIIOKOHCTBIE 3HAKOM
cKopee

TIOJIO)KUTEIIBHO, OHO €CTh INPU3HAKOM 3pen0171

pazoyapoBaHusl MOJIUTUKOW, WU
JIEMOKPaTHH, B KOTOPOH TIpaKIaHe yMaloT,
4TO «BCE Oy/IET XOPOIIIO B MIX CTPAHE»

Iloka  MomOIEKD

T'epmannu  nosepser

JACMOKpaTui 1 B O6I_HCM TIOJINTUYECKON
CUCTEMC repMaHI/II/I, UMUK  TTOJIUTHYCCKUX

HapThii 3

SIBISIETCS.  OYEHb  HETaTHUBHBIM.
CIMIIKOM MHOIO CKaHJAJIOB, CAMIIKOM MHOI'O
JIMYHBIX HHTEPECOB JEIAlT IOIUTUYCCKUE
MapTUH  HENPHBIICKATEIbHEIM. Opnako,
MIOCKOJIBKY Ha BBIOOpaX TOJIOCYEM 3a MapTHIo,
9TO OTPHUIATENILHOE OTHOLICHHE 00s3aTeIbHO
BIMSET Ha sBKY wu3Oupareneii? [Ipunnmas
BO BHHUMAHMEC CPaBHUTEIBO HUBKYIO SBKY
cpenu MOJIOAEKH, KaXKeTCs, 4TO IIPOCBEILCHUE

H36HpaTeJ’[eﬁ CTaHOBUTCS BCE 00JIbEE BAYKHBIM.

IIpocBewmenne n3duparesieii B KOJIAX

B cmyuae I'epmanum ecte Tpu mpoOiIeMBb
YPOBHs
I/I36I/IpaTeJIeI71, TNoJIy4acMoro AC€TsMU B IIKOJIC.

B OIpEACIICHUU IIPOCBELLCHUS
CocraBiieHe MIKOJIBHBIX Y4EOHBIX MPOrpaMm
SIBIISIETCS.  OOSI3aHHOCTBIO  COOTBETCTBYIOIINX
munnctepetB 16 mraroB I'epmanmm (Lén-
der). DOra
MIPOCBEILECHUS 00CYKJACTCSI B IINPOKOM KPYTY

JCHCHTpAJIM30BaHHass  CHUCTEMa

B akazemuu 1 B CMU, HO cormnacHo Tpagunusim

(denepanbHO  cTpykTYpel Iepmanmnm  u
MOJIUTUYECKUM  HUHTEpecaM — IepenaBas
MOJIBHOMOYHE TI0  O0pa3OBaHUIO,  IITATHI

moTepsut ObI OOJIBIIOE KOJTHYECTBO BIUSHHM,
HBIHCITHAsT peopMa yCHIUIA TTOJTBHOMOYHS
ITaTOB OCOOCHHO B OOJACTH IMPOCBEIICHUSI.
MununcrepcTBa BBIJIAFOT
pyKoBoasIIUE

I KaXXJaoro IpeamMera MU BCEX KJIACCOB.

MOIPOOHBIE,
00s13aTeNIbHBIC yKa3aHUs
Henerko cpaBHHTH 3TH yKa3aHUs, IOTOMY YTO
rpakJIaHCKOE O00pa30oBaHUE OCYIIECTBISETCS
4yepe3 pazInyHble NPEIMEeTHl, KaK HCTOpHS,
TOJIMTOJIOT Msl, COLMOJIOT UL, TIearorus.’

CocraBiienne pe3roMe 0 (hopMax MPOCBEIICHUS
MOJIOZIBIX M30HpaTeneil B IMIKOJNE 3aTpymHSET
n cBoeoOpa3Hass M KOMIUIGKCHAsI CHCTEMa
o0pa3oBaHUs

T'epmanuu. IlocTapaemcst

MOKa3aTh d9TO Kak MoxHO mpore: [locie
4eThIpEX JeT oOmeil MIKOJBI IIKOJIEHUKN
— WX CKOpee MX MPEToI0BaTeNI U POJUTEIH
— peIaroT, Kakod BHUJ IIKOJIBI OHH OymyT
rocemars NoToM. JInbo OHM ydaTcs ecTs JeT B
ocuoBHo# mkoie (Hauptschule) mmm peansaom
yammiie (Realschule), mi6o emé Bocems net B
ruMHa3ud. Tolbko mocie okaHdaHust yueObl B
TMMHA3UH MOXXHO TIOCTYIIHTh B YHHBEPCUTET.
Jlnst pasHBIX THIOB MIKOJN HMMEIOTCS Pa3HbIC
y4eOHBIC IIaHBL

Jpyrast mpobiieMa HETIOCPEACTBEHHO KacaeTcst
TOHATHS «IPOCBEIICHHs w30upareneit». B
Y3KOM CMBICIIC OHO 0003HAYaeT MPOCBEIICHIE
0 pPasHBIX THUIAX BHIOOPOB M O KaTETOPHSIX
ydactus m3bmpareneii. B Gosee mmpoxom
CMBICIIE OHO BKJIIOYaeT B ceOs BCE, HauMHAsS
oT nH(pOpPMAIHs O CTPYKType TOCYIapcTBa 10
ucropud 1 (HrI030(hUUECKOro 0OOCHOBaHWS
nemokparun. IlpuamMas BO  BHHMaHHe
HCTOpUYECKoeTponnioe] epMaHny, IKOIEHAKN
MHOTO y4arcss 00 OMAaCHOCTSIX TOTAJIUTapHOU
BIACTH U B OTIMYHE OT DTOr0, O IIEHHOCTSX

Z[eMOKpaTI/I‘ICCKOﬁ CHUCTEMBI.

[MosToMy, TpyZHO IPOBEPSTH KOIMYECTBO
U Ka4ecTBO IPOCBEIICHUS H30mpaTtenei Ha
OCHOBE HIKOJIBHBIX YUYEOHBIX IUIaHOB. OmHy
BEIIb TOYHO MOXKHO 3asiBUTH: Kakol-To BHJ
MIPOCBEIICHHSI CYIIECTBYET B KaXJIOM IITATe
U B KaXJOH IIKOJIE; IIKOJGHUKH MOJYyYaloT
o0pa3oBaHue B 00IaCTH BEIOOPOB OOJIBIIE YeM
OJIMH pa3 B Xofie cBoel yuéOsl. Bee cTyneHTs
CTPYKType
3aKOHOJATEIIEHON M IOPUAMYECKON BIIACTH,

ydarcsa O PICHOIIHHTGIII)HOﬁ,
" TAKXKC O CUCTEME I'OJIOCOBAHUA. I/I3y‘ICHI/Ie

HUCTOPHHM  W30HMpATeNbHBIX  IMpaB  WIH
CTPYKTYPBI IPABUTEIHCTBA IOJIKHO IOMOTaTh
CTYyIICHTaM yBakaTh JIEMOKPATHIO U OBITH
BBICOKOTO MHEHHS O TrojocoBanun. OmHAaKo,
3TO HE O00s3aTENbHO CIOCOOCTBYET WM
MPUHUMATh XOPOIIO OOJXYMaHHOEC pEIICHUE
Ha 30U PATEIIEHOM YUYacTKe.

4TOOBI

Heo0xonumo, mpernojaBaTeu |

BHEIIKOJIGHBIC ~ MHCTUTYTBHl  IPEIJIOTAIIH
Takyr (GOpMy NPOCBEHICHHS, C KOTOPOM
MOXKHO U3y4aTh IPOrpaMMbl Pa3HBIX MAPTHIA
Y aKTyaJIbHBIC BOMPOCHI, KOTOPHIC PEIIAIOTCS
Ha BbIOOpax. B pamkax 3Toil craThu MBI
MPEIOCTABISICM HECKOJIBKO HHCTUTYTOB H

croco0oB 00pa3oBaHuUs.

Camas Oourbmmas OpraHu3alHs o
TpaXKAaHCKOMY o0pa3oBaHUIO- 3TO
OdenepanbHBII  HEHTP 3a T'pakJaHCKOE
obpazoBanne (Bundeszentrale fiir poli-

tische Bildung/bpb). Ona cocpemoTounBact
BHUMAaHHUE Ha MOBBIIIEHNE OCBEJOMIIEHHOCTH
0 JEMOKpaTHH M y4YacTHH B MOJUTHKE.®
On 6bur co3man B 1952 romy kak opraH
MuHHCTepcTBa BHYTPCHHBIX [T M OBII
MOJTHOMOYEH ~ OCYIIECTBUTH TI'Pa’kJaHCKOE
oOpa3oBanue, onpenenéHaoe B Konctutynmnn
I'epmanun. OH 3aHEMaeTCs C TEMAaTHYHBIMU
U HCTOPHYECKHUMH  BOIPOCAMH, OH
BBIITYCKACT M3JaHUS, OPraHU3yeT CEMHHApHI,
y4eOHbIe

MEpPOIPUATHUS, JKCKypCHUH,

BBICTABKM MW COpPCBHOBAHUS, OPraHusyeT

NOATOTOBUTCIIBHBIC CEMUHApPbI JUIA

JKYpHAINCTOB, M  HpeAioracT  (QUIbMBI

)48 UHTCPAKTHUBHBIC CTpeacTna. On

TAKXC NOAACPIKMUBACT MEpPOIIPUATHUS,
300

06pa30BaTeHBHHX 3aBeIICHPII71, q)OH[IaMI/I u

OpraHu30BaHHBIC 0oJibIe k(5%

HEIPAaBUTEIBCTBEHHBIMY  OpraHU3aLUIMHU,
BKJIIOUEHHBIMH B I'pax</IaHCKOoe 0Opa3oBaHue
B ®enepanpHoii pecriyonuke ['epmanun. Ha
YPOBHE LITaTa TAKXKe CYyKECTBYIOT LIeHTpbI
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answering all theses the result shows similari-

ties between the user’s choices and the parties’

positions regarding these topics.

The main objectives of the “Wahl-O-Mat”

are:

* to provide information about the program-
matic orientation of the main parties

* to encourage political communication within
social groups like families, in school and at
work

« to foster close reading of political programs
and activation of a political attitude.

Today the “Wahl-O-Mat” is used by a number

of stakeholders in political education. Teach-

ers use it in class. Other educational institutes

integrate it into their concepts. Up to today the

“Wahl-O-Mat” had over 6 million users.

2. Material for teachers to use around elec-
tions.

The newest tool is a CD Rom (Graf Stat),
which was developed by the University of
Miinster. It
the students can develop and conduct locally.

concentrates on a survey that

Teachers can choose between different ses-
sions and receive detailed instructions on how
to prepare the survey and how to integrate
into the regular curriculum. It is an easy to
use tool that can be adapted for many differ-
ent surveys — polls on voter’s attitudes, youth
participation in politics, etc. In edition to the
CD Rom and other online tools and PC games,
the bpb publishes a number of magazines and
books, which are available for a very low price
(between 50 Cents to four Euros)

Other stakeholders and activities
Besides the bpb and the Ipbs you can find
quite a variety of stakeholders concerning
voter education in Germany. Some of them are
regionally orientated, some focus on a certain
problem area.!’ They differ in their political
orientation, the way they are supported, their
objectives or in the way they work. Below we
will give a brief overview of other organisa-
tions and activities we consider to be the most
interesting an innovative within the German
system of first-time voter education. Later on,
we will introduce you to the work of our own
organisations.

As a product of Jugendpresse!! (German As-
sociation of young Journalists) the magazine
“politikorange™?is a good example for a way
of raising interest in and informing about poli-
tics and its topics with a format that is made by
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young voters themselves. By striking the right
note “politikorange” is taken seriously by the
audience and transports political issues in
an authentic way. It has a website and is re-
leased at irregular intervals with a print run
of 20.000. Each edition focuses on a certain
subject. This year’s first issue discusses the
political development and the future of the
European Union.

Under the Sponsorship of the Ministry of
Families, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth
(BMFSFJ ), the “Bundesjugendring” (DBJR)
and the bpb, “Projekt P”'3 was conducted
from the beginning of 2004 until early 2006.
In a nationwide project young people were
encouraged to conduct small projects on their
own. They got assistance in how to manage
their projects and were supported in their ef-
forts to reach the public. Over 6000 youth ac-
tivists met during a festival in Berlin in 2005
to present the work of their projects.

Another approach towards political education
of young voters is the “Bundestagssimulation”
organised by the German Parliament. Al-
though it is not part of any curriculum, it is an
offer by the German Bundestag addressed at
secondary schools. In a one day simulation in
the parliamentary building the visiting class of
students is split up into groups that represent
different parliamentary parties. In a 6-hour
workshop they are led through the different
phases of a legislation process and play their
roles as politicians in parliament." Addition-
ally, the Bundestag realeases a printed maga-
zine that is targeted at youth voters. It is called
“Glasklar”(cristal clear), topics are i.e.“youth
and participation”. '3

To practice and experience election is the aim

of the so-called “Junior Wahl”.'61t addresses
students, who have not yet reached voting age.
In a virtual election conducted at schools dur-
ing real election time, young students vote
for the party of their preference. The virtual
election process is embedded into a broader
educational strategy that comes with material
for teachers and action and proposals for typi-
cal lessons. It is again an offer for teachers to
broach the issue of elections in class.

A similar project with a slightly different ob-
jective is called “Ul8”." The concept is not
aimed at in-class education, but rather a tool
of extracurricular education conducted with a
network of regional partners. Besides educa-
tion, the aim here is to give a voice to those
teenagers, who have not reached voting age or
cannot take part for other reasons.!”® In 2005
about 50.000 teenager voted during the U18
election.

Our Organisations

Verein zur Forderung politischen Handelns
e.V. (v.fh.)/ Association for the Advancement
of Political Action

The v.fh. is a non-partisan, non-profit, non-
public institution. We offer seminars and
trainings in civic education for young people
- mainly high school and university students.
Our goal is to motivate and qualify young peo-
ple for political action - whether as voluntary
work or as a career. The v.fh. has 220 mem-
bers, about 90 of whom are active as trainers.
We organize more than 100 courses a year,
reaching about 2.000 participants.

As an independent, officially approved insti-
tution, the v.fh. receives funding from the



3a rpakJIaHCKoe 00pa30BaHUE B MAThHAIIATH
13 NIECThHAIIATH HEMEIKHX I TAaTOB, padoTa
KOTOPBIX 3aTpPyAHSICTCS HBIHE TEM, YTO
cpencTaa

Hx JACATCIBHOCTL OYCHL I10X0Xa Ha Ty,

UX  JACHCIKHBIC YMCHBIIAKOTCA.
BBITIOJIBHEHHY O (I)eﬂepaJ'[LHLIM LHEHTPOM, HO
B IICHTPEC UX BHUMAHUSA CTOSAT PErUOHAJIbHBIC
BOHpOCBI,I/IOHI/IHpCJIOCTaBJ'If{IOTI/IH(I)OpMaHI/IIO
" CpeACTBa B CBA3HU C MECTHBIMU BLIGOpaMI/I.

JBa Tuna neiicrBuii bpb B 06s1actu
MpOCBeleHus u30upareJiei

1. «Banomar» (Wahl-O-Mat) 7
Bpb u
«[Tomutukdadpur»®
CPEICTBO
TOJUIaHJICKHM

rpymnmue CTY/CHTOB oT

MOHPAaBHJIOCH ~ JTO
HMHTEPaKTUBHOE «Bamnomary,
CO3JIaHHOE HucturyTom
obmrectBa 1 nomutuky UIIIT s B 1985 roxy,
U TpPUMEHSUI ero B 'epmannu Ha BBIOOpax
B Bynnecrar B 2002 romy. Bombme wem 3,6
MHJUIMOHA W30MpaTesiell MOJIb30BAIHUCh THM
YCIEIIHBIM CPEJICTBOM, U C ATOr0 BpeMeHH bpb
BBIITyCKaeT HOBBIE BapHaHTHl «Bamomar» Ha
BCE OUepEAHBIE (heIepalIbHbIC U HAIIMOHAIBHEIS
BBIOOPEI B [epmanum.

Konnermust «Banomar» odeHb mpocras, HO
nose3nast. OnpeneiéHHOe YHCIIo TIOJIO>KEHHIA®
MOSIBISIETCSL OJMH 3a JPYTMM IIOCPEICTBOM
nmn - KIIK

(KapMaHHOTO ITIEPCOHANIBHOTO KOMHIOTEPA),

HMHTEPaKTUBHOTO ILIaTdopma,

MOOHJIEHOTO Teﬂe(bOHa. Tlonoxenust OTpaxaroT
BOIIPOCHI JTaHHOW I/I36I/IP8.T€HI)H0ﬁ aruTranuu.
ITorb30BaTENF MOKET PpeUInTh, COorjlalacTCsa-
JIi, HE COITIAaIIaCTCsA-JIN C IMTOJIOKCHUSMU, UJIN Y

HETro €CTh Hef/lITpaHBHLIfI IoAXOMd. OTBTCTHB Ha

BCE BOIIPOCHI, TOJIB30BATC/Ib BUAUT PE3YJIbTAThI,

TIOKa3bIBAIOIIHE CXO/ICTBA MEKIY BapHAHTAMH,

N30paHHBIMH  TIOJIB30BATENSI W MHCHUSIMU

napTuif 00 HTUX TeMax.

I'maBHbIe nems «BamoMary cocTosT B

* IPEIOCTABICHNH HH(POPMAIMU O TIPOTpaMMe
TJIaBHBIX MTApTUit

* TIOOIIPEHHUH TTOJTUTHYECKOH KOMMYHHKAIINHU B
rpynnax oOIIecTBa, Kak B CEMbH, B IIIKOJIE U
Ha pabodeM MecTe

* TIOOLIPEHUN BHHMATEIBHOrO YTEHHUS

MOJINTHYECKUX IPOrpaMM U (H)OPMHPOBAHHUS

TIOJINTUYECKOH MO3HIINH

Bramm i «BatoMat»y IprIMeHSe TCIMHOT UM,
3aUHTEPECOBAHHBIMHI B TIOJIUTHYECKOM
obpaszoBannu. IlIpermomaBaTenu NPUMEHSIOT
ero B Kkiaccax. Jlpyrume oOpa3oBaTelIbHBIC
HMHCTUTYTBI BKJIIOYAIOT €r0 B CBOIO KOHLCIIIHIO.
Jlo cux nop, «Banomar» moce T 6osbiie ueM 6
MUJLIIMOHA TI0JI30BaTEIICH.

2. Marepuansl I8 IpenojaBaTelei,
HCTION3yEeMBIE 110 TeME BBHIOOPOB

Camoe HOBOE CPEATBO- ITO KOMIIOTEPHOH
xommakT guck, (Graf Stat) coszgaHHBIN
VYuusepcurerom Mironctep. C  1OMOIIEBIO
9TOTO JUCKA CTYAEHTHI MOT'YT pa3paboTaTh u
IpOBOIUTSH olpoc Ha MecTe. [IpenonaBarenu
MOTYT M30paTh MEXJIy pa3HBIMH CECCHIMU
WU TOJYy4aroT IOAPOOHBIE HMHCTPYKIHUH O
TOM, KaK HYXHO pa3paboTaTh OIpOC M Kak
MOJTB30BaThCSl MM B (OPMAIBHOM Kypce
o0ydeHHUsl. DTHUM CpPEACTBOM OUYCHb JIETKO

MOJIb30BATECA W OHO MOKET HNPUMCHATHCA

K TIPOBEACHUIO MHOTHUX pa3HBIX OIPOCOB
— OIPOCOB O MO3UIUAX MOJIOAEKH, yUacTue
MOJIOAEXH B TMOJMTHKE, HTH. Kpome
KOMITIOTEPHOT'0 KOMITAKTHOT'O INCKA U IPYTUX
WHTEPAKTUBHBIX CPEICTB M KOMIIOTEPHBIX
urp, bpb BEIITyCKaeT psii Mara3uHOB U KHWUT,
KOTOpbIE JOCTYIHBI 32 OYEHb HU3KYIO LIEHY

(mexy 50 Cent 1 4eThIpe €BpO)

Apyrue 3annrepecoBaHHbIe
CTOPOHBI U UX AeATEJHLHOCTh

Hapsimy ¢ bpb n lbpb nefictyet psa apyrux
opraHu3anuii B 00JacCTH MPOCBCLICHHS

n3dupareneii B [epmanun. Hexotopsie
COCpEelOTOYMBAIOT  CBOE  BHUMAaHHME Ha
pErHOHAIBHBIC  BOIPOCHI, a HEKOTOPbIC

3aHUMAarOTCA OHpe)IeJ'IéHHBIMI/I HpO6J’ICMaMI/I. 10

OHHM pa3IUYaloTCs MO HX IOTUTHYECKOH
OpHEHTAINH, IO CII0c00aM GUHAHCHPOBAHUS,
[0 UX IeJIed WM 10 MEeTOJaM BBITTOJHEHUS
cBoeil pabotel. Hmkecnemyrommum — MBI
MIPENOCTaBIIsIEM KOPOTKMH 0030p JIpyrux
OpraHM3aluil U JAESTEIBHOCTEH, KOTOpBIC
SIBIISTIOTCSI TO-HAIIIEMy CAMBIMU HHETEPCHBIMHU
U TIEPelOBEIMH B CHCTEME O0pa30BaHUS
rojocytomux Brepsele B [epmanuu. ITotoMm,
MBI TaKXe MO3HaKoMHM Bac c¢ paboroit
Halel opraHu3aIuH.

Kakwusanne «IOrenanpecce»!'! (Accormanus
MOJIOIBIX JKYpHAIHCTOB [epMaHum), )KypHAI

“politikorange™!?

€CTh XOPOIIUM IPHUMEPOM
METO/IOB, HOOMIPSIFONIIX HHTEPEC K ITOJIUTHKE.
On nH(GOPMHPYIOT O MOIUTUKE, U TAKXKE O &
BoIpocaxBdopme, Tpyu Iy MaHHOI M CIeTTaHHOM
CaMHM TOJIOCYIOIIHM BIIEPBBIC.
CEPE3HO  COOTBETBYIOUIYIO

“politikorange” wu mepenact

Aynuropus
[PUHUMAET
HHTOHAIUIO
[OJIUTHYECKUE  BBIBOIABI  JIOCTOBEPHBIM
nyreM. OHO JOCTYIHO TakKe Ha CBOEM
BeOcaliTe ¥ OH BBIILYCKAETCSI B HEPETYIISIPHO
B 20,000 ox3emmuspax. Kaxneiii Homep
COCPENOTOYNBACT Ha OINPENCIEHHYIO TEMY.
TlepBblii HOMEp 3TOrO Trofa MOCBSIIACTCS
0OCYXJICHHIO TOJUTUYECKOrO DPa3BUTHS U
Oyayuiero EBporneiickoro Coro3sa.

C opmobpenmem MwuHHCTEpPCTBA  CEMBH,
MOKHUIUX TPAXKJAH, XKEHIIUH U MOJIOAEKH,
opranm3anuu “‘Bundesjugendring” wu bpb,
6b11 iposenén “TIpoext IT 13 ¢ navana 2004
roga o Havama 2006 roma. B xome sroro
BCECHAPO/HOTO [TPOCKTA MOJIOBIC JTFOAN ObLIH
[OOLIPEHBI TIPOBOJUTH MAJICHBKHE MPOCKTHI
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Federal Ministry for Families, Senior Citi-
zens, Women and Youth, the Federal Agency
for Civic Education and the State of North-
rhine-Westfalia. About twenty percent of our
current annual budget of 320.000 Euros comes
from membership fees and private and public
donations.

We are young, committed and non-partisan.
We place great emphasis on representing all
political opinions within the democratic spec-
trum and to argue beyond partisan boundar-
ies. We might disagree on many political is-
sues, but we share these beliefs:

- Young people are able to influence political
agendas

- Getting involved in politics and society is re-
warding and fun

- A sound democracy requires active partici-
pation of all citizens

Since our work centres on empowering young
people for participation in politics, voter edu-
cation is only one field in which we offer semi-
nars and courses.

Politikfabrik e.V.:

The Politikfabrik is a Berlin based agency
carried by students only, which are studying
politics or a related subject. It was founded in
2002 to provide students of the humanities in
and around Berlin with the possibility to gain
work experience during their studies. Students
are in charge of managing real projects in the
sector of political communication. One core
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objective of Politikfabrik is to fight the disen-
chantment with politics with new innovative
means of political communication especially
in the field of young voter education

One of our main activities is called “die
WAHL GANG”? It is a cross media cam-
paign with the objective to raise the turnout of
the young-voters, which is traditionally lower
compared to the overall voter participation in
Germany. The main strategy of “die WAHL
GANG?” is the direct dialog with young vot-
ers. Since traditional one-way communica-
tion is not working any longer in terms of a
significant change of attitude, we need to get
into immediate contact with first voters and
keep the feedback channel always open. The
integrated campaign consist of a road tour
through schoolyards, sport events, an interac-
tive online platform with its famous “Wahl-
O-Mat”, a young voters lounge in the centre of
Berlin, an advertising spot, first voters parties,
workshops, etc...

The objective is to take young voters seriously
and encourage discussion among them by us-
ing their means of communication. Stereo-
types about politics are dismantled and inter-
est in participation is revived. What makes it
easy for our message to get through is our own
proximity to young voters. As a matter of fact,
most of us are young voters, too.

Conclusion
Looking at the variety of stakeholders in polit-

ical education, especially in the field of young
voters education, Germany seems to be well
prepared in terms of educating its teenagers
and young voters and make them go vote on
Election Day. A lot of organisations do great
jobs; despite the reduction of public funding,
the amount of money spent on political educa-
tion is still impressive. When looking at the
future there are some challenges that we want
to stress.

First of all an old paradigm: If politicians
want to be taken seriously by young people,
they have to take them seriously. The amount
of attention, which the political sphere grants
young voters, reflects their importance for
winning an election. This importance is rela-
tively low already. Looking at the current de-
mographic change, young peoples” votes will
be even less decisive in future elections. On
the other hand, the German media and the
general public are concerned about the low
voter turnout among young people and sup-
port initiatives that target young voters. The
upcoming election in Berlin, where the vot-
ing age was lowered to 16 years, is a good
example for an effort to keep interests young.
Politicians in general have to keep the group
of young voters in mind and they have to get
younger - if not physically at least in the way
they communicate. That will have its effect on



camu. VM crmocoOcTBOBaIM MTPOBOIUTH CBOH
MPOEKTHI U [IPEI0CTABUIIH TOJJIEPIKKY B CBOMX
YCHJIMSIX 110 BCTYIUICHHIO B SIBHOCTb. bouibiie
gem 6000 MOJIOABIX aKTHBHCTOB COOpPAaIUChH
Ha pectBasie B bepnune B 2005 romy 1i1s TOTO,
4TOOBI TPEACTABUb CBOU MPOCKTHL JpyToii
MOAXOJ K TIOJUTHYECKOMY 0Opa30BaHUIO
MOJIONBIX  W30HMpaTeneil  oTpakaeTcs B
rporpamMmme roji HazBanuem «MojenupoBanue
Bynnecrara» (Bundestagssimulation),
opranus3oBaHHoi Ilapnamentom I'epmanum.
Opnako »92Ta mporpaMma He  SIBIseTCA
4acThI0 KaKOTO-IMOO y4eOHOro IUiaHa, OHa
pexomenayercst bynaecrarom I'epmanuu st
CcpenHbIX IIKOI. B xome 3Toi 0onHOIHEBHON!
[porpaMMbl,  HPOBEAEHHOW B  3JIaHUHU
IMapnamenTa,' cTyneHTOB pasfensioT Ha
CPYNIbl,  OPEACTABISIOIIUE  pa3IMYHbIC
rnapjlaMeHTCKie naptuu. B Teuyenue mectu
4acoBOI'0 CEMHHapa CTYICHTaM O0yd4aroT
pa3iuvHbIe 9Tarlbl 3aKOHO/IATEIBHOI0
rnpouecca ¥ OHM HUIpalOT CBOM POJIM, Kak
nonutuku B Ilapnamente.  Kpome sroro,
the Bundestag u3gaér >xypHai A MOJIOABIX
n3bupareneit. On HaseBaetcs “Glasklar”
(KpPHUCTAIBPHO YHCT) M MOCBSIIACTCS Pa3HBIM

TeMaM, KaK “Monoéxs 1 ydactue”.!S

Iensto Tak HasbiBaemoll  «IOnmopBam»'®
SIBIISICTCS, YTOOBI CTYAEHTHI, HE JOCTHUTIIHE
BO3pacTa, AAIOLIEro IpaBO HA yuyacTHE B
rOJOCOBAaHUU OCYILIECTBIIATh U UCIBITHBATH
BBIOOpPEL. B X071e «BHPTYyanbHEIX» BHIOOPOB,
[IPOBEAEHHBIX B HIKOJIAX BO BPEMs HACTOSLIUX
BBIOOPOB, MOJIOJBIC CTYACHTHl TOJOCYIOT
33 NapTUIO [0 CBOUM IIPEANOYTCHHM.
nporecc
BKJIIOUaeTcsi B 0ojee MIMPOKYIO CTPATErHio,
[peararoilyo
[IpernojoBaresieil U HPEUIOKCHUSIMH  Ha
YPOKH. cpeacTBa

npernogaBareyiisiMm AJjist Toro, YTOOBI NOJAHATH

ButpyanbHbeI  n30MpaTeNbHBII

Marepuajion JIIsA

Ortu PEKOMEHAYIOTCS
pa3roBop 0 BEIOOpax B KJiacce.

ZIpyroi
OTIUYAIOLUIics OT BbIIE YIOMSHYTOrO,

Onun MPOEKT, HEMHOKKO
naspiBaetcs “Ul8”.8 DrornpoekTHe kacaeTcs
IIKOJIFHOTO 00pa30BaHUs, OH CKOpee eCTh
CPEICTBOM ISl BHELIKOJIBHOI' O IPOCBEILCHHU S,
IIPOBEAEHHOT O

CE€TBIO PEeruoHaJibHbIX

naptaépoB. Kpome mnpocsemenuii, 23toT
IIPOEKT MMEET CBOCH LENbIO IPENOCTABUTH
clo0Ba TEM MOAPOCTKAM, KOTOpbIe HE
JIAIOIIEro  IIpaBo

Ha y4acCcTU€ B T'OJIOCOBAHUU MK HE MOTYT

JAOCTUTHYJIM  BO3pacTa,

IPUHATH y4acTHUE M3-3a Jpyrux npuuuH . B
2005 romy mnpumeprHo 50.000 mogpocTkoB
porojocoBain Ha Beioopax UlS.

Hama opranusanus
«Verein zur Foérderung politischen Handelns

e.V. (v.f.h.) / Accormarnms muist [TponsuxkeHus
monuTHyeckux percremit'® V.£h sBisercs
HeTIapTUIHBIM, HEKOMMEPYECKHUM,
00IIECTBeHHBIMUHCTUTY TOM. MBITIpe iaraemMm
CeMHUHApHI ¥ TOATOTOBUTEIIEHBIE TPEHUPOBKHI
B 00NacTH TIpaxJaHCKOrO 00pa30oBaHUs
JUTSL MOJIOAEKH — B TJIABHOM IS CTYJIECHTOB
CpeIHBIX IIKOJ M YHHBepcuTeToB. Hameit
LeNbI0 SIBISIETCST MOOyXkaarb W o0ydarh
MOJIOAEKH TTOTUTHUESCKHAM ACHCTBUAM - THO0
nobpoBonbHas, 1uO0 IpodeccHoHaTbHAS
pabora. V.fh. mmeer 220 wuneHoB, cpeau
KOTOpPBIX NMPUMEpPHO 90 aKTUBHO NEHCTBYIOT
Kak TpeHepsl. Mbl oprannsyem Oombme 100
KypcosB B rog 1Jist 2,000 y4acTHUKOB.

B xauecTtBe HE3aBHCHMOrO, OQHINAIEHO
omobpenHoro wuHCcTHTyTa, V.f.h. THONydaer
JIeHexkHbIe cpeactBa oT DenepanbHOro
MUHHCTEPCTBA CEMbH, IOKWIBIX TpakJaH,
JKCHINUH U Monoxnéxu, ot DenepanabHOro
LeHTpa 3a

TpaxJ1aHCKOC 06pa30BaHHe,

n or Hoprtpeita-Becrdanen. IlpumepHo
JBaJlaTh IPOLECHTOB HAIIEr0 HACTOSLIETO
rogoBoro Orokera B ctroumoctd 320,000
€BpO IOJIy4yaeTCd U3 YICHCKUX B3HOCOB U
YaCTHBIX, U TAKXKE OOIECTBEHHBIX ICHEKHBIX
[0KEPTBOBAHUH.

Mp! Mosozbie, yOexIEHHEIE U He3aBUCHUMBIE.
Mbur

npeaCTaBICHUIO

HpI/II[aéM 00JIBIIIOC 3HA4YCHUC

BCSKUX  TOJIMTUYECKUX
B3MISIZIOB —B  Iepesenax JIEMOKpaTHu- |
MPOBEICHUIO JTUCKYCCUM CBEpX MapTUHHBIX
rpaHul.

Bo3M0xHO, MBI HE coramaemMcsi CO MHOTUMHE
MOJIMTUYECKUMU BOIIPOCAMHU, HO MBI pa3esiM
CJIeIyIOLIUE B3IJISIbL:

- Moito/1€Kb MOXKET BIIUSATH HA IIOJTUTHYCCKUE
MPOrpaMMbl

- BrJIFOYUTBCS B MOMUTHKY U B OOIIECTBO
TIOJIE3HO M BECEJI0

- [Ipounas memokparusi TpeOyeT aKTHBHOTO
y4acTus BCeX I'pak/iaH

Iockonbky Haia paboTa cocpe0TaunBaACTCS
Ha MPEAOCTOBJICHUE BO3MOXKHOCTH
MOJIOJIBIM JIIO/ISIM JUISL y4acTHsl B IOJIUTHKE,
MPOCBEIICHUE N30MPATEIICii IBISIETCS TOIBKO
omHOU cdepoif, B KOTOPOH MBI IpeiaraeM
CEeMUHaphbl ¥ KYPCHI.

Politikfabrik e.V.:

Politikfabrik sBrisieTcs nHCTHTYOM C 6a30il B
BepnuHenpykoBOIUMBIMTOIBKOCTY JCHTAMH,
H3yYaIOIUMHU MTOJTUTOJIOTHIO MIIN CBSI3aHHBIC
O Obut ocuoBan B 2002

C OTOH TEMEL

oAy C IENbI0 MPENOCTaBUTh CTYACHTAM,
MIPOXKUBAIOIIUM B bepiiHe U BOKpyT ropoa,
BO3MOXKHOCTH I IPHOOpETEeHUs pabodero
OIIbITa B X071 UX Y4EObl. CTYICHTHI OTBEYAIOT
3a TIPOBEJCHHE HACTOSIIMNX IPOCKTOB B
007acTH TOJIUTHYCCKOH KOMMYHHKAIUH.
Opnna s rnaBHbIX Heneit Politikfabrik coctout
B TOM, 4TOOBI OOPOTHCSI C pa3o4apoBaHUEM
B IOJUTHKE C IIOMOIILIO HOBBIX CIIOCOOOB
MOJTUTHYCCKOH KOMMYHHUKAI[UU, OCOOCHHO
B obnactu

HNPOCBCIICHUS MOJIOABIX

n3duparenei.

OpHa MX HamKUX IPOrpamMM Ha3bIBaeTCA
«WAHL  GANG”™.  Ona
KOMILIEKCHOM arutauued uepes CMU u

CUUTACTCA

WMEET CBOCH IEJIBIO MIOBBICUTH SABKY y4acTus

MOJIOABIX H36Hpa’rene171, KOTOpas €CTh

TpaIuIHOHATIBHO O0JIee HIKE BCeoOIeH IBKH
B I'epmanuu. OcHoBHas crpaterus “WAHL

GANG” cocToUT B IPOBEACHUU IIPSIMOrO

Juajiora C MOJIOABIMHA I/I36I/IpaTeII$IMI/I.
HOCKOIII)Ky TpaauliuoHaJIbHas
OHOCTOPOHHSAA KOMMYHUKaNus yxe

Hed(PeKTHBHAS,, MBI JIOJDKHBI BCTYIUTH B
IPSIMYIO CBSI3b C TOJIOCYIOIIMMH BIIEPBBIC, U
BCeT/la JIaBaTh BO3MOXKHOCTH JUISI OTBETHOI
peaknuu. BececToponnas arutanus BKIO4aeT
B ce0sl TOE3IKM MO IIKOJAaM, CIOPTHBHBIC
MEpONpPUSTHS,, WHTCPAKTHBHBIA ILIATHOPM
¢ wm3BecTHRIM  «Bamomar»,  KoMHary
OTIBIXa JJIsT MOJOASKH B LeHTpe bepiuna,
perKaMHbIe TIepefadn, HapTHH TOJIOCYOIIIX
BIEpBBIC, CEMHHApHl W.T.0.. Hama mens
MIPUHUMATh MOJIOABIX M30HMpaTeneii Bcepés,
U TOOWIPSATh UX IIPOBOAUTH OOCYKICHUS
MEXIy co0O0i TOCPENCTBOM pPa3HEIX (opM
KOMMyHHKanuu. CTepeoTHITEl B OTHOIICHUT
K MOJHTUKE CHUMAIOTCS W HMHTEpeC K
YYaCTHIO OXHBISICTCS. MBI MOXKEM JIETKO
nepenarh Hallk UeH, HOTOMY YTO MBI O4€Hb
OIIU3KHU K MOJIOABIM n3buparensaM. Ha camom
niene, OOJIBIIMHCTBO W3 HAC SIBISIOTCS TOXE

MOJIOABIMU I'OJIOCYOMIUMHU BIICPBLIC.

3akaouenue

[Mocmotper pazHooOpaszue CTOPOH,
3aWHTEPECOBAHHBIX B MOJINTHYECKOM
o0pa3oBaHuU, 0CO0EHHO B obiactu
MPOCBEIICHUST ~ MOJIOABIX  H30HMpaTenei,

FepMaHI/IFI KaKE€TCs XOpOLIO IMOATOTOBJICHHAA
II0 OPOCBCHICHHUIO IMOAPOCTKOB W MOJIOABIX
H36HpaTeI[eI71, U TAKXC I10 HUX y6e)KI[eHI/IIO
IMOUTH TOJOCOBAaTh B JICHBb BLI60pOB. Mmuoro
0pFaHPI3aIIPIfI COBCpHIAKOT BCJIUKOJCIIHYIO
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! The chancellor is elected by an absolute majority of the Federal Assembly for
a four-year term. In the last election on 22 November 2005 Angela Merkel was
elected chancellor by 397 to 202 votes with 12 abstentions. Before Ms. Merkel
was elected there were fierce debates among the different parties involved, be-
cause neither of the large parties received a clear mandate and had to look for
ways to built a sustainable coalition. The outcome was a “Grand Coalition”
between the two largest parties, the CDU/CSU and the SPD.

2 Voter turnout is usually lower for local and states elections; and especially
low for elections to the European Parliament. (Turnout for the elections to the
European Parliament in 2004 was 43 %; in the last States election in North-
rhine-Westfalia 63% of elegible people cast their vote. Northrhine-Westfalia
traditionally has a rather high turnout in local and states elections).

3 For a survey of German young peoples attitudes towards society and politics
see: Hurrelmann, et.al.: Jugend 2002. 14. Shell Jugendstudie, Frankfurt/Main
2002, esp. Synopis and chapter 3. An English synopsis is available on the web-
site: www.shell-jugendstudie.de. Unfortunately, the website has been down
when visited last.

# For the negative image of political parties and the low party membership of
young people see: Wiesendahl, Elmar. Keine Lust mehr auf Parteien. Aus Poli-
tik und Zeitgeschichte. B10/2001; S. 1 —13.

5 There is one internet database that lists all guidelines around the subject of
civic education (“politische Bildung”). The task of assembling that database
has been made more difficult, since civic education takes place in many differnt
subjects, i.e. history, politics, sociology, pedagogy, etc. www.lehrplaene.org

the relation between young voters and politics. When looking at the
multiplying channels of communication, the rising number of media,
the increasing complexity of life, the fragmentation of social milieus,
it becomes clear that political communication is in competition with
other types of communication. In other words: pop stars, movies,
advertisements, TV-series and politics struggle for the attention of
not only the youth. So what does that mean for future first voter cam-
paigns? It does not lead to the conclusion that politicians have to act
like pop stars. Political programs do not have to be plotted like the
newest telenovela. Politics does not exist in a separate realm, but it is
omnipresent, so let’s treat it that way.

Since the younger generation is known for being the first to adopt
new forms of communication, political communication and cam-
paigns targeting the young have to keep that in mind. In order to
be heard, politicians have to use popular means of communication.
Furthermore, we need to keep the feedback channel always open and
encourage political dialog among the youth but also between politics
and youth.

Last but not least we want to stress the importance of networking.
When looking at all the different campaigns, organisations and proj-
ects, it seems to me that there are a lot of unseen similarities or un-
tapped links between the actors of young voter education. Increased
networking and closer cooperation could create useful synergies.
Therefore, we want to introduce the idea of a European firstvot-
ers campaign during the European election in 2009, which is one
of the future projects of Politikfabrik. With teams of students the
Politikfabrik wishes to conduct simultaneous and connected activi-
ties in Germany and as many other Middle- and Eastern European
countries as possible. We want to visualize the idea of a European
firstvoter society, politically active and preparing to vote on election
day in all countries taking part. The vision is an European “WAHL
GANG 09” that does all Eastern- and Middle European countries of
the European Union and inspires a new way of thinking about politi-
cal Europe.

© In 2004 the bpb had an overall budget of about 39.000.000 Euro (see.www.
bundesfinanzministerium.de/haushalt2004)

7 www.wahlomat.de

§ www.politikfabrik.de

? the number of items varies every year due to the fact that every party has to
confirm the theses and its answer to it . This is not always possible so that there
are some thesis each year that don’t make it into the final selection.

19 1n electoral districts with a high share of right wing extremists you can find
groups who are centred around that problem on a local level. The actual number
of organizations in the field of civic education is hard to estimate. There are
around 900 alone which receive funding from the bpb.

' www jugendpresse.de, Members are 25 years old at maximum and are main-
ly writing for school newspapers or other young media.

12 www.politikorange.de

= www.projekt-p.de

14 hitp://www.bundestag.de/dialog/planspiel/index.html

13 http://www.bundestag.de/blickpunkt/108_Glasklar/

16 http://www.juniorwahl.de/

7 http://www.ul8.org/

18 for example, if they live in Germany, but are not German citizens.

19" www.vfh-online.de

20 www.wahlgang05.de
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pabory,
0OIIECTBEHHBIX

HECMOTpsA Ha COKpalieHue

JACHCIKHBIX CpEACTB,

KOJIHUYCCTCBO JICHCT, MOTpAa4YCHHBIX Ha

TOJIUTUYCCKOC O6pa30BaHI/Ie ABJIACTCS

emé BredamAromuM. Korma Mbl cTopum
Ha Oynaymiee, BHIHBI HEKOTOPHIC BBI3OBHI,
KOTOPBIE MBIl XOTUM IIOJYCPKHYTh.

Bo-nepBbix,  crapeii  npumep:  Ecnu
MOJIUTUKA XOTSIT, YTOOBI MOJOIBIC JIIOIU
IPUHSUIM UX BCEpE3, OHU JOJKHBI IPUHATH
Bcepé3 Monoxablx. KoiamdecTBo BHUMaHWS,
IIPEOCTABICHHOTO MOJUTHYECKOH cdepoit
MOJIOZIBIM n30HuparesaM, [I0Ka3bIBACT
YPOBEHb HUX BaXKHOCTH C TOYKU 3pPCHUS
nobensl Ha BEIOOpax. DTa ypOBEHb Yke
CPaBHUTEIBHO HU3Kasl. IHocmorpes
HBIHCITHUE JeMorpaduueckue N3MEHEHHs,
pONb  MONOABIX W30MpaTenell CTaHOBUTCS
CKOpee MEHbIIE PeIIUTEIbHEIM Ha OyIyIux
BeiOopax. C apyroit cropone, CMU wu
o0IIecCTBEHHOCT, ['epMaHMM TIEepEeXHUBAIOT
13-3a HU3KOH SIBKM MOJOAEKM Ha BBHIOOpaX,
U NOAJAEPKUBACT UHUIUATUBBI, KACATEIBHO

MOJIOIBIX H30MpaTeseil.

Ouepennere BeIOOPH! B bepnune, Ha KOTOPBIX
BO3pAcT, JAlOIIUN IpaBO Ha ydacTUEC B
TOJIOCOBAaHUM OBII cokpaméH no 16 e,
SIBJISICTCA XOPOLIUM IPUMEPOM YCUIUH IO
MOAJACPKUBAHUIO HHTepeca Moaonéxu. B
o0IeM MONHUTHUKU JODKHEI MMETh B BUAY
MOJIOIBIX N30MpaTeNei 1 OHU JOJDKHBI CTAaTh
Ooslee MOJIONBIMU —€CIH HE B (PH3UIECKOM
IUTaHe, TO B IUIAHEe OOIIEHHS ¢ HUMH. DTO

BJIUATHL Ha  OTHOLICHUC

Oyner
MOJIOJIBIMHU U30UPATEIISIMU U MTOJIUTHKAMH.

MEXIY

Korma cmoTpuMm Ha yBenHuYeHHE KaHAJIOB
CBsA3M, yBenumuuBamwmeecs uucio CMU,
YCHIIUBAIOIIASCS CIOKHOCTD )KHU3HH, Pa3pbiB
COLIMATBHOM CpeIbl, CTAHOBUTCS SICHBIM,
YTO TOJIUTUYECKOE OOIICHHE KOHKYpPUPYET
¢ IOpyrHMH THIIAMHA oOmeHus. pyrumu
CJIOBaMH, 3BE3MBI ACTPaIbl, KHUHOPIIBMBL,
peKJIaMbl, MHOTOCEPUUHBIC  TeIeHUIBMBI
OopsTCs 32 BHUMAHUE HE TOJBKO MOJIOIEKH.
Uro 5T0 3HAYMT WIS OyAYyLIMX aruTanui
rojocyromux  Brepeie? KonewHo ke,
MOJTUTUKH JTOJKHBI BECTU ce0sl HE TakK, Kak
3BE316l dcTpaapl. He HyXHO wn300paxars
MOJUTUYECKHE TMPOrPpaMMBbl, KaK CaMble
HOBBIC Tellecepralibl. [loTuTHKa CYIEeCTBYET
HEC B pa3IeIHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, a OHa
SIBJISICTCS BE3AECYIIHON, TAK YTO MBI IOJIKHBI
3aHUMATBCS C HEH TaKiM 00pa3om.

Moronbie MOKOJICHUS W3BECTHBI TEM, YTO
OHH TIPUHUMAIOT HOBBIC (OPMBI CBSI3H
MCPBBIMU, W O3TO HYXHO YYHUTHIBATHCS B
MPOBEJCHUU TOJUTHYCCKOTO OOMICHUS |
aruTallid B OTHOUICHWH Monoaéxu. Jlis
TOr0, YTOOBI IOJUTUKOB MOCTYIIAIH, OHH
JIOJOKHBI MPUMEHSTH TOMYJISIPHBIC CPEICTBA
ces3u. Jlanmee, Bcerga HEOOXOAUMO J1aTh
BO3MOXHOCTBH [UJISi OTBETHOW pEakUud U
MOOMIPSTh MOMUTUYCCKHIA Pa3rOBOP CPEIH
MOJIOAEKH, U TAKKE MEXKAY TOIUTUKAMH H
MOJIOAEKBIO.

HOCHCHHHﬁ, HO HE MCHEEC BaXXHO NOAYCPKHYTh

BaXHOCTh HajakuBaHWs cBs3eid. Korma
CMOTPIO Ha pa3HbIC aTUTAIMH, OPTaHU3AI[IH U
MIPOEKTHI, MHE KQ)KETCSI, YTO MHOT'O HEBUTHBIX
COBNAJAaHUH{ M HEHCIOJIE30BAHHBIX CBS3EH
MEXIY aKTEpaMH IPOCBEHICHHUS MOJOIBIX
n3bupareneil.  YCuICHHOE — HaJlaKMBaHUC
cBs3e m Oojee TeCHOE COTPYAHUYECBTO
MOTJTH OBI UMETB Pe3yIbTaToM () (PEKTHBHYIO
COBMECTHYIO JICSITEITbHOCTb.

ITo »roit MNPUYIUHE, MBIl XOTHM BBICTYIIHUTH

c MIPEJIOKECHHEM o MIPOBECICHUU
Oo6meeBporieiickoit aruTauuu JUIS
rOJOCYIONINX BICPBBIC Ha BBHIOOpax B

EBponapinament B 2009 rony. IIposenenue
Takoll KaMIaHUM CUUTACTCS OJHHUM U3
OyIymuX IpPOEKTOB
(Politikfabrik).
[IPOBOJUTh COBMECTHBIC U COCIUHEHHBIC

«Ilomurnkpabpuk»
«ITomutnkpabpuk» xoueT

JIefcTBUS ¢ IpynmaMud  CTYAEHTOB U3
lepmanuy 1 U3 Kak MOXKHO OOJbIIEe CTpaH
Cpenneil u Bocrounoit EBpomnbsl. Mbl xoTuM
0TY€TIINBO IPEICTABUTD UJICI0 EBPOIECHCKOrO
o0IecTBa TOJIOCYIOMNX BIEPBBIE, KOTOPOE
SBIISICTCS ~ TOJUTHYCCKH  AKTUBHBIM U
TOTOBUTCSL TOJIOCOBAaTh B JICHb BEIOOPOB B
Ka)KJOH ydacTByoIledl cTpaHe. Mbl XOTUM
npooguth Eponeiickuit “WAHL GANG
097, kacaromuiics Bcex crpaH CpenHed u
Boctounoii EBponel EBponeiickoro Corosa u
o0y K AAFOIIUI HOBBI 00pa3 MBIIUICHUS 00

€BpOIIEHCKOM MOIUTHKE.

! Kanwyiep n30Mpaercsi abCONIOTHBIM OOJIBIIHHCTBOM WieHOB PesiepanbHoro
COOpaHYs Ha YeTBIPEXIICTHBIH CPOK.

Ha mpormuieix Bei6opax, 22 nostopst 2005 rona Anrena Mepken Obita H30paHa
KaHIUIEpOM, Iporonocosanu 3a 397, a npotus 202 AemyTaToB, BO3AEPKAIUCH
12 nemyraroB. Ilepen n3Opanuem r-xu Mepkensi, CHIbHBIE 1e0aThl UMEIH
MECTO MEXJy KAaCAIOIIMMMUCS MapTHAMH, MOTOMY YTO HHM OJHOW IapTHH HE
MOJTYYH/Ia YETKOTO MAH>K/IaTa M JOJDKHBI OBLIM HCKATh BO3MOMKHOCTH CO3/IaHHs
yCTOHUMBOM Koanuuuu. B pesynbrare cosnanu «bosbliryto KOaIUIuo» U3 IByX
Hanbonemux napruii, XJ[C/ XCC (CDU/CSU) u CAIILL (SPD)

2 SIBka uzbupareneit ecTb 0OBIYHO GOJIEE HU3KOM HA MECTHBIX U PETMOHAIBHBIX
BBIOOpAX; M 0COOCHHO HM3Kas OHa Ha BbIOOpax B EBpomapiameHT (sBKa
Ha BeIOOpax B EBpomapmament B 2004 roxy cocraBuma 43 %; Ha IPOILIBIX
peruoHanbHbIX BiOOpax B Hopapeiin-Bectdanen 63 % nsbupareneii noxanan
cBoii ronoc. B HopupeiiH-Bectdanen HaOm0maeTCsl TPaJAUIIMOHHO BBICOKAS
sIBKA HA MECTHBIX U PETMOHAIIBHBIX BHIOOPOB)

34006 orpuuaTeNbHOM MMUJ/UDKE MOIWTHYECKUX IAPTHH M HE3HAYHTEIBHOM
4YICHCTBE MONOn&ku B maptusix moumtaire: Wiesendahl, Elmar.Keine Lust
mehr auf Parteien. Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte. B10/2001; S.1 — 13.

5 Onna 6a3a JaHHBIX Ha VIHTEpHETE MEPEeYHCIsieT BCE HOPMBI B OTHOLICHUH
rpaxaaHckoro obpaszosanus “politische Bildung”). I[Tockonbky rpaxaaHMKoe
o0pa3oBaHHEe NPENOJaéTCsi B paMKe pasHBIX INIPEIMETOB, KaK HCTOPHH,
MOJIMTONIOTTT, COLMOJIOTHH, MEAArOruy M.T.J., TPYIHO OBLIO CO3MaTh TAKYyIO
6a3y nannyro www.lehrplaene.org

¢ B 2004 roxy 6romket «bpby» cocrasui mpumepro 39.000.000 espo
(.www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/haushalt2004)

7 www.wahlomat.de

89 Yuco MONOKEHNH MEHSIeTCSl KaKIbIi IO, BEAb HapTHU JOJDKHBI TOXKE
MOATBEPKIATh HX. [I0CKOIBKY 9TO HE BCEraa BO3MOXKHO, B KOHIE HE KaXI0e
TOJIOXKEHHE MCIION3YETCs B 9TOM TECTE.

1B n30uparenbHbIX OKpyrax ¢ GOJBLIMM YUCIOM JIEBBIX SKCTPEMHUCTOB €CTh
IPYIIIBL, COCPEIOTOYMBAIONINE BHHMAHHE Ha MECTHbIC MpoOIeMbl. OueHb
TPYAHO YHCIIO OpraHM3AlMi, JCHCTBYIOIMX Ha 00JacTe TIpakJaHCKOro
obpazoBanus. [lpumepro 900 M3 HHUX MOIYHalOT JEHEXKHBIE CPEACTBA OT
«bpb».

1 www.jugendpresse.de, UneHam accoluanyi MakCUMyM 25 JIET U OHH
COCTAaBIISIIOT CTaTbd B IVIABHOM IIKOJIBHBIX JKypHanoB i apyrux CMU
MOJIOAEKHT

12 www.politikorange.de

13 www.projekt-p.de

4 http://www.bundestag.de/blickpunkt/108 Glasklar/

1S http://www.bundestag.de/blickpunkt/108_Glasklar/

16 http://www.bundestag.de/blickpunkt/108 Glasklar/

17 http://www.ul8.org/

8 HanpuMep, €CIM OHHM IIPOKMBAIOT B [epMaHWH, HO HMMEIOT HEMEIKOro
IpaXKIaHCTBA.

1 www.vfh-online.de

Pwww.wahlgang05.de
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Peter Novotony, Program Director of Obcianske oko
Secretary General of European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations (ENEMO)

First time voters’ education and projects in Slovakia

Education of youngest
generation of voters in
Slovakia about elec-
tions and democracy is
part of civic education
in secondary schools.
However, elections as
topic make just one
part of civic education

and such civic educa-
tion lessons have not very attractive format for
most of young students in secondary schools.
Furthermore, Slovak youth, including first-
time voters, are generally less active in poli-
tics and participating in elections than other
age groups eligible to vote. There is obvious
lack of systematic youth voter education ap-
proach since official civic education lessons in
secondary schools are very formal and mostly
unattractive for students.

There have been several NGO projects striving
to design and experiment at secondary schools
with more attractive civic education, however
these experiments were organized on limited
scale and have not been included in school curri-
cula (though they were officially recommended
as supplementary materials like Streetlaw proj-
ect, Project Citizen, Young Citizen Passport).
NGO projects of this type strived to offer al-
ternative creative approaches (role plays, group
work, brainstorming and more user-friendly
publications). Nevertheless, Ministry of Edu-
cation has not found any way how to build on
these projects and some of them stopped due to
funding limitations or had quite limited impact
solely on a small part of schools.

Slovak non-governmental organizations devel-
oped a great number of attractive extra-curricu-
lar projects and activities both before 1998 and
2002 parliamentary elections. First-time voters
were in both cases very large target group of vot-
ers, they made 10 percent of overall potential
electorate in 1998 elections and eight percent in
2002 elections. Both before and after 1998 and
2002 general elections there were number of
qualitative and quantitative surveys, opinion
polls and focus groups analyzing attitudes
and voting behavior of Slovak first-time vot-
ers aged 18 to 21. In 1998 first-time voters
made up ten percent of electorate and were
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addressed also by specific campaign of po-
litical parties, while in 2002 first-time voters
made some 8 percent of the whole electorate
and these votes were also contested by special
efforts of campaigns of political parties.

In 1998 and 2002 a number of NGO pre-
pared specific nonpartisan activities, me-
dia campaigns, get-out-the vote awareness
campaigns, peer-to-peer school discussions,
youth events and various other innovative ap-
proaches targeting first-time voters, which
resulted in extraordinary high turnout of
first-time voters -- 80% in 1998 elections and
70% in 2002 elections. Impact of NGO cam-
paigns was assessed as crucial for youngest
votes deciding on returning Slovakia from
authoritarian tendencies back on democratic
path (1998) and confirming the country’s
ambition to catch up the delay in integration
process in 2002. However, there was not ob-
served any long-term impact of successful NGO
campaigns on first-time voters attitude related
to their participation in next elections. Turnout
in 2004 Elections to European Parliament was
lowest in the whole EU mostly due to apathy of
youngest voters (their 6,7% turnout was signifi-
cantly lower than the overall turnout of 17%)).

Types of NGO Projects for First-time Voters
in 1998 & 2002:

¢ Peer-to-peer School Discussions

University students visited civic education les-
sons in secondary schools and facilitated open
group discussions and role-plays on upcoming
elections and reasons for participation or non-
participation of youngest voters, In 1998 ELSA
managed to organize 30 school discussions at
secondary schools facing often the rejection of
school headmasters. In 2002 Obcianske oko
organized 323 school peer-to-peer discussions

including more than 7600 first time voters from
all types of secondary schools throughout Slo-
vakia.

¢ National Media Campaign and Concert
Tour contemplated by grassroots activists

In 1998 NGO Catch 98 run very attractive TV
and radio spots campaign “I vote for I think”
engaging Slovak and foreign artists and MTV
Europe. This media campaign was coordinated
with campaign Rock volieb 98 of NGO NOS,
which sponsored bus tour of concerts and disco-
theques across the country to handout election-
related leaflets and stickers.

In 2002 NGO Catch 98 and Obcianske oko run
national GOTV It Matters to us composed of
campaign appeal, rock concert tour, person-
alities in TV spots and print advertisements sup-
ported by network of grassroots activists dis-
tributing at various special cultural and sport
events trendy materials and collecting thumb
prints on petition sheets as symbol of motivation
to participate in elections. Specially designed
materials, tailored messages and carefully se-
lected messengers were crucial for success of
these campaigns — trendy, colorful, funny, joy-
ful, attractive, convincing, and motivating youth
to join in.

* Local Group Events as Part of National
Campaign

In 1998 and 2002 often local NGOs or student
groups organized some local events for students
in their city or village such as mock election, dis-
cussion forum, concert, party, discotheque, po-
litical cabaret, football match, and it was impor-
tant to include them in nation-wide campaign
by sharing campaign materials such as leaflets,
publications, T-shirts, petition sheets, stickers.

TURNOUT OF FIRST-TIME VOTERS IN
SLOVAKIA

Year and Type of Election Overall Voter Estimated Turn- | Difference

Turnout out of First-time

Voters

1994 Parliamentary Elections 75,6 % 40-50 % -30%
1998 Parliamentary Elections 84,2 % 80 % -42%
2002 Parliamentary Elections 70,1 % 70 % -0,1%
2004 Elections to European 16,9 % 6,7 % -10,2%
Parliament




ITerep HoBoTHbI, /InpexTop nporpamm opranusanuu «Obcianske oko»
I'enepanbHblii cekperapb EBponelickoii ceTn oprann3anuii no Hadaroaenunto 3a sbioopamu (ECOHB)

IIpocBenieHue U MPOEKTHI ISl FOJOCYOIINX BrepBbie B ClI0BaKUH

OOpa3oBaHHE CaMOTO MOJIOZIOTO ITOKOJICHUS
n3bupareneii CnoBakum 1O BeIOOpaM U
JIEMOKPAaTHHIIPOUCXOAUTBPAMKET PAKAaHCKOI O
00pa30BaHMUs B CPEIHUX IIKOJIAX.

OZ[HaKO, BOIIPOCHI BI)I60p0B C€CTb TOJILKO
HEOOJIBILION qacCTblO TpaxIaHCKOIro
O6pa30BaHI/Iﬂ, YpPOKH 1O KOTOPOMY €CThb

HE O4YCHb MOMYJSAPHBIM JJIsi OOJIBIINHCTBA
MOJIOJIBIX CTYJEHTOB CpenHux Iukoi. bonee
TOTO, CJIOBAIKAS MOJIOAEXKb, BKJIOYAST
roJIOCYIOIIMX BIepBble SIBJSIETCS O0LIYHO
MeHee AKTHBHOI B IOJIMTHKE U HA BbIOOpax,
YyeM JIpyrue Bo3pacTHbIe IPyNIibl, HMeKoIme
npaBo  Ha

yuyacTue B roJI0COBaAaHHH.

OtcycTBHE  MOC/IEI0BATEIBHOIO  IOAXO0AA
K HPOCBEHICHHI0O MOJIOABIX H30upaTeei
04eBU/IHO, U O(pULHAIbHBIC, (OPMAJIbHbIE
YPOKH M0 Tpa)JaHCKOMYy 00pa30BaHHIO
CpPeIHMX INKOJ OO0bIYHO He IPHBJIEKAIT
MOJIOIBIX CTY/CHTOB.
B opraHmsanuum = HeNpaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX
opranmsanuii (HITO) ocymiecTBHINCE IPOEKTHI,
Ipe/ylaraloliie CpPeAHUM IIKoIaM — Ooree

(opMEI
00pa30BaHMsI, HO 9TH IIPOSKTHI KACAIIICH TOIBKO

IIPUBJICKATCIIbHBIC TpaxxJIaHCKOIro

OI‘paHI/I‘IéHHOI‘O HUHrCIa HIKOJI, a NPEAJIOKCHHBIC

(opMEI
IIKOJIBHBIA y4eOHBIN IUIaH (XOTS OHH OBUIH

06pa30BaHPI$[ HE BKJIKOYHJIIUCbL B
PEKOMCH/I0OBAHBL O(l)I/IHPIaJH)HO B Ka4CCTBC

JIOTIONTHUTENBHBIX ~ MaTEpHAJIOB,  HANpUMep
npoektel «Crputlloy, I'paxknane, Ilacmopt
MOJIOJIBIX TPakJaH). DTU MPOEKTHI CTAPAINCh
IpeyIaraTth ajJbTepPHATHBHBIE M KpPEaTHBHBIC
MeTOJIBI (Pa3bITPEIBATh POJIb, Pab0Ta B rpyIIax,
METOJ, MO3IOBOH aTaku M TaKKe H3JaHUs,
Oonee ynmoOHBIE IS TOIB30BaHMs). TeM He
MeHee, MUHHCTEpCTBO 00pa30BaHMs HE HAILIO
BO3MOKHOCTH JUIsl PeaJIn3alliu 3TUX IIPOEKTOB,
U HEKOTOpPbIE OCTAHOBUJIUCH U3-332 HEJOCTATKU
nenexHbix cpenct. HITO CrnoBakuu nposenu
MHOI'0 MHTEPECHBIX BHELIKOJIBHBIX IPOCKTOB U
JIeHCTBHH Tepes MapiIaMeHTCKUMH BBIOOpaMu
B 1998 u B 2002 ropax. I'onocyromue Brepsble
MIPEJCTABIIN COOOH 3HAUUTENBHYIO LEIIEBYIO
IPyHITy B 00€HX CIIydasiX, BeIb OHU COCTaBIIIN
10 mpomeHToB M30Mpareneil Ha BBIOOpPaX B
1998 romy, a 8 mporeHTOB Ha BEIOOpax B 2002
rony. Ilepen BceoOuMu BHIOOPAMH U TOXKe
nocJie HUX B 1998 u B 2002 rogax nposeJiuch
KBAHTUTATHBHbIE " Ka4eCTBEHHbIE

OMPOCHI, OMPOCHI OGUIECTBEHHOT0 MHEHHSI,

U TEeMATH4YECCKHE OIIPOCHI KacCaTeJIbHO

ATTUTIOIOB M TOBCACHUA TOJIOCYIOIIMX

Brepsbie CnoBakuu BozpacTom 18-21 jer.

B1998ronyaoasirosiocyoimuxBnepBbiecpeau
uz0uparesiii cocrapuiia 10 npoueHToB, U K
HUMHU 00pATUJIMCH MOJUTHKHU CHelHaJIbHON
aruTanmeil. Jra goasi cocrasuiaa B 2002
roay 8 mpoueHToB, H MOX0KHEe Mepbl ObLIU
NPHHATHI NOJMTUYECKUMH NAPTUSMHU.

B 1998 u 2002 neckoanko HIIO nposeso
cnelnuuaIbHble, HeNapTHiiHble JeiicTBH,
arutanuio yepes CMHU, aruranuio, koropas
J00WJIMCh SIBKH U30HMpatesieii Ha BBIOOPBI,
PaBHOIPaBHbIe 00CyXkKJeHUS B INKOJAX,
MEPONPHUATHA ISl MOJIOAE:KM, M JApyrue
HOBATOPCKHME [eiicTBUSA Ul IOJIOCYIOLINX
BuepBbie. Beé 310 HMMeso pe3yabrarom
HEOOBIYHO BBICOKYI0 SIBKY TIOJIOCYIOLINX
Brepsbie: 80 % B 1998 rony, a 70 % B 2002
rogy. Otu peiictBuss HIIO nmemn ocoboe
BIMSHHUE HA CAaMbIX MOJIOABIX H30Mparerei,
KOTOpbIC pellmin O Bo3BpaweHun CloBakuu
U3 aBTOPUTAPHBIX CTPEMIICHUI K JIE€MOKpAaTUH
(B 1998 rony), n moxTBepamy neiab CloBakuu
HAarHaTh OTCTaBaHUE II0 MHTEIPALIUOHHOMY
nporeccy (B 2002 roxy). OmHako, mporpaMMbl
HIIO He umenu NONrocpovyHOro BIIMSIHUS Ha
OTHOIICHHUE T'OJIOCYIOIINX BIIEPBEIE K BHIOOpAM.
SIBka Ha BRIOOpax B EBpomapmament B 2004
Obuia camoii Hm3koi B EC, ocobeHHO mu3-3a
Oe3pa3nmuuusi caMbIX MOJOABIX H30Mpareneit
(BKa ux ywactus (6,7 %) ObLIa 3HAYUTEITHEHO
HIDKe cpenueit aBku (17 %)).

IIpoextsr  HIIO,
roJiocyoumux Bnepsblie B 1998 & 2002 rogax:

NPOBEJCHHBIE I

* PapHonpaBHbIe 00Cy:K/IeHHS B IIKOJIAX

CTyIeHTHl YHHBEPCUTETOB HMPHHSIIN ydacTHE
Ha ypOKax II0 TPaJaHCKOMY O0Opa30BaHHIO
B CpeJHMX IIKOJNAX, OHH CHOCOOCTBOBAIN
NIPOBEJICHUIO  OTKPBITBIX ~ JUCKYyCCHH, U
PasbIrpeIBAJIM POJIM OTHOCHUTEIHO OYEPEAHBIX
BBIOOPOB, 00CYXJalH TPUIMHBI  ydacTHs
W HeSBKH MOJIOIBIX wn3dmpareneil. B 1998
«QJICA» ycnena opranu3oBars auckyccuu B 30
CPEIHUX HIKOJIAX, CTAJIBKMBASICh YACTO OTKA30M
pyxoBoautenet mkor. B 2002 rony «Obcian-
ske oko» opranmszoBano 323 paBHONPABHBEIX

oOcyxkaeHuid ¢ ydactueM Oosbine dem 7600

rOJIOCYIOIIMX BIIEPBBIE U3 BCEX BUJIOB CPEIHUX
ko1 CIIoBakHH.

e OOwWeHANUOHAJbHASL ArUTalus 4epe3
CMMU 1 KOHLIEPTHOE TYPHE B OPraHU3aLLIUU
AKTHBHCTOB

B 1998 HIIO «Catch 98» mpoBena odeHb
[IPUBJICKATCIIBHY0 aruTalUi0 C HOMOLIBIO
panuo- u TenepexyiaMmbl. B aruranum «S1
FOJIOCYI0 3@ TOrO, KOrO s XO4uy» IPHHSIH
ydJacTHe CJIOBAaIlKMe M 3apyOeKHbIE aKTEPEI,
Mrosuk Tenesmwxku Espormsr (MTV Europe).
Ora aruTanus COCTOUIACh PAJIOM C KaMIIaHUEeH
HITO «<HOC» non nazBanuem «Rock volieb 98y,
B XOZI¢ KOTOPOrO MOAJCP/KUBAIIA KOHLEPTHI U
JIUCKOTEKH M0 BCEH CTpaHe U paclpoCTpaHIn

HAKJICHKH 1 OPOIIIOpH O BEIOOpax.

B 2002 HIIO «Catch 98» u «Obcianske oko»
OpPraHM30BaJ0 HAIMOHAIBHYIO IIPOrpaMMy
«Otmait cBoii Toloc- DJTO HMMEET 3HAYCHHE
JUTSL HAcy, BKJIIOYAIOIIYIOCS B ceOsl TypHE
POK-KOHLIEPTOB, POJIb M3BECTHBIX JIMYHOCTEH
B Tele- H

paauopekiamMax, €4aTHBIC

PEKIIaMBI. C T1OMONIPIO CETH AaKTUBUCTOB
ObLTH pacnpoCTpaHCHbl CTUJIIBHBIC MaTCpHUaJIbl
Ha pasHblX KYJIBTYPHbBIX U CIIOPTUBHBIX
MEPONPUATHUSIX. AKTUBUCTBI c06pan1/1
OTICYaTKHu MaJibLCB JJIs HeTHHHﬁ, H06y)l(,ﬂaﬂ K

y4dacTuro Ha BbI60an.

CHeL[I/IaIII)HI)Ie Marepualbl, MHPOCTBIC HIACHUU
1 BHHUMATCIIBHO BI)I6paHHI>IC NOCPCAHUKH
ONpeaACININ YCIIEX 3TUX KaMTIaHUi — MOJHBIC,
MHOI'OBETHBIC, BCCéJILIe, 3a6aBHI)Ie,
HpI/IBJIeKaTCJ'IbHI)Ie,y6eI[I/ITCIILHI)Ier0FpaMMBI,

00y K TAFOIINE MOJOAEKE TPUCOCTHHUTHCSL.

MeponpusiTusi MECTHBIX TPYNII, KaK 4acTb
HAIMOHAJIBHOI KaMIAHHH

B 1998 u 2002 romax mectuele HIIO wmimm
TPYHIIBI  CTYJCHTOB YacTO OPraHH30BaJIN
MECTHBIE MEPOIPHUSTHUS ISl CTYACHTOB CBOETO
ropoja WM TOCENKa, HapUMEp HMHTALUIO
BBIOOPOB, JWCKYCCHH, KOHIIEPTHI, BEUCPUHKH,
MONIUTHYECKOe Kabape, (yTOOIBHBIA Mard.
BaskHO OBIIO TOAKITIOYUTH ATUX MEPOIIPUSITHI
K HAI[OHAJIBHOM KaMIIaHUH JJISI TOTO, YTOOBI
MOJENNTECS MaTtepuaiaMu ( Kak OpOIIIOpH,
n3anus, QyTOONBKY, HAKICHKH, IICTUITHH)
YXyALIeHNe

HpI/IHI/IMaFI BO BHHUMaHHC
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Given the specific deteriorating situation with

extremely low turnout of young voters in 2004
and 2005 elections, Obcianske oko would like
to appeal to the Ministry of Education to eval-
uate civic education curricula in secondary
schools and all previous NGO experimental
projects, which could be used to improve civic
education at Slovak secondary schools.

CASE STUDY
CAMPAIGN FOR FIRST-TIME VOTERS
1998

GET-OUT-THE VOTE CAMPAIGN

Rock volieb 1998

“You do not let other people choose the mu-
sic for you, don’t let them decide your fu-
ture on your behalf!”

Problem: Research showed that young
people usually vote in significantly smaller
numbers than the old generation. On the
other hand young people have more pro-
democratic and pro-western attitude than
older generation, which favors populist
politicians.

* Goals: to motivate young people to take part
in 1998 parliamentary elections (to increase
the voter turnout of first-time voters).

* Identify and analyze target group —
through research and series of focus groups

target group was identified as young people
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aged 18-30 that made some 10 % of all vot-
ers. Research and focus groups analyzed the
reasons why Slovak youngest generation does
not want to participate in elections, the level of
knowledge and information on politics and its
attitude towards politicians and elections.

¢ Define the message for the campaign
— the research and various experts then to de-
fine the set of campaign messages and logos,
which were tested on focus groups. The main
messages needed to be attractive and trendy,
encouraging, proactive and motivating, posi-
tive and somehow connected to activities
that young people usually like (music, sports,
events, fun). Therefore the main message of
the campaign was — You do not let other peo-
ple to choose music for you, do not let them
decide your future on your behalf. This year
you can choose. The year(rock) of elections
1998.

* Plan the strategy and tactics of the cam-
paign — the existing models (Rock-the-vote
project) were modified to be applicable in
Slovak specific situation of 1998.

The main message was that the voice of young
people can be extraordinary strong in crucial
parliamentary elections and will decide upon
the future of the country and fate of young
generation as well. These messages needed to
be delivered in a way, which is user-friendly to
young generation. Target group expressed that

young people do not want to come to political
rallies to hear long speeches of politicians but
rather want to be approached by figures not
affiliated with parties or their counterparts.
The message had to be spread by personalities
which use the language of young people (mu-
sicians, rock bands, DJs) in various means —
posters, fliers, stickers, graffiti, rock concerts,
parties, radio and TV advertisements. On the
other hand respondents stated that there was
a lack of information on parties running for
parliamentary elections and on the election
process itself. Therefore, the printed materi-
als needed to be both attractive and serve as
relevant source of information.

The campaign was planned, funds were raised,
partners identified, management selected,
rules of nonpartisanship formulated and ac-
tivities designed. The Rock volieb campaign
consisted of three major components:

* Media campaign - TV/radio spots with Slo-
vak and foreign personalities respected by the
target group expressing in attractive or funny
way that will vote. These positive examples
were broadcasted on national TV and radio
stations and cinemas. The campaign also used
media coverage, press conferences, press re-
leases, articles, TV talk shows and even MTV
to spread its message.

Bus Tour — rock concerts and public events
visited 20 major cities in Slovakia to deliver



ObLTH aarTUupPOBaHbI K CriCuaJIbHbIM

SABKA I'OJIOCYIOIUX BIIEPBBIE B CJIOBAKHUH ycnosusm CnoBakuu B 1998 romy. I'maBHoe

co00IeHre ObLIO TO, YTO MHEHUE MOJIOAEKH

FOHTTI/IH BLI6OpOB BC@O6H.[aﬂ HpHMepHa}I Pa3HHHa MOKET OBITh III_')e3BI)I‘{a.I7IHO 3HAYUTCIBbHBIM
SIBKa SBKa

Ha KJIIOYCBBIX IapJIaMCHTCKUX B])I60an, u
rOHOCyIOHH/IX TaKKE PCIIUTCIIbHBIM Ha 6y11y111ee CTpaHbl U

BIIEPBBIE
Ha cyap0y Moozoro mokojeHus.. CooOeHus

0, V) 0,

1994 TTapnaMeHTCKHE BBIOOPHI 75,6 % 40-50 % -30% HY’HO O(QOPMHTH TAKHM OOPasoM, HTOGEI
1998 TlapmaMeHTCKHE BHIOOPHI 84,2 % 80 % -42% OHH OBUIM OPHEHTHPOBAHHBIMH Ha MOJIOZBIC
2002 IlapiameHTCKHE BBIOOPHI 70,1 % 70 % - 0,1% mony. COINTaCHO MHEHHUIO IENeBOIl IPYIIIEL,
2004 Brioopsl B EBpomapnament | 16,9 % 6,7 % -10,2% MOJIOAEKE HE XOUET TOCEIIATh NOTUTHICCKUE

CHUTyalld B CBSI3M YPE3BBIYAHO HU3KOH
SIBKH MOJIOABIX H30mpareneld Ha BBIOOpax B
2004 u B 2005 romax, «Obcianske oko» xouet
oOpartuthcss K MHUHUCTEPCTBY — 00pa3oBaHHS
¢ MPOCBOOIi 1aBaTh OIEHKY YYeOHBIM ILIaHAM
[0 TPAXKJAHCKOMY OOpa30BaHHIO B CPEIHUX
LIKOJaxX, U Takke onbITHBIM npoektam HIIO,
KOTOpbIe MOIJTI OBl HCIIONB30BATHCSA IS

pasBUTHA  I'PAXKIAaHCKOTrO O6pa30BaHI/I$I B

Cp€AHUX HIKOJIaxX CiioBakuu.

AHAJIU3 TTPOBJIEMbBI — KAMITAHUS
JJISA TOJTOCYIOIUX BITEPBBIE B 1998
roay

«Ortnaii coii rosoc» - «Rock volieb 1998»
«Tpl He paémib APYruM JI0asiM BbIOPaTh
MY3UKY JJis ce0si, 1 He Jail UM ONpeJeHTh
TBOE Oyayee!»

[Mpobnema: ~ CornacHo  HCCJIEIOBAHHSM,
sIBKa MOJIOAE:KM Ha BbIOOpax ecThb 0(ouee
HHM3KOi sBKHM craporo mokojaenus. C
JAPYroii CTOPOHBI CpelH MOJIOABIX JIIOJeil
ecTh 0o/IbllIe CTOPOHHHKOB JIEMOKPATHH H
EBponsl, yem cpeau cTapmux NOKOJICHMId,
NOJePKUBAIOLINX MONYJIUCTCKUX

MOJIMTHKOB.

e Ileab: noOymuTh MOJOA&KH K YYAaCTUIO
Ha TapJIaMEHTCKUX BbIOOpax B 1998 romy
(TIOBBICUTB SIBKY I'OJIOCYIOIINX BIIEPBEIE).

e Ompenenenne M HccIeI0BaHUE IeJIeBOil
rpynnsl — C TIOMONIBIO HCCIENOBAaHUH U
TEMaTHYECKUX OIPOCOB OblIa yCTaHOBIIEHA
IieJIeBasl TPyIIia B COCTAaBE MOJIOIBIX JIIONEH
Bo3pactoM 18-30 net (10 % Bcex n3duparerneii),
U TaKKe W3YyYaINCh HPHUYMHBI HEXKEITaHUS
caMoro Mmoioioro mokoneHust  CloBakHU
IIPUHATH yJacTHE Ha BEIOOPAX, yPOBEHB 3HAHUS
U OCBEIIOMIIEHHOCTH MOJIOAEKH O MOIUTHUKE, U
TaKOKe M3y4aliCh HX OTHOIICHHE K OJINTHKAM

Y BBIOOpaM.

* Onpenenenne coodmenuii kamnanum — C
TIOMOIIIBIO UCCIIEIOBAHUH M Pa3HBIX SKCIEPTOB
HEOOXOMUMO OBIJIO ONPENETUTh COOOMICHHS
KaMIIAaHWK W CHMBOJIBI, KOTOpBIC IOTAJIN
Ha TECTHPOBAaHME K CHEIHAIBHON TpymIe.
I'maBHBIE cOOOIICHNUS OBUTH O(OPMIICHEI TAKHM
o0pa3oM, 4TOOBI OHHM OBUIM HMHTEPECHBIMH,
MOJTHBIMH, OOy K JAIOIIIMH, yTIPEK TAIOIIAMH,
TIOJIO’KUTENIBHBIME M KaK-TO CBSI3AHHBIMHU C
TIOITYJISIPHBIMU JUTSI MOJIOZIEK U ACSI TEITBHOCTSIMU
(My3HKa, CIOPT, BECEIHe MEPONPUSITHE W.T.J).
TlosTomMy BBIOpaNM TIJIABHBEIM COOOIICHHEM
KaMITaHuH ciexyomee: Tl He Maélib IpyruM
JIOASM BBIOpaTh MY3HKY JUIS ceOs, 1 He nait
UM ompeneuTs TBo¢ Oymymiee! B atom romy
TBl MMECIIb BO3MOXKHOCTh M30pate. 'ox (mmo-
CIIOBAIIKH «POK») BEIOOPOB, 1998

e IlnanupoBaHue cTparerud Hu JeiicTBui
JiefcTBYIOIHE
(manpumep npoekt «Otmali CBOH TOIOCKH)

KaMIIaHUHU- MOICIH

coOpanne ¥ CiIymarhk JUIMHHYIO —pedb
MOJINTHKOB, OHA CKOPEE XOYeT UMETh KOHTAKT
C JIMIAaMM, HECBS3aHHBIMH C TAPTHSIMH.
Takwe nuna NOJDKHBI NEpefaTh COOOIICHHE,
KOTOPBIE HCIIOJIB3YIOT SI36IKOM HOHSITHBIM IS
MOJIOIEKH (MY3UKAHTBL, POK-T PYTIITBL, I JIKEH).
Coobmienne mnepenaércss B pasHBIX (hopMax:
C IOMOLIBIO ILIAKATOB, JIMCTOBOK, HAKIICHEK,
rpadpdutw,
panuo- u tenepekiaameil. C Apyroil CTOpoHbI

POK-KOHIIEPTOB, ~ BEYEPHUHOK,
OIIPOIINBACMBIC JIHI[A YIOMSHYJIN HEHAJMIHE

nHOGOpPMAMM O TApPTUAX, YYACTBYIOIINX
Ha [apIaMEHTCKUX BHIOOpAax, W TaKkKe 00
n3bupatensHbIXporeccax.[IosTomy,nmevarnsre
Marepuaabl JIOJDKHBL OBITh HHTEPECHBIM, U

TaKXC OYCHb I/IHq)OpMaTI/IBHI:IM.

Mpl 3aIIaHUpOBAIA KaMITAHHIO U JICUCTBUS,
co0paJi ICHEe)KHBIE CPEIICTBA, OIPEACTHINKPYT
MapTHEPOB U MEHE/DKMEHTA, U (HOPMUPOBaAIH
mpaBmia He3aBucuMmoctu. Kammanms «Rock
volieb» cocTaBmiia 13 TPEX TIIABHBIX JIEMEHTA:




the message and distribute print materials
(stickers and flyers) and trendy T-shirts (mul-
tiplying effect of the campaign). Usually all
participants and the whole town were covered
by Rock volieb stickers.

Grassroots activities — cooperation with
other local groups of NGOs, student groups,
partner NGOs, volunteers, local bands and
personalities helped to build strong campaign
in the regions. In this way the outreach to tar-
get group had multiplying effects.

e The Final Rock volieb 1998 concert was
staged in Bratislava on the eve of elections
and it attracted thousands of young people
that were already convinced to vote in elec-
tions. Exit polls showed that extraordinary
large number of first time voters (80%) came
to the polls. According to post-election evalu-
ation poll almost one-fifth (19%) of first-time
voters said the NGO GOTV campaign had
influenced their decision to participate in the
elections.

CASE STUDY 2

CIVIC EYE/CATCH CAMPAIGN IT
MATTERS TO US

The atmosphere in the Slovak society before
2002 parliamentary elections was character-
ized by disillusionment of voters and distrust
from politics. Especially young, better-edu-
cated urban voters were most sceptical. Fol-
lowing the controversial period of Meciar’s
government, many of them expected rapid and
significant improvement in all areas. Natu-
rally, such high expectations could be fulfilled
partially and the subsequent “government of
change” made a number of mistakes. The per-
ception that incumbent government was the
same as the preceding one was not true, but in
an atmosphere of increasing scepticism it was
widely accepted as such. Worse still, young
people did not have greater expectations for
any new government. Widespread comments
such as: “all parties are the same and corrupt”
reflected a lack of interest in and disengage-
ment from the political process. Opinions
such as “it is moral not to vote” became trendy
among youth. Historical prospects for the in-
vitation of Slovakia to join both NATO and
the EU could have been endangered due to
low turnout. Opinion polls warned that those
citizens most likely to support democratic re-
forms and integration into Euro-Atlantic insti-
tutions were also those most likely to stay at
home on Election Day.
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Goal of the Campaign: to motivate young
population (especially first-time and sec-
ond-time voters) to vote in 2002 parliamen-
tary elections

Target Group - cooperation with polling
agency was instrumental to understand the
attitudes and needs of the target group. The
‘weird mood’ was demonstrated in the discus-
sions with 7600 first-time voters and by the re-
sults of focus groups of first- and second-time
voters to answer the following questions:

Are they affected by the so-called bad mood?
Is it an illusion or fact? If so, what are the
causes?

Are they observing politics enough that they
could discuss what they do not like (that both-
ers them, causes this bad mood), and are there
concerns which could be resolved by politi-
cians? Who affects their opinions on politics
(whether or not to vote, whether they are left-
ist or rightist, etc.)? How do they make these
decisions? Do they sense that EU membership
may depend on these elections? How impor-
tant is joining the EU for them? Do they speak
among their peers about politics or elections?
What are their reasons for voting or not vot-
ing?

Core Message for the Campaign: The initia-
tive ‘It matters to us’ was designed to motivate
disillusioned, hesitant and undecided young

voters to participate in the elections. Name of
the initiative expressed the main message It
matters to us — we are not indifferent, a posi-
tive response to general feeling of frustration
with politics and to the common belief that it
did not matter which parties would form the
future government.

Planning Campaign Strategy, Tactics
and Tools: The most efficient manner of ap-
proaching target group would be by positive
motivation based on personal examples of
people who chose to vote not so much because
they saw their vote as a chance to elect a par-
ticular party, but mainly as an opportunity to
influence the future life of their country and of
themselves. The main question was “Are you
indifferent to how the country will be after the
elections?” Anyone who answered this ques-
tion “No” had decided to vote. The appeal-
declaration was a testimony to the feelings
of one generation, the generation of students
who stood at the beginning of the democratic
changes in 1989. As a way to demonstrate a
personal and individual commitment and con-
tribution to the campaign, supporters were
asked to mark their fingerprints as well as their
signature. The fingerprint became a symbol of
the initiative. The first to support the appeal
were young personalities of cultural and social
life, among them student leaders of the 1989
Velvet Revolution.




* Kamnanus B CMU - pasno- v TejiepeK/iamMbl
C ydYacTHEM CIIOBALKAX W 3apyOC)HBIX JIHI,
HOIYJAPHBIX CpPeAd LeleBod rpynmsl. OHH
BbIpaKalld CBOE HAMEPEHUE TIOJOCOBaTh B
HMHTEpEeCHOH ¥ Bec&noil ¢opme, 4To OBLIO
[epEJaHO 0 HALMOHAJIBHOMY TEIICBUJCHUIO,
[0 paguocTaHuMaM W B KHHO. B pamke
KaMITaHUH UMEJIN MECTO Hpecc-KOH(pEPEHIIHH,
pasroBopHbIe 110y, Aalee, ocseuenue B CMU,
COOOIICHUS JUIS IeYaTH, CTaTH U JIaXKe MIO3UK
TEJICBHKH O0CCICUMIIM, YTOOBI COOOIICHUS
OBLIH IepelaHbL.

ABTOOYCHBI TYP — POK-KOHLIEPTHI U MACCOBBIC
MepornpusTusi UMenun Mecto B 20 INIaBHBIX
roponoB CIIOBaKIH C IIEJIBIO PACIIPOCTPAHCHUS
COOOIICHUSI M TIGYAaTHBIX  MaTepHalloB
(HaKJeHKY, JIHCTOBAaKH), MOAHBIX (yTOONIOK
(ymMHOXUTENBHEIH 2 dexT kamnanun) OOBIIHO
BCE YYAaCTHHKH M IEIIBIH TOpOo ObLIN CHAOKEHBI
HakJeiikamu «Rock volieby.
MaccoBble AeHCTBHSI — COTPYAHUYECTBO
¢ gpyrumu MectHbiMu rpynmamu  HIIO,
CTYJICHUECKIMHU
HIIO,

MY3UKAJIbHBIMU TI'pyIIlaMd W HU3BECTHLBIMHU

TpyHmaMyu, TapTHEPCKUX

,HO6pOBOJILHaMI/I, MCCTHBIMU
JINYHOCTSAMHU ~ CITOCOOCTBOBAJIO HIPOBEACHUIO
CUJIPHOM KaMIlaHWUU B pEeruoHax. Taxum
O6pa30M, nporaranaa aJist 11eJIeBOIt TpyHIbL

rMera pa3MHOKUATETBHBIN 3PHEKT.

* [Tocnennblii KoHIEpT B pamke «Rock volieb
1998» 6p110pranmsoBanBbpaTnciaBe HakanyHE
BBIOOPOB C yYaCTHEM THICSIYH MOJIOZBIX JIFOICH,
KOTOPBIE YK€ YOSIHMIINCE B TOM, YTO T'OJIOCYIOT.
CormacHo ompocaM n30upareneil HEoOBITHO
0O0JIBIIIOE YHCIIO ToNoCyromuX BriepBbie (80%)
nomay  rojgocoparb  CoracHoO — ompocam,
IIPOBEIEHHBIM TI0CJIE BEIOOPOB, HA ORHY IISTYIO
roJocyromux repsble (19%) Biusiia KaMIaHus
«OTxaii cBOH roy1ocy NpH peIeHn! 00 yJ9acTHI

B BBIOOpax.

Amnanus nposiieMsl - Kamnanus «Obcianske
0ko» — «IJT0 HMeeT 3HAYCHHE 1151 HACH

Hactpoenne B obmecrBe CroBakmu mepen
BBIOOpaMH IapJIaMeHTCKUMH BbIOopaMu B 2002
TOy XapaKTepHU30BaJlOCh pa304apOBaHUEM
n30upareneli W HEZOBEpHEM K IIOJUTHKE.
Hanbonee ckenTnyeckuMy OBUIM MOJIOIBIC,
Oonee 0Opa3oBaHHBIC M30UPATEIH, SKUBYIIHE
B ropofax. Ilocie mpOTHBOPEYHOro IepHozaa
07| yrpaBjieHreM Meunapa MHOTHE OXKHAAIN
3HAYUTENBHOE U

ObICTpOE  pa3BUTHE B

MHOTHX o0OyacTsx. KOHEYHO Takue BBICOKHE

OKUAaHUsT WUCHOJIbHUIIUCh HE ITOJBHOCTBIO, U
nocieayroniee
COBEPIINIJIIO MHOI'O OIIHOOK. OmymeHHe TOro,

«OPaBUTCIBCTBO IICPEMCHA»

4YTO JICHUCTBYyIIEE MPABUTEIBCTBO €CTh TAKUM
JKe, KaK Ipenslaymee, He ObUIO BEpHBIM,
BCE-TaKM OHO  pACHpPOCTPAHMUIOCH — M3-3a
ckenTuLu3Ma. Emé xyxe To, 4To y MOI0AEKH
HET BCOKHMX OXKHJIAHUX OT HEKAaKOro HOBOIO
[IPaBUTENBCTBA. 3aMEUaHHE KaK «KaxJas
NapTHsl €CTh OJIUHAKOBOU U IOAKYIIHOI» CTaIl
pacIpoCTpaHATbCS U BbIpa)Kald HEHAIUYHE
HMHTEpECTa B MOJIUTHYECKUX IpoLeccax. ITo
CTaJI0 MOJHOW Cpelu MOJOAEKH BBICKA3aThCA
MHeHueM «He romocoBaTh- 3TO IMPaBUIIBHO
u MopaimbHO». Hm3kas sBka Ha BbIOOpax
Morta OBl yrposkaTh MCTOPUYECKUM IIAHCAM
Cnosakuu npucoenunutsca k HATO u EC.
Pe3ynbraTsl  ompocoB oOpaTmim  BHEMaHHE
Ha TO, YTO TIpakJaHe, IOAJCPKUBAIOIINC
JIEMOKpaTH4IeCKHe pe(hOpMBI ¥ TPUCOSTIHEHIE
K €BpOaTIAHTUYECKMM MHCTUTYTaM C CaMOH
0OJIBIIION BEPOSITHOCTBIO, €CTh TE JKE TPaXkKJaHe,
KOTOpBIC C BEPOATHOCTBIO OCTAIOTCSA JIOMa B

JICHb BEIOOPOB.

HCHBIO KaMIIaHUH OBLIO HOﬁy}II/ITL MOJIOABIX
Jiofieli  (0c00eHHO roJIOCylIMX —BIEpPBbIE
U BO BTOpble) INPHHATH Y4YacTHe Ha
napJjaMeHTCKuX BbiGopax B 2002 rony.

Henesass rpymma — COTPYIHHYECBTO C
opraHamMu, U3y4arolmuMun 06H_ICCTBCHHOC MCHUE
UIrpajio BAXXHYIO pOJIb U1 TOr'O, 4TOOBI IIOHSATH
aTTUTIO " HOTpe6HOCTb HeJ’IeBOfI TpyHnIbl.

B pesynsrare auckyccuil, NpOBENEHHBIX C

yuyactueM 7600 rosocyroIUX BHEpBBIE, U

TEMaTHUYECKUX OIPOCOB CPEAU TOJIOCYLIUX
BIIEPBbIE U BO BTOpBIE IOKA3AJIOCH «KYTKOE
HacTpoeHUey. OHU OTBETHJIM Ha CICAYIOLLUC
BOIIPOCBL

KacaeTtbcs-mn TeOsi Tak Ha3WBAEMOE «ILJIOXOC
HacTpoeHue»? DOTO eCThb WUIIO3MEH wiu
JIEUCTBUTCIIBHOCTHIO? Dcim  eTo €CTh
JIEHCTBUTEIIEHOCTEIO, YeM TO OOSICHSICTCSI?
3aHUMAaeIbCS-TU € TMOJUTUKOM JI0CTaTOUHO
JUISL TOTO, 9TOOBI THI MOT(JIa) OOSICHUTE, UTO HE
HPAaBHUTCS (4TO IPUIHHSCT IIOXOE HACTPOCHUE)
Y €CTh JIK 3200THI, periaeMple noutiukaMu? Kro
BJIHSICT HA TBOC MHEHHE O TIOJINTHKE (PKEIIAHUC
00 ydYacTUM B TOJIOCOBAHUH, MOJUTHYCCKUC
npedepeniun, w.T.a.)? Kak Tel mpuHHMacHIb
pewenne? Yto Thl Jymaellb, Halle YIEHCTBO
B EC MOXeT 3aBHUCHCTH OT 3THUX BBIOOPOB?
Hackonbko BakHO AJisi T€OST IPUCOCAUHHUTHCS
k EC? Ecrp 1M pasroBopbl O IMOIUTUKE U
BBIOOpax cpenu TBoUX 3HaKomux? YTo ecTh
TBOUMHY TPHYMHAMH YYaCTHUSI WM HEydYacTHs
Ha BbIOOpax)?

I'naBHOe coo0menue kamnanny: Munnuarusa
«JTO MMeeT 3HaUYCHHUE IS Hac» ObLIa co3aHa
C Ienbl0  TOOYXKACHUS pa304apOBaHHBIX,
COMHEBAIOIINXCS 1 HEPEITHTEIIBHBIX MOJIOIBIX
n30upareneil Kk yaacTuro Ha Beibopax. Ha3sanme
9TOH WHMIMATHBBEI JTO MMEET 3HAYCHHE IS
Hac- MBI HE €CTh PaBHOIYNIHBIMH OTpPa)kaeT
TIOJIOXKUTEIIBHYIO OTBETY Ha BBI30B BCEOOIIETO
pa3odapoBaHUs B IIOJIUTHKE, ¥ TAK)Ke Ha oOIee
MHEHHE O TOM, YTO HEeT HUKAKOT'0 3HAUESHHSI TOTO,
KaKue MapTHH OyayT y BIAcTH B Oy TyIeeM.
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Media Campaign
The start of the campaign at press event was

supported by printed advertisements in the
daily newspapers. Simultaneously campaign
leaders helped to instigate a wide public dis-
course on the issue “to vote or not to vote”
in nation-wide media. The first TV spot,
‘Thumb’ appeared under the motto ‘If we
want to live well, we must do something for
it’, combined with a thumb raised as a sym-
bol of success making its imprint into the It
matters to us logo. In the weeks preceding the
elections a large media campaign consisted of
18 TV spots featuring various personalities
- from young hip-hop band, animated film
maker nominated for the student Oscar, ice-
hockey world champion, to the renown writer
Vilikovsky, or the 86-year old world-famous
historian, Zamarovsky.

Concert _Tour

Fifteen concerts were held in the main squares
of cities throughout Slovakia. The message
delivered to the audiences, was ‘It matters to
those of us, who came here and prepared this
show’. We hope it will matter to you on E-day
too. The concerts featured popular artists and
young bands. Before and during the concerts
information stands were staffed with activ-
ists handing out information leaflets, T-shirts
and stickers, and collecting fingerprints on the
petition sheets. While the bands were play-
ing, TV spots ran on a large projection screen
above.
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Activists Groundwork

Building on Civic Eye network of volunteers,
this initiative was particularly succesful in
bringing large numbers of active young people
to support and publicize this campaign. Activ-
ists adopted a face-to-face approach, meeting
voters at cultural and sport events. During a 4-
month period the initiative became one of the
largest NGO efforts in Slovakia. Just having
so many activists in the streets, passing out
materials and discussing directly with citizens
the importance of voting, became a source of
motivation for many voters.

Personailties and Signatories

The first to sign the petition were well-known
personalities from cultural and social life and
NGO activists. Throughout the campaign ac-
tivists gathered more than 15,000 fingerprints
— among them, for example, the fingerprint of
the World Ice-Hockey Champion Miroslav Sa-
tan and many local personalities.

Campaign Materials

The emotional aspect of the campaign was
supported by image-building materials: stick-
ers, T-shirts, boomerang cards and leaflets
with the campaign logo and three successive
dates (the September parliamentary elections,
the November NATO summit and the Decem-
ber EU summit). The initiative disseminated
leaflets ‘Myths and facts about the elections’,
which contained rational arguments summa-
rized as follows:

* By not voting, we let others chose for us.
Thus, our vote may strengthen those parties
for whom we would never vote.

* Although there are no ideal political parties,
it is always possible to choose one that repre-
sents us better than the others.

* Moreover, these clections are extremely
important — because we are really deciding
whether we will have the opportunity to join
the EU and NATO.

Qutcome and Impact

The campaign addressed the target group in
a comprehensive and professional manner. It
delivered rational arguments on the impor-
tance of the elections and Slovakia’s accession
to the EU and NATO, but also had a strong
emotional impact through the personal ex-
amples of well-known people. Thousands of
citizens were approached directly by activ-
ists and marked their fingerprints under the
appeal. According to opinion surveys half of
the electorate noticed the campaign. Voter
turnout reached 70%, still relatively high
compared with Czech Republic (58%) and Po-
land (46%). Turnout of first-time voters was
estimated at 70% reaching the average for all
other age groups in society. The campaign It
MATTERS TO US received award as the Best
Campaign in Slovakia in 2002.



[nannpoBanne  cTpaTern  KaMIAHWUM,
JelcBTHIl 1 METO/I0B:

CaMbIM 5(Q(HEeKTUBHBIM CPEIICTBOM OOpaIICHNUS
K LIETIEBOU IPyTIIIe MOJKHO CUNTATh PHBEICHIEC
JUYHBIX ~ TIPUMEPOB  JIFONCH,  KENIAFOLIHX
roJIOCOBaTh HE TOJNBKO C IIENBI0 W30paHus
OIPEICNIEHHOM ApTHH, a C TENIBI0 BIUSHHS Ha
cBo€ Oymyiee, 1 Ha Oyaymiee cBOCi CTpaHbL.
Mpbl 1noCTaBUIM CIEOYIOWIMH BOIPOC: «A
TBI Oe3pa3IMyreM OTHOCHINBCS K Pa3BUTHIO
CTpaHbI T0ciIe BBIOOPOB?Y. Kax bl 4esoBek,
OTBEYAIONIMH HA 3TOT BOIPOC  «HET»,
pelIMII TPUHSTH yYacTHE B TOJOCOBAaHHH.
Hama TICTUTLIHS oTpaxkaa YyBCTBA
IOKOJICHUSI CTYIEHTOB, KOTOpbIC CICAUIU 3a
JIEMOKpaTHYeCKUMU U3MeHeHussMu B 1989. Jlis
TOT0, YTOOBI CTOPOHHHUKH ITOKA3aJIM CBOSITIHOE
00513aTeNILCTBO M COACHCTBOBAJIM KaMITaHUH,
OHHU TIOCTABWJIA CBOW OTIIEYATOK IAJIBICB H
TIOJIITHCH Ha e TUIHI0. OTIIEYATOK ITAJIBIIEB CTaIl
CHMBOJIOM WHUIIUATHIB. [IephIBMHE MO ACPKAITH
HAIlly WHUIHATHBY U3BECTHBIC MOJIOJbIC JIAIA
KyJIBTYPHOU M OOIICCTBEHHOH XKHU3HH, U CPEIU
HUX OBLIH MOJIOIbIC PyKOBOAUTEH bapxaTHoii

pesomonuu 1989 rona.

Kamnanus 8 CMHA

O mHavajme KaMmaHWM OOSBHIM Ha IIpecc-
KOH(EpEeHIMSAX M B COOOMICHUSX €KETHEBHIX
KypHanoB. OIHOBPEMMEHO PYyKOBOIHTEIH
MHHIIPOBAJIHN ITyOnnaHyIo auckyccuio B CMU
0 IpOOIIeMe «TOoJIOCOBATH MIIH HE TOJIOCOBATHY.
«bonpmmon  manem»

Ilepas Ttenepeknama

OblJa CBsA3aHA C HALIUM JIEBU30M:  «OCIn
Mbl XOTHUM JKHUTb XOPOLIO, TO Mbl U JOJIKHBI
nercTBoBaThy. OTneuaTok OOJIBIIOrO Tajma
crajia 4acThi0 CHMBOJIA «DTO MMEET 3HAUCHHE

st Hacy. B pamke kammaHuM, IpoBeAEHHOM

B CMU mnepex BbiOOpamu IoOKasbiBaim 18

TCICPCKIaM C Yy4aCTUEM pPa3HbIX H3BCCTHBIX

Jml, KaK  MY3bIKaHTOB, KI/IHOMaTOI‘pa(l)a,

NpeACTaBJICHHHOI'O B HOMHHaIIUH Ha
«CTYACHYCCKYIO IPEMUIO OCKap)), YCMITHOHA
MHpa 1[I0 XOKKEH, 3HAMCHUTOI'O IHCATCIA
BI/HII/IKOBCKOFO, W W3BECTHOTO BO BCEM Mupe

HUCTOPHKA, 86-IETHEr0 3aMapOBCKOro.

KonueprHoe Typue

[IaTHAMIATh KOHIEPTOB  COCTOSIIMCH  HA
IJIaBHBIX IUTomansax ropoxoB CrnoBakwmn. Ha
KOHIIEPTAaX MBI CKa3aJdM MyOIHKy, 4To «ITO
HMeeT 3Ha4eHHUe JUIs HaC BCEX, KTO MPHIIEN 1
OpraHU30BaJl STOT CIIEKTaKJIb. MBI HaeneeMcst
Ha TO, YTO JICHb BEIOOPOB TOXKE HMEET 3HAUCHHE
it tebal». Ha xoHmeprax — BeICTyHanmn
H3BECTHBIC apTHCTBI M MOJIOJBIC AHCAMOJIBL
Iepen n 3a KOHIIEpTaM aKTHBHUCTHI pa3/aBain
WH(OPMAIOHHBIE  JINCTOBKU,  (DyTOONBKH,
HaKJICHKH, ¥ OHHM COOpAJIM OTIICUAaTKH MaJIbIEB

Ha I[CTUIUIO.

AKTHBHCTBI

Bnaro;:[apﬂ IIO6p0BOIIBL[aM opraHmusaluu

«Obcianske oko» kammanus ObLia OCOOCHHO
YCIEIIHOM, TIOCKOJIBKY MHOTO — aKTHBHBIX
MOJIOJBIX JIFOJICH BKJIFOUMIINCh B KaMIIAHHIO,
TOJIICPIKAITH i MIPOTIaraH I POBAITH

e€. AKTHBUCTBI JIHYHO BCTPCTUIIUCHL  C

I/I36I/IpaTeJI$IMI/I Ha KYJbTYPHBIX U CHOPTHUBHBIX
MEPOIpUATUAX, U B

TCYCHUU  YCTBIP Ex

MECALECB KaMITaHWH, HaIla HHHUIIMaTUBa

cTaja  camoil  OOMNBIIOH,  NpOBENEHHOI

HEIIPAaBUTEIbCBTCHHBIMU OpraHu3alusIMu
CrnoBakuu. MBITIOOY K 1aJTi MHOTO H30Mpareneit
roJIOCOBATh TEM, YTO HAIIIM AKTHBUCTBI Pa3aliil
MaTepuaibl, I[POBEIM HPSAMBIE JUCKYCCUH
C TpaxJaHaMd O BaXKHOCTU Y4YacTHUsi B

T'OJIOCOBAHHWH.

HUzeecmuvie JUYHOCmU u noonucasuiue

CMOPOHbL
V3BecTHBIE INIA KyJIBTYPHOH 1 00IIECTBEHHOM
skn3HU, aktuBucThl HITO noanucanu nepBbIMu
HaIly MeTUIHUI0. AKTUBUCTBI  KaMIIaHUU
cobpamu Oompeiie yem 15, 000 oTtmedarok
najbleB, W OTIEYaTKH MajbleB Mupociasa
Carana, 4YeMIMOHa MHpa 10 XOKKE0 H
W3BECTHBIX MECTHBIX JIULL.

Mamepuanvt kamnanuu.:

Marepuanbl, paccuMTaHHbBIE Ha CO3/1aHUE
AMH/DKAa OBLIM HCIIOJI30BaHbl B OTHOIICHHH
HaKJICHKH,

OMOIIMOHAJIbHBIX ACIICKTOB!

(yTOONBKY,  OTKPBITKH,  JIUCTOBKH  C
CHMBOJILOM KaMITaHHU U C TPEMsI OUepeTHBIMU
JataMu (MapIaMeHTCKUE BBIOOPHI B CEHTSIOpE,
coBemanus B Bepxax HATO (mosiopt) u EC
(nexabpsp)). B xome kaMmaHuy pacpoCTpaHmIH
TUCTOBKH «Mu¢pu u (akTel 0 BEIOOpax», B
KOTOPBIX OBLIM TIEPEUYHCIICHBI CISAYIONIHe
PpaIFOHAIBHBIC apTyMEHTHL:

e Ecmu mvl He eonocyem, mo  opyeue
uzbuparom ececmo Hac. Taxum obpazom
MblOnazonpusmcmeyem —mem NnapmusM, 3d
KOMOopble Mbl HUKOOA He 2010C08AIU Obl

* Oonaxo udeanvHvlx napmuil Hem, 6ce20d
MOJICHOHAUMUMAKUE, KOMOPbLENPEOCMABNAION
HaWiu uHMepecwyl ayuuie, yem opyaue.

* Kpome smoeo, smu 86100pbi ecimb upe38uliaiiHo
BADICHLIMU, NOMOMY UIMO Mbl 0eUCMEUMenbHO
pewaem omom, 6YOemM-nuumMenb 603MONCHOCHIb

npucoedunumuvcs k EC u HATO.

Pesyabrarsl

Kammanust u oOpalieHre K LENeBOW TpyIie
MIPOM3OLIIN MPO(ECCHOHATbHBIM TyTEM. B
paMKe KaMIIaHWW BBIJIBUTAJIUCH apryMEHThI B
3alIATY BAKHOCTH BHIOOPOB U IIPHCOCTUHCHHS
CrmoBakun k HATO u EC, a MBI Takxke
OKa3bIBaJIM SMOIMOHAJILHOE BIIUSIHUE ITPUBOJIS
JINYHBIE TIPUMEPbI U3BECTHBIX JItONIeH. Thicsauun
AKTHBHUCTOB OOpATHIINCh HEIOCPEACTBCHHO
K TpaXJaHM U B3sUIM OTIHEYAaTKU IaJIbLEB
Ha nerunuio. COMIACHO OIpOCy IIOJIOBHHA
n3dupareneii  oOpaTwia  BHUMaHHE  Ha
KaMIIaHUIO W sIBKa W30Mparesiell cocTaBHiia
70 %, KoTOpast €CTb PENATUBHO BBICOKOHU IO
cpaBaeHuto ¢ Yexwueit (58%) u [Tomnprueii (46%).
[Ipennonaremasi siBKa TOJIOCYIOLIMX BIIEPBbIC
nocrurana 70 %, To ecTb cpeHel CTOMMOCTH
Bcex u3bmpareneil. Kammanum «9to mmeer
3HAUCHME IS HAc» IPUCYAWIM Harpamy 3a
«JIyumyro xamnanuto B CioBakum» B 2002

rouy.
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John David Babyack Hernandez, President of Federation of Student
Associations of the Region of Murcia” (FEMAE)

Encouraging youth participation in Spain

Among the purposes
of the Federation of
Student Associations
of the Region of Mur-
cia. FEMAE there is
one that we consider
fundamental and that
is basic in our daily
work: Stimulate the

student participation
of the young students, and it is closely joined to
the participation of them in the democratic pro-

cesses of the society.

When we are talking about the implication and
participation of the youth in the society, we can-
not limit ourselves to ask them only to take part,
it is necessary to offer them a series of resources
to facilitate this participation. When we speak
about resources we refer to economically, mate-
rially and especially legal resources.

In Spain the participation of the society is guid-
ed by all types of associations. Because of the
immense variety of the associations that exist
(youth, student, scout, religious, sporting, etc.),
there is also a grand variety of laws that rule each
type of association.

FEMAE is a Federation of Student Associations
and we work in and with the student participa-
tion and if you realise that in the Spanish edu-
cation system the basic education is obligatory
until the students are 16 years old, we can affirm
that it is very easy for us to reach our “target”,
because all of them are in the High Schools.

Student participation

The student participation is provided by the
Statutory law of 8/1985 on the Right of Educa-
tion, where the creation and functioning of the
Associations of Students and the participation
of the students in the schools are regulated, al-
though it has been modified by posterior educa-
tion laws.

In the high schools the students can participate
by many ways, permitting them to choose the
way they want to, if they want to take part. Be-
low you can find the different ways to participate
in the school system:
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« Class Representatives:

In each class there is an elected person who
represents the students of the class. The Class
Representatives meet in the school assembly,
where all of them expose the problems and they
also propose to the high school to solve those
problems.

* School Councillor:

The supreme organ of a high school is the
Schools Councils, where all the branches of
the School Community are represented. Each
branch elects their representatives for a 4 years
term. The students normally elect 4 members.
Within the elections of the School Council of a
high school, we can find the election of the Prin-
cipal of the school, who has to make and approve
all those matters that have a special importance
for the school.

There are also Regional School Councils and the
School Council of Spain, who have the respon-
sibility to elaborate dictums and information
of all the initiatives in terms of education laws.
These dictums and information are only infor-
mative because the government does not have to
do accept what they say.

* Student Associations:

As a difference of the two forms exposed before,
the Student Associations do not depend on the
government because they are completely auton-
omous and independent, with a full capacity to
work as they like and they can realize the activi-
ties they want.

The goals of the Student Associations are aimed
to stand and represent all the students of the
school, participate in the solving of conflicts and
make the voice of the students hear where it is
necessary

Normally, the Student Associations work in a lo-
cal level, working with the students of their town
and with their local government. If we want to
work in a higher level we have to join and cre-
ate a Federation (Regional level) and those can
create a Confederation (National level). This is
the best example of real participation of young
students, who make their own decisions, debat-
ing with other students of all around their town,
region, and country or the European Union.

The participation of the students in the Student
Associations probably is the first example of
“taking the floor in democracy” where the stu-

dents participate because, as exposed before, it
is where they make their own decisions, design
and execute their own activities, they have to
find the necessary financial support both for the
activities and the daily work of the Association,
and they also elect democratically their repre-
sentatives and the members of the board of the
organisation.

The chain of control in the organizations that the
youth know is, as we call in Spain, the “pyrami-
dal structure “ where there is a head that gives
the orders and the persons who are below obey
and execute the instructions. With this structure,
the youth will never believe that there voice is
heard.

In FEMAE we use the “reversed pyramid”
where the base are the students who make the
decisions in the Association, those Associations
make the decisions in the Federation, and the
Federations make the decisions of the Confed-
eration. With this structure we obtain:

1. All the participants of the organization are
Students endorsed by Students, without the in-
tervention of anybody out of the organization.
2. The decisions are made in a democratic form
with the participation of all those persons that
want to take part.

3. The opinion of the students always will worth
more then that of the presidency of the Confed-
eration.

4. They all feel represented because there opin-
ions go to the highest level and the decisions are
made democratically.
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The “reversed pyramid” is the beginning of the
implication of the young students in society,
forming a part of the citizenship. While the theo-
ries of the participation remain very well written
in the paper, the practice is more than neces-
sary where the youth can see that they can make
there own decisions, their voice not only will be
heard: there opinion will be listened and taken in
consideration because it is indispensable in the
decision-making.



Jaxon lasun badnak Epnannes, Ilpeacenarens ®@enepanun
cTyieHYecKkHnx acconnanuii peruona Mypcus (PCAPM)

IHoompenue yuactusi MoJ10oAbIX u30uparesed B Ucnanuu

Opna u3 ueneit denepanuu cTyIeHYECKUX
acconuanuii peruona Mypcust (PCAPM),
SIBJISTFOIIASICS. (DYHIAMEHTAJIBHOM JITS HAC

U JIaroliasi OCHOBY Hallleil MOBCETHEBHOM
PpaboThI- 3TO MOOMIPEHUE YIACTHS MOJOABIX
CTYICHTOB. DTO CHJIBHO CBSI3aHO C yU4aCTHEM
MOJIOAEKHU B IEMOKPATHYECKUX MPOIIECCax
o0mecTBa.
C  uedpl0  BOBJICUCHHS  MOJOASKH B
OOIIECTBCHHBIC IPONECCHl, W IOOUIPCHUS
WX y4acTHsi HEOOXOIHMMO Ipeaiararhb
pasHbIE pecCypcHl,

yuactue. Ilog pecypcamu Mbl HOHHMaeM

NOAACPIKUBAIOIIUE UX

9KOHOMHYECKHE, MaTepHaIbHBIC H OCOOCHHO
FOPUANYECKHIE PECYPCBI.

VYyactie B OOLICCTBEHHBIX Mpoleccax
POUCXOAUT B VICMaHUM O] PYKOBOACTBOM
pasHbIX accouuanui.
CYIIECTBYIOT
(MOJIOAEXKHBIE, CTYACHUECKUE, PEITUTHO3HBIE,
U.T.JI.),
pazHOoOOpasue

ITockonbky
pasiIMYHBIE  ACCOIMALUU
CIIOPTUBHEIE, HMPUMCHSIOTCS
n  Oonbmioe 3aKOHOB,

PYKOBOAAIIHUE ACATCIBHOCTBIO acCoIuaIui.

DOCAPM
CTYIEHYECKHX aCCOLMALNM, 3aHUMAaIOIIEeHCs

SIBJISICTCS Denepanueit
BOIIpOCAMHU y4dacTHsi CTyAeHTOB. CorjacHo

o0pa3oBaTelbHON CHCTEMBI Hcnanuu,
CTyJICHTaM 0O0s3aHBl THOJYYHTH OCHOBHOE
oOpa3oBaHUe 10 IOCTHIKEHUs 16 IeTHEro
BO3pacTa, U IIOCKOJBKY WYJICHBI LEJIEBOH
rpynnsl @CAPM yuarcs B CpeAHUX LIKOJIAX,

OHa MOJKET JICT'KO BCTYIIUTL B CBA3bL C HUMMU.

Yuactue cTyaeHTOB

YuacTue CTyAeHTOB PeryIHpyeTCs OCHOBHBIM
3akoHoM 8/1985 o IlpaBe Ha oOpa3oBaHue,
peryIupyIOmUii BONPOCH CO3MaHUS U PA0OTHI
accoIManui CTYJCHTOB, M TAK)XXE y4acTHs
CTYJICHTOB B IIKOJIBHBIX JeTax. B 9ToT 3akoH
ObUIM BHECCHBI IONPABKH IOCIEAYIOINMHI
IOPUIMYECKUMH JOKYMEHTAMH KacaTelIbHO
o0Opa3oBaHUsI.

CTyAeHTBl MOTYT MpPHHATH Yy4yacTHE B
JKU3HU CPENHMX MIKOJI B PasHBIX (opMax,
paspemraeMbIX BEIOpaTh JkelaeMylo (opmy
(hopmbl
IIKOJIEHOH CHCTEMBI CIEYIOMIHE:

ydacTus. Paznbie y4dyactusas B

e [IpeacTaBuTe/ 1M KJIACCOB:

Kaxxnprit kiacc uMeer cBoero M30paHHOTO
CTylleHTa, IPEICTAaBIIAIOIICIO HHTEPEChl
CTYyIIEHTOB Kiacca. IIpencraBuTeny KiaccoB
BCTpEUAIOTCs HA IIKOJBHBIX COOpaHUsX, B
X0Jle KOTOPBIX OHH OOBSCHSIOT IPOOIEMBI
U BBICTYNAIOT C IPEJIOKCHUSAMU PELICHUS

pooIeM.

* YjieHbI MIKOJHLHOI0 COBETA:

BeicurM  opraHoM  CpemHHMX  IIKOI
siBistoTest 1IIKONIBHBIE COBETHI, B KOTOPBIX
NIPEJCTABICHEl BCE OT/CICHUS IIKOJBHOTO
coobmecTBa. Kaxmoe ornenenue u3bupaer

CBOUX HpeHCTaBI/ITeHeﬁ Ha CpOK 4 roaa,

CTYIHEeHTHl u30MpaloT 1o mpaBmwiam 4
npencraButeneil. B pamkax  BeIOGopoB
B IIKOJBHBIC COBETHl CPEJHUX  MIKOJI

H30UpacTCs U «IUPEKTOPY LIKOIBI, KOTOPBIH
JIOJKEH OIPENICITUTh BOIIPOCHI, SIBIISTFOIIUACCS
CaMBIMH BaKHBIMU JUIS ITKOJTBL. CyIIECTBYIOT
Tak)ke ¥ PeruoHasibHbIC MIKOJIbHBIE COBETHI
u HIkonpHbll coBer Mcmanuu, KoTOpble
OTBEYAIOT 32 MMOJATOTOBJIICHUE OPHUITHAIBHBIX
3asBICHUI U TTPUOOpETCHHE MHPOPMAIHE 000
BCEX WHUIMATHBAX B IUIAHE FOPHIMYCCKUX
JIOKYMEHTOB 00OpazoBanus. OQuiuaibHbIC
3asBICHHUS UMCIOT CKOpee MH(POPMAaTHUBHBII
XapakTep, IOCKOJbKY IPaBUTENBCTBO HE
JIOJKHO MIPUHUMATh UX CONICPIKAHUE.

* ACCOLMAIIUM CTY/IEHTOB:

B omimume oT ABYX BBINICYHOMSHYTBIX
(dopM ydacTHsi, acCOIMAlMK CTYICHTOB HE
3aBHCST OT IIPABUTEICHTBA, OHU MOIHOCTEIO
AaBTOHOMHBIC M He3aBUcHMBIE. OHH MOTYT
OCYIIECTBISATE Ty JESATEIBHOCTH, KOTOPYIO
xkenaroT. CTyJeHYecKHe acCOIHAny UMEIOT
CBOGHl IEeNbl0 IPEACTABIATh HHTEPECH
CTYZEHTOB IIIKOJ, CIIOCOOCTBOBATH PEIICHHIO
KOH(IMKTOB ¥ IOAATh TOJOC CTYAEHTOB
TaMm, rae HyxkHO. OOBIYHO CTyJEHUYECKHE
acCOIMaIUy JEHCTBYIOT HA MECTHOM yPOBHE
CO CTYJICHTAaMH CBOMX I'OPOJIOB U TaKXkKe CO
CBOMMH MECTHBIMH yIpaBlIeHHSIMH. Eciun
MBI XOTHM IIOIHSTH CBOIO JEATEIBHOCTH
Ha Oojee BBICOKHMH YPOBEHb, MBI JOJIKHBI
COCIMHUTBECS C JPYTHMH aCCOIMAIUSMU
n co3nats @emepannio (permoHaIBLHBIN
YPOBEHB), UMEIOIIYI0 BO3MOXXHOCTH CO3/aTh
Kongenepamnurio (HalMoOHAIBHBII yPOBEHB).
Oto

TOCITYKUT JIy4IInum

NIpUMEPOM

HACTOSIIIETO yYacTHsl CTYJICHTOB, KOTOpBIC
caMH TPUHUMAIOT pPEMIeHUs,  IIPOBOIST
JIUCKYCCHU C APYTUMH CTYJICHTAaMH CBOETO
ropojia, peruoHa, CBOSH CTPaHBl U TAKXKe U3
Esponeiickoro Coro3za.

BeposiTHO, YTO ydYacTHE CTYJCHTOB B
Acconmanuu CTy[EHTOB SIBJISETCSI NEPBBIM
MIPUMEPOM «B3STHUSI CIIOBA B JEMOKPATHN,
T7ie CTYAGHTH IPUHHMAIOT CBOM PCIICHHS,
OHH JOJDKHBI INIAHUPOBATH U OCYIIECTBISATH
CBOIO  JEATENBHOCTb, UM  IIPUXOIHUTCS
HaXOAHUTH HEOOXOAMMBIE ICHEKHBIE CPEICTBA
JUISL TIOBCEIHEBHOW paboTBl M JeifcTBUs
acconuanuu. CTyIeHTHl  JIEMOKPAaTHIHO
N30MParOT CBOMX IIPEJICTABUTEINICH U WICHOB

COBCTa OpI‘aHPISaIIPIfI.

OObruHast cucTeMa KOHTPOJISI OpraHM3anni,
U3BECTHAs JUIsl MOJIOAEKU Has3blBacTCs B
CTPYKTYPOM».
[Tockonbky B 3TOH cUCTEME PYKOBOLUTEINb

Hcnanuu  «nupaMugHOR

I[aéT pacrnopskeHus, a MMOAYMHEHHBIC

CO6HIOI[8.}OT U BBIITOJIHAIOT €0 UHCTPYKIUH,

MOJOAEK HUKOLAa HE IOBEPUT, YTO
[IPUCIYIIUBAOTCS K €€ roJocy.
B ®CAPM 1npumeHsercs CTpyKTypa

«IIepeBEepHYTON MUPaMUIBI», 02301 KOTOPO

SIBJIISIFOTCA CTYJACHTBI, HNpUHUMAIOIIUC

pemIeHnsT B accOUWanMh. ACCOIHUAIHU
Y4acTBYIOT B
ypoBHe denepanud, a perepanuy Ha ypoBHE
KOH(eiepaIum.

DTa cucTeMa rapaHTHpyeT clleAylolee:

NPUHATAN pEIICHWH Ha

1. Bee Y4YaCTHUKU OpraHu3aliuu sABJISAIOTCA
CTyACHTaMHn u NOAACPIKUBAKOTCA
CTyACHTaMHU, 0e3 BMeIIaTeIbCTBa JIFOOOTO

Jinla BHE OprHan3alnuu.

2. Pemenust NPpUHUMAIOTCA J€EMOKPATUYHO, C
Yy4aCTUEM BCEX JKCJIAMUX YHaCTBOBATh.

3. Muenue CAYTCHTOB BCCIrla BA)KHEE MHCHU I
npeacenareibCcTea KOH(l)eZ[epaIH/II/I.

4. OHH BCE UMEKOT npeaCcTaBUTECIbLCTBO,
IIOTOMY 4YTO HMX MHCHHUC YYUTHUBACTCA Ha
BBICHIEM YPOBHC U PCHICHUS NPUHUMANOTCA
JACMOKpPAaTU4IHO.
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Education for the citizenship
When the democracy was restored in Spain,

more than 25 years ago, the youth was seen as a
stage of transition to the adult life, where we had
to learn to be responsible adults, to find a job, to
get married and to have children. Due to it, the
voice of the youth was not considered to be im-
portant, there were no specific plans of the youth
and it was not considered to stimulate the youth
to take part in the state affairs.

It was so until the 80s when the concept of
“youth” was changed, the idea of youth being
only a period of life that serves to become an
adult turned a new concept where youth is a
very important stage in the life of every person,
where we learn to assimilate our place in the so-
ciety, learn that we are not only receivers but also
as speakers in the design of policies for youth.
We must never forget that we, the youth, are a
resource and not a problem, we share the present
and have the future in our hands.

But when it was wanted to take care of the neces-
sities of the young citizens, it was already too late
because these efforts were without the aid and
attention of the administration during decades
and whenever young people wanted to partici-
pate they faced a wall of adults who did not
want to yield the relief to another generation.
Nowadays we continued dragging the problem
of the little interest of the young people in par-
ticipating in the organized society. Many Asso-
ciations, including unions, political parties and
NGOs, have a deficit of young people in their
organizations and it causes that there is no pos-
sibility of renewing the control points of these
organizations, and there are only adults.
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FEMAE we considered that it is necessary to

open a debate in the society on this question,
to analyze the reasons and to design actions to
increase the participation of youth in the orga-
nized society. A form to increase young people’s
presence in organizations would be to establish
a quota of young people in the decision-making
organs.

Due to the lack of the participation of young
people and their ignorance of how to be able to
participate in the society, a new draft amend-
ment to the statutory law of Education called
Education for the Citizenship is in parliamentary
debate..

This amendment expresses the importance of
the preparation of the pupils for the exercise of
the citizenship and the participation on the eco-
nomic, social and cultural life, with critical and
responsible attitude, where they learn the values
of the Spanish Constitution, the international
agreements and the human rights.

Promotion of the participation

of the young people

The law in force does not permit the Govern-
ment to make campaigns that animate the citi-
zens to vote, but the Councils of Youth can do it
because they are independent organisms of the
administration.

The Spanish Youth Council, thanks of the col-
laboration of the Ministry of the Interior, made
two campaigns to help the young people in the
elections: “DemocraciaJoven.org” (“Young De-
mocracy”, for all the electoral processes), and
Referendum Plus (“Referendum Extra”, specific
for the Referendum of the Treaty establishing a
Constitution for Europe). These campaigns have
animated the young people to inquire the time
of voting, to know how the electoral system in
Spain works and offered all that extra informa-
tion they need to exercise there right to vote with
all the guarantees and without doubts.

The campaigns always included the edition of
a Web Page (www.democraciajoven.org and
www.referendumplus.org) where you could
find answers of your questions responded by
an expert on democratic processes, elections
and policies, for example how to vote, how to
request and vote by mail, how to vote if you are
abroad, you could find the Electoral Programs
of all the parties, a forum, chat, data on the elec-
tions, history, etc. In addition, also stickers were
published, pamphlets, posters and other adver-

tising material.

In the case of Referendum Extra, all type of in-
formation was hanged on the Web about the Eu-
ropean Constitution. But the importance of this
campaign was that we made thousands of power
drink cans, call Referendum Plus (to the style
“Red Bull” or “Burn”) with the aim “We had to
do something to make you vote”, that they were
distributed in all the rooms of cinemas of Spain.
Also teams of young people of “Referendum
Plus” were organised (perfectly uniformed),
who were in charge to distribute the pamphlets
and the cans in those places where the young
people were .

The campaign was presented to the mass media,
like all the campaigns of the CJE, but Referen-
dum Plus also arrived to all the Spanish Deputies
and Senators and to the Members of the Euro-
pean Parliament representing Spain.

Of course, drinking this power drink did not
make us vote, but with the campaign and the
Web site it was promoted and we obtained that
we, the young people, are also a very important
and fundamental part in the democratic pro-
cesses.

Unfortunately, initiatives like these are not very
frequent, and the youth does not find always im-
partial help at the time of wanting to exert there
right to the vote. It is extremely necessary for us,
the young people, to find a easy form and dy-
namic information easy to understand that ori-
ents us, that solves our doubts and we can see,
since we have said before, that we are more than

necessary in the democracy.
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C oT0fl  «IepeBepHYTOH  HMUpaMHUAB)
HAYMHAETCSl BOBJICYCHHE MOJIOABI CTYICHTOB
B Jejla OOlecTBa M B YaCTHOCTH TaKKe
(dopmupoBaHue rpaxaancTsa. Hecmorps Ha
TO, YTO TEOPHUS Y4acTHsl OCTAETCsl Ba)KHOW,
nmpaktuka Ooiee  HeoOXoouMa, YTOOBI
MOJIOAEKb MOTJa HPHHITH CBOM PCHICHHS,
4TOOBl HE TOJIBKO MPHUCIYIIHBAIHCh K €
rojiocy, HO W IPUHHMAaId BO BHHMaHUE ¢
MHEHHE, BeJb BCE OTO HEOTHEMJIEMO OT

MIPUHSATHUS PEIICHUH.

O0y4eHue rpa;kJaHCcTBy

Bo Bpemsi BOCCTAaHOBICHHS JEMOKPATHH
B Hcmamum 25 ner Haszam, Ha MOJIOAEKD
CMOTpENIH KaK Ha CTYICHBKY Iepexoia
BO B3pOCIYIO JKM3Hb, KOIJa OHA JIOJIKHA
OblJla YCBOWTH HAaBBIKM, HEOOXOMHMMEBIC IS
OTBETCTBEHHBIX B3pPOCIBIX, H TAKXKE HAWTH
pabodee MecTO, KEHUTBHCS, UMETh JCTCH.
[TosToMy TOIOC MOJIONEKH HE OBLIT BaKHBIM,
He OBLIO CHENHWANBHBIX WPOrpaMM IS
MOJIOJIBIX JIIOJIEH U OTCYTCBOBAJIO OOIIPEHHE
MOJIOEKH K YUACTHIO B JIeJIaX rocyapcTana.
OO6ree MOJIOEKU
u3MeHIIOCh B 1980-bIX romax: MOJIOAOCTH

npeacTaBJICHUC &)

cypTaNiach OOJIbIIE HE TOJBKO YKH3HEHHBIM

IIEpUoOI0oM, InoMorarmum CTaHOBJICHHUIO

B3POCIJIBIM, a crajia O4YCHb Ba’XHBIM

MIEPUOJIOM, B XOIE KOTOPOI'O0 MOJOJbIC
MIPUCIIOCA0IMBAIOTCS K OKpIKaloLIel cpere,
W ydaTcs, HE TOJBKO MNPUHUMATh, HO H
IJIAHUPOBATh MOJIOAEKHYIO TOTHTHKY. MBI
JIOJDKHBI BCErJia IMOMHHUTH, YTO MOJIOJOCTh
9TO MPEUMYILIECTBO, a HE MPoOIeMa, YTO MBI
SIBJISIEMCSI YACTBHIO HACTOSIIECTO U Oyaymiee B
Hammx pykax. OHaKo, KorJa He00X0IMMOCTh
3a00TBl O MOJIONBIX Tpa)kAaHax CTalo
OUEBUTHOIT, OBLIIO yKE TO3/THO, BEIb B TCUCHIH
NECATWICTHH PYKOBOJACTBO HE  YIEISIIO
BHUMaHUs 3TOH HeobOxommmoctu. Korma
MOJIOBIC JIFOJM 3aXOTENId MPHUHSITH Y4acTHE
B OOIIECTBEHHBIX JeNaX, OHU BCTPETHIIH
MPEMSITCTBUE CO  CTOPOHBI  B3POCIBIX,
KOTOPBIC HE XOTEIU YCTYIaTh MECTO APYyTOMY
MMOKOJICHWI0. B Hamm JHU MBI IpOIOIIKaeM
YPOBHS

MOJIOABIX n}oz[eﬁ y4acToBaTh

OOpoThbCs  MPOOJIEMON  HU3KOTO

HHTEpeca

00IIIECTBEHHEBIX

B OpraHu30BaHHBIX
nponeccax. MHOro acconuanuii, BKJIIOYas
co1o3bl, noniutrueckue napruu 1 HIIO numeror
HEAOCTATOYHOEC YHCIO MOJOIBIX B CBOHMX
psanax, B pe3ysibTaTe yero HeT BO3MOXKHOCTH
IUIsi OOHOBJICHUSI KOHTPOJIBHBIX ITYHKTOB
9THUX OpraHU3alUi U TaM Y4acTBYIOT TOJIBKO
B3pOCJIbIE JIIO/IU.

OCAPM cuntaeT HEOOXOJUMBIM MPOBECTH
00IIECTBEHHYIO AUCKYCCHIO Ha 3Ty TEMY IS
TOT0,4TOOBI HAU TH IPUYUHBL, ¥ CTUTAHHPOBATh
JICHCTBHS IO YBEITHYCHU IO y9aCTUS MOJOIEKHI
B o00mecTBeHHBIX Tporeccax. OgHONH ud
BO3MOXKHOCTEH YBEIUYCHUS y4acTus
MOJIOAEKU B PA3HBIX OPTaHHU3AIMSAX MOXKET
OBITH OmIpeneleHHe M O0ecHedeHue JIOIN
MOJIOJIBIX JTFOJICH B OpraHax, MIPHHHMAOIUX
pemenne. I3-3a HEZOCTATOYHOTO Y4aCTHS
MOJOA&KM W HE3HAHUS BO3MOXHOCTEH
10 TMPUHSATHIO yYacTHs B OOIICCTBCHHBIX
JleJiaX, HOBBIC IONMPABKH K OCHOBHOMY
3aKkoHy 00 o00pa3oBaHUM, MOA Ha3BaHHEM
Obyuenue 00CyXIatoTCst
DT

OTpaXxaroT Ba)KHOCTD IIOATOTOBKU CTY/ICHTOB

I'PaXAaHCTBY,

ceifyac  mapJaMEHTOM. MOTIPABKHU
M0JIb30BaThCS TPaXKJIAHCTBOM, Y4YacCTBOBATh
B DKOHOMHUYECKOHW, OOLICCTBEHHOH H
KyJIBTYPHOH JKM3HU, M TaKXe BaXHOCTb
MOOIPEHU St

KPpUTH4YECKOI'O MBIIIJICHU A

U OTBETCTBCHHOCTH JJid TOIO, YTOOBI
MOJIONEXKD  3HAJIA HCHHOCTHU HCTIAaHCKOU
KOHCTUTYIIMHU, MCKAYHAPOAHBIX AOTOBOPOB

U IIpaBa 4€JIO0BCKaA.

Iloompenue yyacTusi MOJIOABIX JIOJeH

Bceuny neiicTByrouiero3akoHanpaBUTeIbCTBO
HE MOXET MPOBOJIUTH aruTaIuio,
MO0y KIAIOMIYI0 TpaXkJaH K TOJIOCOBAHUIO.
Opnnako, Moionéxubiii CoBeT, B KauecTBe
HE3aBUCHUMOI0 OpraHa PYKOBOJICTBAa HMEET
MpaBo Ha MPOBEACHUE TAKON aruTaluu.

bnaronaps COTPYJHUYECTBY c

MuHHUCTEPCTBOM BHYTPCHHBIX e,
Mononéxueiii coer Mcnanuu mposein JBe
KaMIIaHWH, TIOAJICPKUBAIOIINX MOJIOIEKD
BO BpeMs BeIOopoB: «DemocraciaJoven.org»
(«Moumoast IeMOKpaTHs», 3TO KacaeTcs BCeX
TUNOB BBIOOpOB) U «Pedepenmym mmoc»
(«Dxctpa-Pedepennym», crenuanbHO IS
pebepernyma o moroBope o Epormeiickoit
KOHCTHTYIHH). C TIOMOIIBIO 3TUX ardUTaIii
MOJIOAEKB MONy4drIia HHPOPMALIHIO O 1aTe 1
BPEMCHH T'0JIOCOBaHHS, 00 W30MpAaTEIBHOM

CUCTEMC I/ICHaHI/II/I, U TaKXC KacaTCJIbHO

HCIIOJI30BAHUSI CBOErO IpaBa Ha y4yacTHE B
TOJIOCOBAHHUH C TapaHTHSAMHU U 0e3 BCAKUX
COMHEHUM.

B pamkax aruranuil ObUIM CO3/aHBI [BE
BeOcaiita  (Www.democraciajoven.org u
www.referendumplus.org), uepe3 KoTopbie
9KCHEPThI OTBETHJIM HAa BOIPOCHI MOJOJIBIX
MO O JIeMOKpAaTHYeCKHX Ipoleccax,
BbIOOpaX W MOJMTHKAX, O CIOCO0ax
TOJIOCOBAHHS, O TOJOCOBAaHUM IOYTOH, 3a
pybexxom. Ha sTmx BebOcaiiTax IOCTYITHBI
Ta)XKe n30UpaTeIbHbIC HPOrpaMMBI
HOJIMTHYECKUX TapTuil, popym, 4aT, JTaHHBIC
0 BBIOOpax, HCTOPHS BBIOOPOB U.T.X.. Kpome
TOro OBUIM pPAacIpOCTPAHCHBI HAKICUKH,
OPOLLIIOPHI, MJIAKATHI M JPYTHe PEKIaMHBbIC

MaTtepualbl.

B cnyuae «OkcTpa-Pedepennym» paztuansie
nHpopmanuu o EBporeiickoil KOHCTUTYIUT
nmoMecTHiIM Ha BebcaiiTe. Ora aruramus
OTIMYMIACH TEM, YTO MBI IPHUTOTOBHIIN
JHEpPreTUYECKU HAIUTOK I0J] Ha3BaHUEM
«Pedepennym mrroc» (mogodHo «Pen By
n «bopn») mox neBnzoM « MBI TOJKHEI YTO-TO
JIeNIaTh, 9YTOOBI BEI TOJI0COBAIHY». DTH HATUTKH
OBUIM PacIpOCTPAHECHBI CPEAH MOJIOAEXKH B
KaxaoM kuHO Vcmanwmu. ['pynmsl MOITOIBIX
dopmy
pacrpocTpaHeHueM Opomrop M OaHOYEK B

JIIOACH, onxeThle B 3aHUMAaJIUCh
MecTax, IOIYJISpHBIX I MOJOAEKU. OTa
aruranus Obu1a mpesacTasieHa u yepe3 CMU,
KaKk Bce KaMIaHuu MolofEKHOro coBeTa
Hcnanuu, Ho o «Pedepennym [Limtocy y3namu
U JlenyTaTbl U ceHaTopsl Mcnanuu, u Takxe
npencraButenu Mcenanuu B EBponeiickoM
napiaamMeHTe. KOHEYHO BBIIMBAaHUE JTOrO
JHEPreTUYECKOro HAIUTKa HE 3acTaBHIIO
Hac roJocoBaTh, OJHAaKO IpOBEACHHA
aruTanus U BeOCalT MOMOINIM HaM IOHSTE,
YTO MBI, MOJIOZbIC JIOU SBIISEMCS BaXKHOU U
3HAYUTEJIbHOU YaCThIO IEMOKpPATHH.

K coxanenuto, mogoOHBIC WHHIIHATHBEI
JIOBOJIBHO DPEIKH, M MOJNOAEKb 4YacTO HE
MoJTy4yaeT He3aBUCUMOI HH(pOpPMAIuu IpU
BceM €€ JKEIaHMM II0JIb30BATHCA CBOUM
roJIOCOBaHUM.

IIpaBoOM y4dacTaoBaTb B

UpesBp4ailHO  HEOOXOIMMO  JJIA  HAC,
MOJIOJBIX JIIOJEH, YTOOBI MBI HAIIIK JIETKO
MOHSATHYK W IWHAMUYHYIO WH(OpPMAIIHIO,
CIOCOOCTBYIOIYEO

COMHCHUS, U YTOOBI MBI YYBCTBOBaJ CBOIO

paccesaTb Halru

3HAYUMOCTD B ICMOKpAaTUU.
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